COMMITTEE, 


APPOINTED TO TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION 


THE STATE OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF 


JUSTICE IN THE PROVINCES OF 


= 


BENGAL, BAHAR, and ORISSA. 
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FROM THE. 


SELECT COMMITTEE, 


Appointed to take into Conſideration the State of the Adminiſtration of 
juſtice in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, and to report 
the ſame, as it ſhall appear to them, to the Houſe, with their Obſerva- 
tions thereupon ; and who were inſtructed to conſider how the Britiſh 
Poſſeſſions in the Eaſt Indies may be held and governed with the 


greateſt Security and Advantage to this Country, and by what Means 


the Happineſs of the Native Inhabitants may be beſt promoted. 


- 


TAL 7 H1LST your Committee were diligently purſuing the Orders of the Houſe, 
| Advices were received from India of an Event that claimed their immediate At- 


tention, which was the Expulſion of Rajah Cheyt Sing, 


Your Committee find that Cheyt Sing, Rajah of Benares and Gazypoor, was, upon 


the Deceaſe of his Father, Rajah Bulwant Sing, at the particular Requeſt of the Preſident 


and Council of Bengal, confirmed by Treaty in the Poſſeſſion of thoſe Zemindaries by 
the Vizier Sujah Dowlah, to whom he was ['ributary, 


1 * 7 * 


That upon the Death of the Vizier Sujah Dowlah, in 1775, the Governor General | 


and Council of Bengal concluded a Treaty with Mirzy Amany; the Son and Succeſſor of 


Sujah; by which the Zemindaries of Benares and Gazypoor were furrendered in Perpe- 
tuity to the Engliſh Company, ſubject to the entire Rule and Management of Rajah Cheyt 


Sing as heretofore, on Condition of his paying the fame Tribute to the Engliſh Company 
which he formerly paid to the Nabob of Oude, and which Tribute amounted to neat 
{,2695,0c0 per Annum. | | — | 

The Expulfion of a Rajah of the higheſt Rank from his Dominions; a Rajah who paid 
the largeſt Tribute into the Treaſury, whoſe Poſſeſſions are ſecured to him not only by 
the Faith of public Treaties, but in conſideration of Services performed by his Anceſtor 
to our Nation; a Rajah who, ever ſince he became the Tributary of the Company, 
punctually performed his Engagements, and very ſeldom ſuffered any juſt Balance to re- 
main beyond the ſtated Time of Payment Your Committee were of Opinion, that they 
could in ho Point more effentially perform their Duty than by entering into an immediate 
| Inveſtigation of the Cauſes which gave rife to this extraordinary Event. | 


And 
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And in order to ſhew the Origin of our Connection and Alliance with Bulwant Sing, 
Rajah- of. Benares. and Gazypoor,. and with. Cheyt Sing, his. Son. and Succeſſor, Your 
Committee have thought proper to ſubmit to the Houſe ſuch Documents as they find in 
the public Records of the Company; concluding this Report with the Two Narratives of 
the Governor General, Mr, Haſtings, of the 18th of Auguſt and the 29th of September, 
from Benares, to Edward Wheler, Eſquire, a Member of the Council General at Cal- 
cutta, and by him tranſmitted to the Court of Directors. ; Es 


Extra of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 29th March 1764. 


Received a Letter from Major Carnac, dated the 18th Inſtant, encloſing One he has 
received from Shitabtoy, to which he-refers us for Information of Shuja Dowla's Inten- 
tion againſt us; and expreſſing his Concern to find, that by the Advices from Calcutta 
of the 8th, the Reinforcement under the Command of Captain Pemble had not yet begun 
their March, tha: their being ſo late renders it next to impoſſible for them to join him in 
Time, and that he muſt therefore put every Thing to Riſk with the Force he has at pre- 
ſent, however little to be depended on after what has paſſed; further adviſing us, that he 


would fain croſs the Carumnaſia, and give the Enemy a Meeting as far as poflible from 
the Boundary, but that he fears the Diſtreſs they are in for Proviſions, being only ſupplied 


from Day to Day, will not permit his doing ſo, and that he ſhall be obliged to keep cloſe 
by the Ganges to ſecure a Conveyance by Water, having had Intimation that the Enemy's 
Defign was to hover at a Diſtance around them, and endeavour to cut off their Supplies: 

That a Treaty of Alliance. has been ſome Time in Agitation between the Nabob and | 
Bulwant Sing, the Rajah of Benares : That the Nabob is now very anxious for its being 
brought to a Concluſion, and propoſed to him that Evening ſetting his Sea! thereto on the 


Part of the Engliſh, without which the Rajah will not enter into any Engagement; that 


he ſhall. be very unwilling to take a Step-of ſuch a Nature without firſt knowing whether 
it be agreeable to us, but that the preſent Exigency will not admit the Delay of waiting 
our Anſwer. ELLIS 2M] TEE CSE ITY 275 i” : 
A Tranſlation of Shitabroy's Letter to the Major being here read; 
Ordered. it be entered. in the Books of Country Correſpondence. FE | 
Having duly confideres this Letter of Major Carnac's, we are unanimouſly of Opinion, 


that as Shuja Dowla has now openly eſpouſed the Cauſe of Coſſim Ally Cawn, and en- 


courages his Deſign of an Invaſion into Bengal, we can entertain no further Thoughts of 
entering into a Treaty with. him. On the contrary, we think it our Duty to form againſt 
him all the Enemies we poſſibly can; that the propoſed Alliance with Bulwant Sing will 
therefore be a very proper Meaſure, and prove as well now, as in all Times to come, a 
ſtrong Barrier and Defence to the Bengal Provinces. | 

Apreed therefore, That we write to Major Carnac, adviſing him, That we ſhall approve 
entirely of his entering into the intended Treaty in concert with the Nabob, and of his 


_ engaging to protect and maintain Bulwant Sing independent, both now and hereafter, 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 26th April 1764. 
Received two Letters from Major Carnac, dated the gth and 17th Inſtant; the former 
repeating and explaining fully the Reaſons which determined him to cro's the Soane, and 
retire towards Patna, and adviſing us that he is now convinced, from Bulwant Sing's Be- 
baviour, of which the Major gives us an Account, that his propoſed Alliance with us, 
was only a concerted Scheme to draw us further on, and fo favour Shuja Dowla's Deſign 
of getting between our Army and Patna, . 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 11th June 1153. 
That we are determined to proſecute the war againſt Shuja Dowla; and being of Opi- 


nion, that the Rains will not be any Impediment to the Operations, but on the contrary, 


with regard to receiving Proviſions and Stores, rather a Convenience, from the Advan- 
tage of the Rivers, we hereby direct, that he do immediately put the Army in Motion, 
leaving the neceſſary Garriſons in Patna and Mongheer, and croſs the Soane, and purſug 
the Enemy as far as the Ganges, oppoſite to Benares, endeavouring, if poſſible, to bring 
them to an Aion, That in any Operations on the other Side of the River, it is our 
View to make as much Advantage as we can, without leſſening greatly the Strength of 
our Army by the Detachment that is ſent: That they may therefore endeavour to take 
poſſeſſion of the Gauzypoor Country, and collect its Revenues to aſſiſt in defraying the 
Expences of the War: That we deſire the Officer commanding may be inſtcucted, and 
that it may alſo be obſerved as a general Rule on all other Occaſions, to prevent any Ra- 
yages being committed on the Country, or Injuries being done to the Inhabitants; on the 
contrary, that all Manner of Encouragement and Protection be given them, in order to 
gain their Affections. | 


A 
Extract 


1 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 25th June 1764. 


Received a Letter from Major Carnac, dated the 16th Inſtant, acquainting us, that 

the Detachment he ordered over the Ganges, has procured the Effect he expected from 

it ; for, upon Advice of their having croſſed the Dewa, and began Hoſtilities in the Diſ- 

oY of Gauzypoor, Shuja Dowla has judged it neceſſary to retire towards his own 
ountr y. | 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 28th June 1764. 


That we are reſolved to continue the War againſt Shuja Dowla, until he ſubmits to 
the Conditions we have preſcribed ; viz. the Delivery of Meer Coſſim, Sombre, and our 
Deſerters: That the Object therefore of the Detachment on the North Side of the Gan- 
ges, muſt be to prevent Shuja Dowla from croſſing the River, by deſtroying any Bridges 
he has made or may attempt to make over it, taking Poſſeſſion at ſame Time of as large 
a Tract of his Country as they can, and, if poſſible, of the City of Benares, and col- 
lecting the Revenues ; but avoiding all Manner of Plunder and Ravage, particularly 


ſhould the Detachment advance ſo far as to ſeize the City of Benares, eſpecial Care muſt 


be taken that no Plunder is committed there. 


Extra of a Letter of Inflrudtions to Major Hector Munro, dated 6th November 1564. 


As Shuja Dowla has all along refuſed to ſubmit to the reaſonable Terms we demanded 
of him, and at laſt put the Whole to the Riſk of a general Engagement, in which our 
Arms have been attended with ſuch ſignal Succeſs, we think it juſt and neceſlary to re- 
quite for the Company ſome Ceſſion and Compenſation for this Riſk, and the great Ex— 
pence of the War in which he has engaged us. e 

With reſpect to Bulwant Sing, the Rajah of Benares, and Zemindar of the Gauzypoor 
Country, the double Part he acted in the Beginning of the War, ſufficiently warns us 
to put no Confidence in him; and therefore, if he has not already been permitted to 


join you, or you have entered into no Engagements with him, we would have him diſ- 


poſſeſſed of his Country, and his Perſon, if poſſible, ſecured, 5 . 

It has always been the Rule of our Conduct to conciliate the Affections of the People 
in the Countries where we have made War, and prevent, to the utmoſt of our Power, 
all Manner of Plunder and Deſtruction. This we muſt recommend to your ſtrict Ob- 
ſervance; and think it the rather neceſſary on this Occaſion, as the City of Benates, be- 
ing reputed a Place of great Wealth, may be a Temptation to the Sepoys; and it would 
give us a particular Concern, were any Miſchief committed in a Place which is ſo much 
reſpected for its Antiquity, and held ſacred in the Eyes of the whole Country, 


Extraft of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 2.1/1 November 1764. 


8 Hation of a Propoſal from Rajah Bulwang Sing, by Soschet Roy, to Major Munro, with the 
| Majors Anſwer, V 


Propoſal.—If you, Gentlemen, chooſe to poſſeſs yourſelves of Shuja ul Dowla's Coun- 
try, 1 will agree to hold the Sircars of Benares and Gauzypoor, and Jaunpoor, and Be- 
jeigur, &c. on the ſame Terms as I hold them from Shuja ul Dowlah, and I have com- 
miſhoned Rajah Shitabroy to ſettle this Matter for me, I will beſides take upon myſelf 
the Management of Auzingurra, and Two or Three other Diſtricts, paying the cuſtom- 
ary Rents ; and I requeſt that you will give me the Sunnuds for them, and let me poſ- 
ſeſs 1 which was given to me Rent- free, as uſual. 

Anſwer. For the preſent the Sunnuds ſhall be granted you, and you ſhall be eſtabliſn- 
ed in the Territories till the Concluſion of the Negociation with Shuja ul Dowla. 


Tranſlation of a Letter delivered by Rajah Shitabray, the 16th November 1764. 


Rajah Bulwand Sing has written to me as follows: © If it is the Intention of the Eng- 
« liſh Gentlemen to take Poſſeſſion of Shuja ul Dowla's Dominions, I will agree to 
c hold Benares and Gauzypoor, &c. which have long been under my Juriſdiction, the 


« Revenues of which amount to about 24 Lacks of Rupees a Year, and I paid 170,000 


% Rupees Monthly, on the ſame Terms from the Company as I did from Shuja ul Dow- 
« la.“ He likewiſe deſires, © That in caſe the Engliſh Army ſhould march forwards 
* to conquer the Country, the Diſtrias of Auzingurta and Coonda, &c. which are near 
e to Benares, and be very convenient for him, may be added to his Juriſdiction.” As 
the Rajah is a Man who adheres to his Engagements, and pays his Rents regularly, if it 
is your Pleaſure to take the Country, let the Management of the aforeſaid Territories be 
committed to his Charge; and in caſe of an Accommodation with Shuja ul Dowla, yet 
let a favourable Anſwer be written to the Rajah, to ſet his Mind at Eaſe; he is a Perſon 
of high Rank, and the Zemindar of a frontier Country, | | 
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| Extract of Bengal Sccret Conſultations, 26th November 1764. 


F | Receiie] a Letter from Patna, dated the 15th Inſtant, acknowledging the Receipt of 
1 ours of the 6th, and adviſing us, that Meffrs. Billers and Dacres were in conſequence 
| preparing to ſet out to collect the Revenues of the Diſtricts which we may take poſſeſſion 
of; alſo requeſting, if the Army ſhould proceed further, that we will order a ſufficient 
Force to be ſtationed at Benares, for their better Security in that Buſineſs, 
1 Agreed, we do write them in Anſwer, That ſhould our Inſtructions to Major Munro 
'Þ _ occaſion his advancing ſurther than Benares, he will no doubt leave ſuch a Force as 
| may be neceſſary for collecting the Revenues : Further adviſing them of our having ap- 
| pointed an Eſtabliſhment for this Service from hence; that Mr, Marriott will accordingly 
ſet out in a Day or two, and upon his Arrival Metlis. Billers and Dacres are to deliver 
$ | over to him the Charge of the Buſineſs, and return to Patna ; and that in the mean 
1 Time they will proceed upon the Inſtructions we have given to Mr. Marriott and his 
| Council, of which we encloſe them a Copy. | | 


tract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 61h December 1764. 


Extract of a Letter from the Governor and Council to the Commander in Chief, dated Eth Decem- 
ber 1764. ö | 


With regard to Bulwand Sing, we ſhall adhere to the Terms which you may have 
thought it neceſſary to make with him; but it is our View, ſo far as it can be done con- 
ſiſtently with your Engagements, to have the Power and Authority over this Rajah, and 
his Zemindaries veſted in the Company, by Sunnuds from the King, holding them under 
him with the ſame Rights, and in as full a Manner as enjoyed by Shuja Dowlah ; and 

| that the whole Rents, ſo collected, ſhall be appropriated for the Uſe of the Company, 
= - 8 and wrote off from the Books of the King's Revenues. 155 | 

| With reſpect to the Agreements entered into by the Inhabitants of Benares, for the 
Ranſom of the City; we are glad that ſuch an Opportunity has offered of obtaining a 
Reward to the Army for the very fignal Service which they have rendered the Company, 
as well as a Compenſation for the Loſs which they ſuſtained of their Baggage, in 
the Action of the 23d of October, nor can we have any Objection to it on this particular 
Occaſion ; but as we would conſider the Country not as a Conqueſt, but belonging to 
the King, whom we have engaged to ſupport againſt the common Enemy, no future | 
Conſideration of this Kind ſhould be demanded from the Inhabitants, or expected by the a 
Army, but every Care taken to conciliate the Affections of the People. ; 


Propoſals made by the King Shah Aalum, and incloſed in a Letter from Major Hector Munro to . 
the Preſident and Council at Bengal, dated from the Camp at Benares, the 22d of November 5 
1764. 1 | N 0 f PD | 

'' : If this Country is to be kept, put me in poſſeſſion of it, and leave a ſmall Detachment 

1 of the Troops with me, to ſhew that I am protected by the Engliſh, and they ſhall be at 

my Expence ; that if any Enemy come at any Time againſt me, I will make ſuch Con- 
nections in the Country, that with my own Troops and the afore-mentioned ſmall De- 
tachment, will defend the Country, without any further Aſſiſtance from the Engliſh, 
and I will pay them of the Revenues of the Country what Sum they ſhall demand 
Yearly, If the Engliſh will, contrary to their Intereſt, make Peace with the Vizier, I 
will go to Delhi, for | cannot think of returning again into the Hands of a Man who 
has uſed me ſo ill: I have no Friends I depend on more than the Engliſh ; their former 
Behaviour to me will make me ever reſpe and regard them; now is their Time to be 
| in Poſſeſſion of a Country abounding with Riches and Treaſure ; I ſhall be ſatisfied with 
whatever Share they pleaſe of it. The Rohillas were always Enemies to the imperious 
Vizier ; they are all my Friends, 


Articles to be executed by the Ring; encloſed in a Letter from the Preſident and Council at Ben- 
gal to Major Hector Munro, Commander in Chief of the Army, ſent the btb of December 
1704. NO ; | | 
In conſideration of the Aſſiſtance and Fidelity of the Engliſh Company, which has freed 

us from the Inconveniences we laboured under, and ſtrengthened the F. oundations of the 

F Empire which God has given us, we have been graciouſly pleaſed to grant to the Engliſh 
Wl | - Company our Royal Favours according to the following Articles, which ſhall remain firm 

1 both in preſent and in future: „„ Tk | 
[| As the Engliſh Company have been put to great Expence, and their Affairs expoſed to 
"_- Danger by the War with the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla unjuſtly, and contrary to our Royal 
| Pleaſure, waged againſt them; we have therefore aſſigned to them the Country of Gauze- 
| poor, and the reſt of the Zemindary of Bulwant Sing, belonging to the Nizamut of the 
Nabob Shujah ul Dowla ; and the Regulation and Government thereof, we have given to 
| | | their 
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their Diſpoſal, in the ſame Manner as it was in the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla's. The 


aforeſaid Rajah having ſettled Terms with the Chiefs of the Engliſh Company, is, accord- | 


ing thereto, to 3 * Revenues to the Company, and the Amount ſhall not belong to 
the Books of the Royal Revenue, but ſhall be expunged from them. | 5 

The Army of the Engliſh Company having joined our Standard, ſhall put us in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Illiabad, and the reſt of the Countries belonging to the Nizamut of the 
Nabob Shujah Dowla ; and the Revenues, excepting thoſe of Rajah Bulwant's Zemindary, 
ſhall be in our entire Management and Diſpoſal. 

As the Engliſh Company will be at a further Expence in putting us in Poſſeſſion of 
Illiabad, and the reſt of the Nizamut of the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla, we will therefore, 
as we get Poſſeſſion, grant to them out of our Treaſury ſuch a Proportion of the Revenues 
as the Exigencies of our Affairs will admit of; and when we are put in full Poſſeſſion, 


we will reimburſe the whole Expences of the Company in this Buſineſs from the Time of 
their joining our Royal Standard, 


Firmaund executed by the King, 


As the Engliſh Company have been put to great Expence, and their Affairs expoſed to 


Danger, by the War which the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla unjuſtly, and contrary to our 
Royal Pleaſure, waged againſt them, we have therefore aſſigned to them the Country 
of Gauzypoor and the reſt of the Zemindary. of Rajah Bulwant Sing belonging to the 
Nizamut of the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla; and the Regulation and Government thereof 
we have given to their Diſpoſal, in the ſame Manner as it was in the Nabob Shujah ul 
Dowla's. The aforeſaid Rajah having ſettled Terms with the Chiefs of the Englith Com— 
| pany, is according thereto to pay the Revenues to the Company | 
The Army of the Engliſh Company having joined our Standard, ſhall put us in poſ- 


ſeſſion of Illiabad and the reſt of the Countries belonging to the Nizamut of the Nabob 


Shujah ul Dowla; and-the Revenues, excepting thoſe of Rajah Bulwant's -Zemindary, 
ſhall be in our entire Management and Diſpoſal. | 1 

It becomes the Company to ſhew their grateful Senſe of our Royal Favours, and to 
exert themſelves to the utmoſt in the proper Management and Regulation of the Country; 
to encourage and befriend our Subjects, to puniſh the Contentions, and expel the Re- 


bellious from their Territories : They muſt uſe their beſt Endeavours to promote the 


Welfare of our People, the Ryotts, and other Inhabitants ; to prohibit the Uſe of Things 


of an intoxicating Nature, and ſuch as are forbidden by the Law of God; in driving out 


Enemies, in deciding Cauſes and ſettling Matters agreeably to the Rules of Mahomed and 

the Law of the Empire; ſo that the Inhabitants may apply themſelves, with Peace of 

Mind and Satisfaction, to the Cultivation of the Country, and the Exerciſe of other 

their Poſſeſſions, and that the Weak may not labour under Oppreſſion and Violence. 
They will conſider theſe as our ſtrict Injunctions. | 


Written on the 4th Day of Rajeb, the 6th Year of the Reign, 29th December 1764. 


Extra of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 6th December 1764. 


Exiract of a Letter from the Commander in Chief to the Governor and Council, dated 22d 
November 1764. 


As ſoon as the Army encamped here I ſent into Town ſafe Guards, and gave out the 
ſtricteſt Orders againſt pillaging or plundering the Inhabitants, ſome of whom had left 
the Place through Fear, and ſome remained in Hopes of being ptotected. The Place is 
now full of Inhabitants, and the Merchants have promiſed Four Lacks of Rupees for the 
Protection given them. | 


He, the King, is to write immediately to the Chiefs of the Rohillas and all his Friends, 


not to join the Vizier ; and aſſures, that if he once got Benibahadre and Bulwand Sing 
to come in, the Vizier would leave the Country immediately, and never make any 
Head again, i 1 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 27th December 1764. 


Received a Letter from Meflrs, Billers and Dacres, at Benares, acquainting us of their 
Arrival there the 8th Inftant, and that on their Application to Major Munro, they found 
be had made an Agreement with Bulwand Sing to leave him with the Collection of the 


Revenues, on paying the Company the ſame Annual Sum he had before paid to the 


Vizier Shuja Dowla, and that Major Munro had made this Appointment to Bulwand 
Sing in conſequence of the King's Requeſt, and had thought proper to aſſign the Firſt 
Payment of this Collection to his Majeſty's Uſe, on account of his having no other im- 
mediate Support, 


Extract 
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Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultationt, 4th January 1765. 


Extract of a Letter from Major Munro to Major Fletcher, dated 4th January 1665. 


You will ſee by the Letters from the Board, that the King is to be put in poſ- 
ſeſſion of whatever Part of this Country ſhall be conquered by our Arms, and the 
Management of it given to ſuch as he pleaſes, I therefore called in Bulwant Sing at the 
Requeſt of the King ; but as he had offered his Services before that Time, or that I knew 
the Intentions of the Gentlemen of Calcutta of keeping the Country, I encouraged his 
coming in as much as poſſible, and upon his getting the Country as before, to collect the 
Revenues the ſame as he did for the Vizier, together with the King's. Sending Nabob 
Munier Dowla for him, he came in; and our Agreement with him for collecting the Re- 
venues, has been fince confirmed by the Board, 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 197th January 1765. 


Extract of a Letter from the Governor and Council to Major Munro and Mr, Marriott at 
| A | 


As it is our Intereſt and Defire, that his Majeſty ſhould receive every Teſtimony of 
our Reſpect and Attachment, we cannot but approve of the appropriating ſuch a Part of 
Bulwant Sing's Revenues as can be ſpared, from the Occaſions of our own Army, to the 
Relief of his preſent diſtreſſed Circumſtances: You will only obſerve to take from him 
the proper Receipts and Promiſſory Notes, that he will refund the ſame to the Company 


whenever he ſhall have Ability ſo to do. | 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 21ft Fanuary 1765. 


At a Conſultation; PRESENT, 

Chas, Stafford Playdell, . 

Ralph Leyceſter, Eſquires. 
John Burdett, 3 


Received a Letter from Major Carnac, dated Coſſimbuzar, the 5th Inſtant; adviſing of 
his Arrival there the Day before, and that he ſhould proceed on as faſt as the Things 
which are of immediate Neceſſity for his Journey can keep pace with him; that he has 
Advice of Bulwant Sing's having eloped from our Army. . 1 
Agreed we write him in Anſwer, That with regard to the Intelligence he mentions to 
have received of Bulwant Sing's having left our Army, we ſuppoſe it muſt be entirely 
groundleſs, not having had any ſuch ourſelves, and that no Engagements have been made 
with him but ſuch as is equally for his Intereſt as ours ſhould be fulfilled. | 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 28th January 1765. 


Extract of a Letter from Sir Robert Fletcher to the Governor and Council, dated 14th 
| January 1765. 8 
« ] ſhall march this Night about Eleven o' Clock towards the Enemy, and ſhall not 
halt until I am in Sbuja Dowla's Camp, though I fear we ſhall not be able to ſurprize 
him, as his Troops are diſtributed very properly to prevent it; however, I think he will 
not have Time to carry off his Baggage. He is Seven Coſs from us, and Sombre is 
Eleven. I ſhall be happy if they will ſtand. A general Action in all Probability would 
bring back Bulwant Sing, as well as occaſion the Surrender of Chunargur.“ * 
We do not obſerve any Anſwer received from Bulwant Sing to Major Fletcher's Letter, 
deſiring him to return. | | | 
Received alſo a Letter from Mr. Marriott, dated the 12th Inſtant, adviſing of his 
Arrival with the Army the 2d; that in conſequence of the Agreement made with Me 
Sing, go, ooo Rupees had been paid out of the Collection of Revenues before his Arrival, 
but not any fince. Alſo adviſing us, that Bulwant Sing's having left the Camp (as men- 
tioned by Major Fletcher), was under Pretence of defending a Place where his Family 
was, which-Shuja Dowla had ſent a Party to attack; and that as he had not yet com- 
mitted any Hoſtilities, they are in hopes he is at leaſt neuter ; that, however, he ſhould 
do all in his Power to prevail on this Man to return, judging his Continuance with us of 
Conſequence, | 2 


Extract 


( 9 ] 
Extraft of | Bengal Secret Conſultations, 21ft March 1765. 
At a Conſultation; PRESENT, 


The Honourable John Spencer, Eſquire, Preſident, 
Charles Stafford Playdell, Eſduires. 
George Gray, 5 ö 


Received, ſince our laſt Meeting, Three Letters from Mr. Marriott, Chief of Benares, 
dated the 18th, 22d, and 28th Ultimo; adviſing of Bulwant Sing's Return, and of his 
having, in Conjunction with General Carnac, ſettled with him for his Revenues to be 
paid the Company. | | 

That on the Subject of the Agreemetit made with Bulwant Sing, and the Points therein 
referred to our Determination, we have not yet reſolved any Thing. 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 1/1 April 1765. 
At a Conſultation; PRESENT, 


The Honourable John Spencer, Eſquire, Preſident, 
Charles Stafford Playdell, Eſquire, 
Ralph Leyceſter, Eſquire, 
gon Burdett, Eſquire, 
feorge Gray, Eſquire, 


Agteed alſo, That we do now write a Letter to the General and Mr. Marriott, on the 
Subject of the Agreement made by them with Bulwant Sing, as adviſed in their different 


Letters of the 18th, 22d, and 28th February, and gth ultimo, That this man acted from 


the Firſt ſo wavering a Part, that we expreſſed in our Inſtructions to Major Monro, after 


the Battle of Buxar, our Wiſh to have ho Manner of Connection with him, but rather 
that his Perſon ſhould be ſecured, and ſome other placed in his Zemindary who was more 


to be relied on; however, as the Major had, previous to the Receipt of theſe Inſtructions, 
admitted him to a Treaty, and received him on the Faith thereof, that we conſented to 
abide by it: in this alſo he failed, and therefore it was our Intention to have truſted him 
no further; which Sentiment is alſo expreſſed by the General in his Letter of the 
15th January from Coffimbuzar, where he points him out as One by no Means to be 
depended on. That this is ſufficient to inſpire us with the ſtrongeſt Doubts of his Fide- 
lity, and give but too much Cauſe to apprehend, if Shuja Dowla ſhould again move this 
Way with any conſiderable Force, or our Army at any Time receive a Check, that he 
will be the firſt to break his Engagements in favour of the Enemy; and as his Situation 
will always place him between our Provinces and our Enemy, he may be able to do us 


much Miſchief, if allowed to keep up a Force. That after Bulwant Sing, in Violation 


of his Treaty, had deſerted our Army, it was, as before obſerved, our Wiſn that the 


Country had been placed in the Hands of ſome Perſons on whoſe Fidelity we might at 


leaſt have had ſome Dependance, and whoſe Troops might have been an Addition to our 
on Strength in caſe of a Renewal of War; but, as it appears that Bulwant Sing has 
again been received back on the Faith of Promiſes made by them, that we ſhall abide b 
them, though we wiſh none had been made till our Sentiments had been known: That 
we can now only recommend that a ſtrict Eye be kept upon bis Conduct and Correſpon- 

dence, and that he be not allowed to maintain ſuch a Body of Forces as may on any 
Occaſion be detrimental to us. That at the Time we ſay this, we are willing to give up 
thoſe Articles amounting to Rupees 2,28, 306. 10. which were leſt undetermined by them, 
in hopes of making. it his Intereſt to remain faithful, by the Advantages he will reap 
from his ConneRion with us, the Security that we look for from extending our Frontiers 
being a greater Object than any Encreaſe of our Revenues. | 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 11th June 1765. 
At à Select Committee PEN, 


Harry Verelſt, F 
Francis Sykes, | Eſquites. 
Mr. Sumner indiſpoſed. 


Letters from General Carnac, of the 26th and 27th Ultimo, 2dviſing, That Shuja 
Dowla, as his laſt Reſource, had thrown himſelf upon our Generofity, and was now 
actually in Camp, ready to receive ſuch Terms of Peace as we ſhall prefcritfe, And this 


appearing to the Committee a favourable Opportunity for eſtabliſhing the Tranquillity of 
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far from being conſidered in any immediate Danger. 
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1 10 J 
the Country on a permanent Foundation, by ſtipulating ns other Conditions than ſuch as 
ſhall appear to be for the mutual Intereſts of the contracting Parties, equitable in them - 
ſelves, and evidently calculated for the public Benefit. 

Reſolved, That the General's Letter be acknowledged, his Sentiments approved, and 
the following Inſtructions ſent to him, for ſettling preliminary Articles with Shuja Dowla, 
which he is not to conclude definitively until Lord Clive's Arrival in Camp. 

Bulwant Sing to be ſecured in the Poſſeſſion of his Country, Nudjuff Cawn to be 


reſtored to the Poſſeſſion of his ſormer Dominions, and all thoſe who either joined or 


aſſiſted the Engliſh, to be favoured and encouraged. 

The King's Honour, Safety, and Subliſtence to be conſulted, 

Coſſim Aly, Sombre, and the Deſerters, to be demanded, or put to Death by Shujah 
Dowla himſelf ; but this laſt Article not to be conſidered as effential, though obtaining 
it would be agreeable ; it being the Opinion of the Committee, he ſhould be engaged to 
our Intereſt by the Ties of Gratitude, and not by Compulſion. | 

To acquaint the General, that full Powers will be given to Lord Clive, in Conjunction 
with him, to ſettle every Thing as they ſhall think proper and neceſlary to the Stability 
of the intended Peace; alſo to defire he would uſe his Influence to prevail with the Vizier 
to ſhorten Lord Clive's Journey, and meet his Lordſhip at Benares or Patna, 


Extract, of the Treaty between the Nabeb Shuja ul Dowla, the Nabsb Venen ul Dewls, and 
the Eng 51 Company, executed at Illiabad the 16th of Auguſt 176 Þ 


Article 
His Highneſs Shujah ul Dowla engages, in * moſt ſolemn Manner, to continue Bul- 
want Sing in the Zemindaries of Benares, Gauzepoor, and all thoſe Diſtricts he poſſeſſed 
at the Time he came over to the late Nabob Jaffier Ally Thau and the Engliſh, on Con- 
dition of his paying the ſame Revenue as heretofore. 


Article * 
It being firmly reſolved, to reftore to his Highneſs the Country of Benares and the 


other Diſtrias now rented by Bulwant Sing, notwithſtanding the Grant of the ſame from 


the King to the Engliſh Company, it is therefore agreed, that they ſhall be ceded to his 
Highneſs in Manner following ; viz. They. ſhall remain in the Hands of the Engliſh 
Company, with their Revenues, till the Expiration of the Agreement between Bulwant 
Sing and the Company, being on the 27th-of November next; after which his Righnefs 
ſhall enter into Poſſeſſion, the Fort of Chunar excepted, which is not to be evacuated 
until the Gth Article of this Treaty be fully complied with. | 


Article 9. 
All the Relations and SubjeAs of his Highneſs, who in any Manner aſſiſted the Engliſh | 
during the Courſe of the late Way ſhall be forgiven, and no ways moleſted for the "xy 8 


Extract of a ee General Letter from Ns to the Court of Directors, dated 11th . 
tember 1770, 


Par. 2. We have juſt received Advices of the Death of Rajah Bulwand Sing, who 
died at Benares the 23d Ultimo, after a ſhort Indiſpoſition of ſome Hours. A few 
Months ago the Rajah had gone through a long and painful Sickneſs, of which he had 
apparently recovered ; and, barring his old Age, and the Infirmities incident to it, he was 
In our former Letter, Gentlemen, 
we expreſſed our Sentiments of the Conſequence it was to your Affairs, that the Suc- 
ceſſion to the Zemindary of Benares ſhould continue in the Family, but that it was a 
delicate Point to accompliſh with the Vizier. A Regard to your [Intereſt has long made 
it our Wiſh; but the doubtful Conduct of the Vizier has for ſome Time made it an un- 


ſeaſonable Meaſure, The Occaſion however now demanded immediate Diſpatch, and 


the Prefident was requeſted to write to the Vizier accordingly i in Favour of the Son of 
the late Rajab, in Terms that would at leaſt awaken his Jealouſy. —The Time has been, 
Gentlemen, when this might have been made a Demand; but Circumſtances are now 
much changed, and even Addreſs is neceſſary to ſolicit. A jealous, ſuſpicious Diſpoſition 
of the old Rajah, aſſiſted by the Diſtruſt of their own Children, inherent in the Minds 
of the People of this Country, may poſſibly have been the Reaſon why the Son was not 
included in the Treaty of 1765, for had he expreſſed a With to ſecure the Zemindary in 
his own Family, at a Time when the Vizier was receiving back his Country from our 
Hands, a Doubt can ſcarcely be formed but it would have been attended with Succels ; 
but ſuſpicious probably of the Conſequences that his Son ſhould think he had a Right to 


the Succeſhon, and equally fearing that the Meaſure might be attended with a conſi— 


derable Reduction to his Treaſures, from the uſual Preſents made on ſuch Occaſions, 


his whole Aim ſeemed to centre in Self-Security, without the leaſt Attention to the 


Good of his Poſterity. Indeed, it would appear at a Time when lately his Life was 
deſpaired of, this Thought firſt truck him, and he was defirous then to engage our 
2 Intereſts, 


* 


5 
Intereſts, and appeared no way backward to ſatisfy the Vizier, as to any pecuniary Pre- 
ſent which might be expected from bim: But he was no ſooner. free from Danger, but his 
Love of Money returned upon him, and he became no longer eager to obtain his Wiſh, 
but ſolely through our ſuppoſed Intereſt with the Vizier, and meeting with no Incon- 
venience to himſelf; | * | 
Extract of a Gencral Letter from Bengal to the Court of Directors, dated 31% O8. 1770, 


Par 30. In our Letter of the 11th Ultimo we informed you of the Death of Rajah 
Bulwand Sing, and of the Meaſures we were taking with the Nabob Shujah ul Dowlah 
to induce him to ſettle the Succeſſion of the Zemindary of Benares on the late Rajah's 


SON. | | 

The Demands made by the Nabob's Agent were Twenty Lacks of Rupees as a Naze- 
rannah, and Five Lacks per Annum as an Addition to the Sums ſtipulated by the Treaty 
of 1765. The Terms were however finally concluded on the 8th Inſtant, when the 
Nazerennah was ſettled at Seventeen Lacks, and the required Increaſe was reduced to 2 ＋ 
Lacks of Rupees. Permit us, Honourable Sirs, to congratulate you on fo very happy a 
Concluſion of an Event we deem highly important to your Intereſt, | | 
31. The Vizier's Readineſs in complying with this our earneſt Recommendation and 
Requeſt, has afforded us the greateſt SatisfaCtion, and is a Circumſtance the more pleaſing 
as it muſt give Strength to the Opinions of the ſeveral Powers in Hindoſtan, of the ſtrict 
Friendſhip ſubſiſting between the Engliſh and him; and his having conſidered Captain 
Harper as a n«cellary Witneſs to the Negociation carrying on between his Agent Allage 
Cawn and the young Rajah Cheyt Sing, will ſerve as a Proof to the World that he 
meant not to take any Meaſure therein that might give the leaſt Cauſe for Suſpicion on 
our Part, | | 35 

Par. 32. The Preſident was requeſted to acquaint the Vizier with the proper Senſe we 
entertain of the Attention he has paid to our Recommendation, and that we conſider it 
as an additional Proof of his Friendſhip. 1 | 


Extract of a general Letter from Bengal, dated 31/1 December 1770, to the Court of Directors. 
Par. 18. Wich reſpect to the Son and Succeſſor of Bulwand Sing, the Vizier has, as 
we before informed you, acted agrecably to our Deſire. Cheyt Sing is now fully inveſted 
with the Government to the entire SatisfaCtion of every One, and is conſidered by the 
Vizier as holding that Country on the ſame Terms as his Father, the Difference in the 
Revenues excepted, The whole are fettled at Benares Rupees 22,48,449, which are 
2, 50, O0 more than were paid by his Father. The Vizier expreſſed a Deſire of ſeeing 
the young Rajah, at the Marriage of his eldeſt Son Mirza Amany ; the Rajah, ſenſible 
how much this Mark of Reſpect was due from him at that Time, promiſed to attend; 
but at length excafed bimſelf, perhaps by the Advice of his Father's Counſellors, who 
had kept alive t Fail Enmity. 7 


Extra? of Bengal Secret Conſultations, of the 4th of October 1773. 


Exlract of Inſtructions from the Preſident and Council at Fort William to Governor Haſlings, 
dated 23d June 1773. | 15 


We impower you to renew, in Behalf of Rajah Cheyt Sing, the Stipulation which 
was formerly made with the Vizier in favour of his Father Rajah Bulwand Sing, in con- 
ſideration of his Services to the Company in the Year 1764. 


Extract of Secret Letter from Fort William, dated 12th October 1773 ; received in London 
| | | 26th March 1774. 

Par. 5. We have obtained from the Vizier a Renewal of the Sunnuds in Favour of 
Rajah Cheyt Sing, and his Poſterity, on the ſame Footing as it was granted to his 
Father Bulwant Sing, excepting only the Increaſe of 2 + Lacks to his Annual Tribute, 
which the Rajah had agreed to at his Acceſſion in 1770. 


Exiraf of Secret Conſultations, Fort William, 4th October 1773. | 


Extract of the Governor's Report. 


No. 3, is Perſian Copy of a Cowlnama or Engagement, which I obtained from the 
Vizier, contirming to Rajah Cheyt Sing and his Poſterity, the Stipulations formerly 
made in Behalf of bis Father Bulwant Sing.—-N? 4, is an Engliſh Tranſlation of it. Ne 5, 
Copy of the Vizier's Pottah or Rent Roll, fixed with Rajah Cheyt Sing for the Year 1178, 
and alluded to in the Cowlnama.—N? 6, an Engliſh Tranſlation of the Pottah.— Ne, 
the Tranſlation of a Letter which [ wrote to Rajah Cheyt Sing, as a further Aſſurance 
of the Conditions promiſed in the Cowlnama, _ 

e 


E 

The Cowlnama was executed in my Preſence, and atteſted by me. The Vizier de- 
ſired that the Stipulations made in Favour of the Rajah might be executed in this Mode 
rather than by an Article in the Treaty, and it was equally ſatisfactory to the Rajah. 
I muſt remark, that he had already given the Rajah a Cowlnama of this 7 58 ſoon after 
the Death of Bulwant Sing, through the Solicitation of Captain Harper, by the Ordec 
of the Select Committee; he could therefore have no reaſonable Plea to refuſe the Con- 
firmation of it. Nevertheleſs he ſeemed to think bis former Act of fo little Validity, 
that he preſſed me in very earneſt Terms for my Conſent, that he ſhould diſpoſſes the 
Rajah of the Forts of Peteefgur and Bydgygur, and take from him Ten Lacks of Ru- 
pees over and above the ſtipulated Rents ; and he ſeemed greatly diſſatisfied at my Refuſal. 
He argued that the Treaty of [llah:bad related to Bulwant Sing ſolely, and was never 
meant to extend to his Poſterity. I confeſs the Letter of the Treaty expreſſes no 
more ; yet I cannot conceive that either the Rajah or Lord Clive, when the Treaty was 
made, could have intended it in that Senſe. It has certainly been differently under— 
ſtood, both by the Company and by this Adminiſtration ; and the Vizier himſelf had be- 
fore put it out of all Diſpute, by the ſolemn Act paſſed in the Rajah's Favour on his 
Succeſſion to the Zemindary, I am well convinced that the Rajah's Inheritance, and 
perhaps his Life, are no longer ſafe than while he enjoys the Company's Protection which 
is his Due by the Ties of Juſtice, and the Obligations of public Faith, and which 
Policy enjoins us to afford him ever moſt effectually; his Country is a ſtrong Barrier 
to ours, without ſubjecting us to any Expence, and we may depend upon him as a ſure 
Ally whenever we may ſtand in need of his Services. | Mn os. 


Tranſlation of the new Cowlnama, or Agreement, given by the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla ts 
a 4 on Rhaja Cheyt Sing. Ne 4. „ 

The Affairs of the Zemindary and Takud of the Sircar of Benares, and Sircar 
Chunarah, and of the Mehalls of Jecanpoor, Beſeypore, Buddohy, Sukneſegurrah, 
Mubooſkhas, Sircar Gazeypoor, Sickinderpoor, Khereed, Shadeyabad, and Toppeh 
| Serinch, &c. which were under the Charge of Rajah Bulwand Sing, deceaſed, I do 
hereby grant and confirm unto you, upon their former Footing. It is necellary, that 
after deducting the Nankar, and Half of the Jaghire of Buddohy, you Monthly and 
| Annually pay into the Treaſury of the Sitcar the eſtabliſhed and ſtated Payments. By 
the Favour of God, whatever is promotive of your Honour ſhall be performed ; and, ex- 
cluſive of the Jumma ſpecified in the Cabooleet of the preſent Fuſſuly Year 1178, no 
Increaſe ſhall ever hereafter be demanded, And if you remain firm and ſteady in your 
Obedience, and in the Payment of your Rents, no Harm ſhall by any Means happen to 
your Ryots or Country. By the Word of God, and of the Hey Coran, and of the 
bleſſed [maums, this Agreement is made between me and my Heirs, and you and your 

| Heirs, and it ſhall never be deviated from. Dated the 18th Day of the Moon Jemmady- 
| _ ul-ſami, in the Year 1177, Hegiree, anſwering to the 6th December 1773, Engliſh Stile. 


-& true Tranſlation, 
| (Signed) Wa Redfearn Pa Tr. 


Tranſlation of the Pottuh given by the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla to Rajah Chiyt Sing. No 6, 


The Circar of Benares and Chumnarah, and the Mihals of the Sircar of Juanpoor, &e. 


including Land Rents and Syer Duties, and Havely Mahomed-abad, Benares, Muboos 
Khaus, Pergunnah Booder, &c. Talook of Sekinra Mow, in the Dependencies of the 
Pergunnah Khaundah, Pergunnah Buddoby, Lukneſegur, Beſeypoor, Sircar Gazeypoor, 
Pergunnah Sckinderpoor K hereed, Shadeyabad, and Toppeh Serinch, &c. Land Rents 
and Syer Duties included, after deducting the Duſtoor Dewanny, Nankar, Half of the 
Jaghire of Buddohy, and the other exempted Jaghires, and whatever has formerly been 
allowed as Deductions; I do now fully grant and make over to you, on the Terms of 
your Cabooleet, from the firſt of Khareef 1178, in conſideration of Benares Cum-ſunna 
Radars 22,48, 449, Aſſel and Ezafa, as ſpecified underneath, clear of all Expences of 
Sehbundy. It is neceſſary that you pay the above Sum to the Sircar, according to the 
ſtated and eſtabliſhed Kiſts, Year by Year; and by the Favour of God, there ſhall never 
be any Deviation from this Agreement. 


Particulars ; 


Particulars; viz. 


* 


Paid by Rajah Bulwand Sing as follows; 


Benares — — — 12, 0, 667 — 
Buddohy — — — 1,30, 000 — 
Sukneeſgur — — — 16,000 — 
Beleypoor — — — 2, O00, ooo — 
Gazey poor — — — 5500, ooo — 


Sbadey abad : 40,000 — 


1 5 20, 86, 60% — 
Deduct Nankar, Half of the Jaghire of Buddohy and | 
Altemgah, &c. AM _ 88,158 — — 


Nett Revenue paid by Rajah Bulwand Sing — 19,98,449 — — 
| Increaſe ſettled with Rajah Cheyt Sing — 2, 50, 00 — — 


Nett Revenue paid by Rajah Cheyt ding — 22,48,449 — — 
Dated the 27 Rejub, in the Vear of Hegire 1184. 
| 5 A true Tranſlation, 
(Signed) Wa. Redfearn, Pu, Tr. 
From the Governor to Rajah Cheyt Sing. Na 7. 
At this Time the Vizier of the Empire having given you an Agreement, under his Hand 
and Seal, which I have counterſigned, and alſo affixed my Seal to, it is neceſſary that, 


conformably thereto, and according to the Treaty concluded at Allahabad by Lord Clive 
and the Vizier, reſpecting Rajah Bulwant Sing, your deceaſed Father; you with the greateſt 


Cheerfulneſs pay to the Vizier, the Rents thereby eſtabliſhed, in which Caſe the Com- 


pany will always attend to your Welfare, and afford you their Care and Protection; and 
in the Agreements before mentioned, there ſhall never be any Breach or Deviation, >. 


A true Tranſlation. „ 
(Signed) Wu. Redfearn, 
ö . . 


Extract of Bengal Cinſultations the 13th of February 1775 Secret Department, 
At a Council; PRESENT, 


The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor Genetal, Preſident; 
. Lieutenant General John Clavering, 
_ The Honourable George Monſon, 
Richard Barwell, Eſau; 
Philip Francis, ö 


The Governor General conceives it to be neceſſary, before the Board proceed any further 
in the Buſineſs now before them, that one Principle upon which every other Reſolution 


muſt depend ſhould be determined, and therefore deſires that the following Queſtion be put: 


Whether this Board confiders the Treaties which were made with the late Nabob 
Suja Dowla as remaining in Force, or as having expired at his Death? 


Mr. Francis think that the Obligations contained in the ſeveral Treaties with the 


Vizier, to ſupport him in the Poſſeſſion of his Territories, were confined to his Perſon, 
and conſequently expired with him, 

Mr. Barwell—-This Queſtion muſt be deciſively determined by the expreſs Letter of the 
reciprocal Engagements of the contracting Parties; I therefore defire the Treaties may be 
reterred to; the Board will then ſee how far the Obligations extend. | 

Read, the Treaties of Allahabad and Benares. 

Mr. Barwell—I think the Treaties bind to his Heirs, 

Colonel Monſon—T think the Treaties with.the Vizier expire in his Perſon. . 

General Clavering—l deſire to know whether the Governor in the Word © Treaties,” 


comprehends the Engagements with the late Vizier reſpecting the Rohilla War? 


The Governor General—l conceive that my Opinion in this Point can be of no Uſe in 


deciding the Queſtion before us, becauſe it has already been decided by the Majority of the 
SEL, Com, Rep, II. D Board, 


„ = 
Board, that the Engagements with reſpe& to the Rohilla War, formed by the late Ad- 


- miniſtration with the late Vizier, had not the Obligation of Treaty, nor, if I rightly re- 


collect the Declaration made on this Subject, were in any Reſpect obligatory on this 
Government. | 19 8 | 
General Clavering—I could have wiſhed to have heard the Governor General's Opini- 
on upon the Queſtion I took the Liberty to ſubmit to him, on the Obligations of this 
Government to defend the Rohilla Country, as clearly given as that which Mr. Barwell 
gave in his Minute of the 3iſt October, becauſe I might have formed ſome Judgment of 
the Governor General's Ideas on the Force and Extent of the Treaties contracted with the 


late Vizier. I think the Treaty of Allahabad was broken by the ſubſequent Treaty of 


Benares, by which Corah and Allahabad were taken from the King, and, given to the 
Vizier, ſo that whatever Conception I might entertain of the Validity of the original Treaty, 
I think it now no longer obligatory on this Government, till the Court of Directors have 


given their Approbation of the Treaty of Benares, which entirely altered the Nature of 


the other. | | | 
The Governor General- I am of Opinion that the Treaties which were made with the 


late Nabob Sujah Dowla till continue in Force, and have admitted of no other Change, 


but in that of the Perſon of his Heir and Succeſſor ſtanding in his Place. —The Firſt Clauſe 
of the Firſt Article of the Treaty of Allahabad, in my Conſtruction of it, extends the 
Obligation of that Treaty to the whole Line of the Nabob Sujah Dowla's Heirs. The 


Treaty of Benares being but explanatory of the former in the Article which reſpects the 


Part of the Extra-Charges of the Forces employed in his Defence, muſt be underſtood in 


the ſame Senſe with reſpect to that Article; and the Firft Article expreſsly grants the 


Poſſeſſion of Corah and Allahabad to the Vizier for ever, a Term excluding all Limitation. 
Reſolved, That the Treaties made with the late Vizier Sujah Dowla, do not remain in 
Force, but expired at his Death. | 

The Governor General propoſes the following Queſtion: 

Whether a new defenſive Treaty ſhall be executed with the Nabob Aſoph-ul- 
Dowla, in caſe he himſelf ſhould ſolicit it? ; YN 

Mr. Francig—Suppoſing the Nabob to require our Aſſiſtance in ſupport of his Succeſ- 
ſion I think that a new defenſive Treaty ſhould be formed with him, on the moſt advanta- 
geous Terms which can be obtained for the Company. "I . 

Mr. Barwell—Certainly. 


Colonel Monſon—I think a new defenſive Treaty ſhould be executed with the Nabob 
Aſoph-ul-Dowla, on the moſt advantageous Terms for the Company. e 
The General agrees with Colonel Monſon. N 
The Governor General am of Opinion there ſhould, | | N 
Agreed, That a new defenſive Treaty be executed with the Nabob Aſoph-ul-Dowla, in 
caſe he ſolieits it. „ OR Sw, 
The Governor General propoſes, That each Member of the Board deliver in his Sen- 
timents of the Conditions to be required or acceded to for the new Treaty; not having 
himſelf ſufficiently conſidered this Subject in the Latitude which has been given to it by 
the foregoing Reſolution, he wiſhes to prepare what he may have to offer himſelf, unleſs 


any immediate Propoſition ſhould be made by any Member of the Board, on which he 


ſhould be willing to give his Opinion. 8 ö 
Reſolved to adjourn to the Evening, that every Member may prepare his Ideas on this 


Subject. 


Mulet in the Evening at Six o' Clock, according to Adjournment. 


Reſumed the Subject of the new Treaty to be formed with the Nabob of Owde, 
Agreeable to the Governor General's Popoſal in the Morning, the Members of the 
Board deliver in their ſeparate Opinions in Writing, as follows: 35 f 


= 


Mr. Francis—Suppoling it to be the Intereſt and Deſire of the preſent Nabob of Owde 


to enter into a new defenſive Treaty with the Company, by which we may oblige our- 


ſelves to guarantee to him the Poſſeſſion of any Part of his preſent Territories, I think that 
the following Articles ſhould be propoſed and inſiſted on for tie Advantage of the Company. 


1ſt. The pay of our Troops in his Service to be made equal to their real Expence, upon 
a new monthly Eſtimate, and to commence from the Acceſſion of the Preſent Nabob. 
2d. The Zemindary of Benares to be made dependant as a Fief on the United Kingdoms 


„of Bengal and Bahar; and the Tribute lately paid by the Rajah to the Vizier, to be paid 
to this Government, 


3d. The preſent Rajah of Benares to be confirmed in the Zemindary, which may be 


le ere in his Family under a fixed annual Tribute, and a fixed Fine at each future 


nveſtiture; a free Trade to be opened between theſe Provinces and his Country ; the 
Rajah's Authority in his own Government to be left full and uncontrouled. | 
4th. If the Poſſeſſion of the Rohilla Country, or any Part of it, be guaranteed by a fu- 


ture Treaty to the Nabob, that ſome favourable Terms be made for the ſurviving Chiefs 
of the Rohillas, or their Repreſentatives. 8 | 
| 2 | 


5th, 


t 
sch. The Debts from Suja Dowla (ſuppoſing them. not to be liquidated at the Conclu- 
ion of the new N to be conſidered and acknowledged by the preſent Nabob as due 
from himſelf, or the Repreſentative of the State of Owde for the T ime being. | 
6th. Beſides the Guarantee to be ſtipulated in return for the above Conditions, this 
Government ſhall undertake to obtain from the King a regular Confirmation of the Na- 
bob, in his Government, according to the Laws and Conſtitution of the Empire. 
7th. I conceive that the Attachment of Nudjif Cawn might be ſecured with the great- 
eſt Advantage to this Government, if through our Recommendation the King would 
appoint him Vizier of the Empire, with a Jaghire, which might eaſily be found for him 
either in the Douabe or the Rohilla Country. I underſtand he is one of the ableſt Men 
and beſt Soldiers in the Empire: If properly placed in point of local Situation, and his 
Attachment ſecured; he might ſerve as a Barrier to the Soubahdarry of Owde, either 
ng the Marattas, or any other Invaders from the Weſtern or Southern Parts of 
India, „ 
N (Signed) | P. Francis. 


The firſt Object to be attended to in a new Treaty, is the future Strength and Secu- 
rity of our own Poſſeſſions. "The Company have invariably declared againſt any further 
Acceſſion of Territory to themſelves; any Conditions of that Tendency are of courſe 
out of the Queſtion. F ; e 

iſt, I think the Conditions of the old Treaty (che Article reſpecting Corah and Alla- 
| habad excepted), is a good Foundation for any we may now chuſe to form. | 
2d. As it may be poſſible to increaſe the Subſidy for a Brigade employed in Owde, 


that Increaſe ought, if poſſible, to be effected; but its Extent being arbitrary, and de- 


pending entirely on the Pleaſure of the Board, we ſhould conſider in which Way to make 
our Aid the leaſt burthenſome, and moſt uſeful to our Ally. | 
Our Military Eſtabliſhment is become an intolerable Burthen, and the Directors have 
expreſsly recommended that ſuch Reduction take place in it as may be done with Safety 
to Bengal. To effect a Reduction appears here a ſecondary Object, the Safety of Ben- 
gal the firſt; to anſwer both, we ſhould engage our Ally to pay a reſpectable Body of 
Troops, ſuch. as we may at all Times be able abſolutely to command, and uſe as our 
own on any emergent Occaſion. If this can be effected, a proportionable Retrenchment 
of our own Forces may immediately take place, and the Burthen be removed from our 
Shoulders to thoſe of our Ally : This is preferable, in my Opinion, to the hiring out any 
Part of our own Forces occaſionally to defend Owde, &c. and will equally ſtrengthen 
the Nabob againſt his Foreign Enemies, while it renders him proportionably weak, and 
| dependant on us. | „%% 00 Fo 3 8 
zd. The Independency of Gauzipore and Owde is a great political Object, and 
ought to be inſiſted on; and whatever may be reſolved reſpecting the Revenue paid by 
the Raja of that Country, the Engliſh Government ought not to ſtand in the ſame Re- 
lation to it as the late Vizier, becauſe the Country of Benares and Gauzipore is a natural 
Barrier to theſe Provinces, and the Raja ſhould have the ſtrongeſt Tie of Intereſt to 
ſupport our Government, in caſe of any future Rupture with the Soubah of Owde, 

To make this his Intereſt, he muſt not be tributary to the Engliſh Government; for, 
from the Inſtant he becomes its Tributary, from that Moment we may expect him to 
ſide againft us, and by taking Advantage of the Troubles and Commotions that may ariſe, 
attempt to diſburthen himſelf of his pecuniary Obligations, EY | 

tg (Signed) R. Bar well. 


On the Death of a Soubah, the Soubahdarry eſcheats to the Crown; before Stipula-- 


tions are made with Aſoph ul Dowla, his Right to the Nabobſhip of Owde ſhould be 
legally aſcertained. | 


If the King nominates any other Perſon to the Nabobſhip of Owde, our Oppoſition to 


that Appointment is a Violation of the Laws of that Government under which we oſten- 
ſibly hold the Dewannee. | we | 
I think therefore in the preſent Inſtance, we ſhould act as Mediator between the King 
and Aſoph ul Dowla. This Meaſure will be ſerviceable to the young Nabob, reſpectful 
to the King, and obviate many Circumſtances that may hereafter appear inconſiſtent 
in our Conduct. | Pb TE, 
Supporting Mirza Ammanee in the Succeſſion, without the King's Firmaund, will be 
an Act of Rebellion. eos | | | 
The King's Firmaund therefore appears to be indiſpenſably neceſſary, as a Sanction for 
our Conduct and Honour. | | 
For this Service done the Nabob, we ſhould require that Cheyt Sing's Zemindary be 
| annexed to the Soubahſhip of Bengal or Bahar, or to both | 
To engage for the young Nabob ſtrictiy to adhere to all Treaties made between the 
King and Sujah Dowla, and to endeavour to prevail on the Nabob to give the whole of 
the Rohilla Country to the King, | | 1 
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95 1. | 
The King Shaw Allum, for theſe Advantages, and for the Reſpe& ſhewn him, ſhould 
make over the-Sovereignty of Bengal and Bahar to the King of Great Britain, and 
relinquiſh all Claims to his Tribute. | 
If thefe Terms are too ſevere on the Nabob, they may be mitigated by relinquiſhing 

the Sums that remain due from him for the Conqueſt of the Rohilla Country, x 

If the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowla requires the Aſſiſtance of a Brigade, he ſhould pay all 
Charges attending it. F 

I mean by Charges, the Pay, Batta, and contingent Expences. ; 
(Signed) G. Monſon, 


In conſidering the important Subject which is now before us, I have Two Objects in 
View; Firſt, The obtaining the greateſt poſſible Advantage to the Company, in con- 
fideration of the defenſive Aid propoſed to be offered to the new Nabob; the Second is 
the avoiding the greateſt probable Inconveniency to the State by Virtue of the Engage- 


ments we may enter into with him, 

As the Baſis of all my Reaſoning, the following Premiſes muſt be granted to me: Firſt, 
That the Nabob Mirza Ammanee poſſeſſes ſuch Diſqualifications of Character, that he 
cannot maintain himſelf or his Muſnud without our Aſſiſtance ; Secondly, That there is a 
political Neceſſity in this Government, not to allow any other Prince to occupy the 
Soubahſhip of Oude, and the Countries of Corah and Allahabad, without our Concur- 
rence, | Fi | 

It is well known that there will be as many Competitors for the Countries left by the 

late Vizier as there are Powers in that Part of Indoſtan; the King, the Marattas, the 
Jauts, the Rohillas, Nudjif Cawn, and even ſome of the Nabob's own Family and Com- 
manders of his Army, will probably all or moſt of them ftrive to obtain ſome Share of 
his Dominions, 13 5 
The Queſtion then is, Will it be for the Intereſt of the Company to permit any of 
theſe Princes to eſtabliſh themſelves in the Provinces bordering on Bengal without our 
Conſent ? —1I am of Opinion there would be great Danger in permitting it. In that 
Caſe, what Meaſure muſt be purſued to render us the Arbiters of thoſe Countries con- 
ſiſtently with thoſe Views which I firſt ftated——the obtaining the greateſt poſſible Ad- 
2 to the Company, and avoiding the greateſt probable Inconveniency in the Un- 

ertaking ? | + OO OY | 
be crenteſ Advantage, in my Conception, that can be obtained for the Company, is, 
Firſt, The total Extinction of the King's Claim to the Tribute on theſe Provinces ; Se- 
condly, That the Zemindary of Benares and Gauzipore ſhall be held by the Cheyt Sing 
of the Company, inſtead of the Soubah of Oude. To obtain the Firſt it ſhould be 
propoſed to the King, That he ſhould renounce his Tribute on theſe Provinces, that he 
ſhould acknowledge the Nabob of Oude to be Soubah of that Country, and ſhould ap- 
point him Vizier. | 8 

In Return for this Favour, we ſhould reſtore to him the Countries of Corah and Al- 
lababad. The Nabob, in Return to the Favour ſhewn to him and procured by our 
Mediation, ſhould relinquiſh to the Company the Sovereignty of Benates and Gauzipore, 
to be held as at preſent by Cheyt Sing, on his paying his Tribute to the Company; In 


order to attach this Raja to the Company, his Tribute ought to be diminiſhed at leaſt 


Three Lacks of Rupees. 
Whatever Aſſiſtance ſhall be afterwards required by either the King or the Nabob, for 
the Defence of their reſpective Countries of Corah and Allahabad, and the Province 
of Oude, not leſs than Three Lacks per Month ſhould be paid to the Company, as 
Jeſs than that will not defray the Expence of a Brigade ſerving out of the Provinces, 


(Signed) f J. Clavering. 


On the Grounds already reſolved on, I propoſe the following Articles for the new 
Treaty, premiſing, that I conſider the Debts due from the late Vizier, as not appertaining 


to the Subject of the intended Treaty, Theſe we claim as a Right, exempt from any 
future Negotiation, 6 


1ſt. That the Treaties of Allahabad and By this Propoſirion the Monthly Subſidy 
Benares be renewed on the Footing on for dur Army will remain, as ſettled with 
which they ſtood at the Vizier's Death, the late Vizier, at 2,10,000 Rupees, I 
"i, am againſt augmenting it. The Expence 
ought not to exceed that Sum. If more be 
agreed on, it will either diſcourage the 
Nabob from employing the Brigade, or he 
will employ it, and moſt probably ſuffer it 

to run in Arrears, 


ad. That 


e 1 
. That the perpetual and independent 


The Rajah of Penares, from the Situation 
Poſſeſſion of the Zemindaty of Benares and 


| . of his C:untry, which is a Frontier bath to the 
its Dependencies, be covfirmed and gua- Provinces of Oude and Babar, may be made a 
ranteed to Rajah Cheyt Sing and his Heirs ſerviceable Ally to the C:mpany, whenever their 
for ever, ſubject only to the Annual Pay- A Fairs ſhall require it. 
ment of the Revenues hitheito paid to the confidered in this Light both by the Comp ny and 
late Vizier, amounting to Benares St Ru- the ſucceſſive Members of the late Council; but 
pres 23,71,056. 12. to be diſpoſed of as to enſure his Attachment to the Company, his 
expreſſed in the following Article; that no Intere/t muf? be connected with it, which can— 
other Demand be made upon him, either 72 be belter effected than by freeing him totaly 
by the Nabub of Oude or this Government, em the Remains of his preſent Vallal:ge under 
nor any Kind. of Authority or Juriſdiction the Guarantee und Protection of the Cimpany, 
exerciſed by either within the Dominions and at the ſame Time guarding him aovinft any 
aſſig ned him. ö Apprebenſions from this GEtvernment, by thus 

| pledging its Fazih, that no Eur bments fhall 

ever be made on his Rights by the Company. 


3% That an equal Partition be made of I propoſe this Article with ſome Reluc- 
the Revenue of the Zemindary of Benares, tance, as contrary to my Idea of the Right 
between the Company and the Nabob of of the Natob of Oude, in virtue of the 
Oude; that is to ſay, That the Rajah ſhall 
pay monthly to each, the Sum of 98,823. ther and the Company; but it is conform— 
2. 9. amounting on the Whole to Rupees able to the Principle adopted by the Boa: d 
23,7 1,656. 12 ; and that this Participation in the Reſolution paſſed this Morning, and 
be expreſsly declared to be intended as a may perhaps be obtained without much Op- 

Pledge and Acknowledgment of the equal poſition from the Nabob; at the ſume Time 


Relation in which the Rajah and his Suc- that it contributes to fix the Indeper dency of the 
ceſſors are heteafter to ſtand to both Go- 


vernments. | Foundation. 


(Signed) Warren Haſtings, 
Agreed, That theſe ſeveral Opinions lie for further Conſideration, 


Extract of a Letter from the Governor General and Council in Bengal, in their Secret Department 
| to the Court of Directors of the Eaſt India Company, dated the 24th February 1775. 


Par. 2. We then informed you of the declining State of. the Vizier's Health, accord- 
ing to the Intelligence we received from Mr. Middleton; and that in his Opinion he 
could not ſurvive long. On the 6th Inſtant, by Letters from Colonel Galliez, ws are 
informed he was aQuually dead. The Colonel had previouſly apprized us of the imminent 
Danger in which the Vizier lay ; and we had difpatched Inſtructions to him, to ſupport 
the Pretenſions of Mirza Amanny, the Nabob's eldeſt and only legitimate Son, in the 


Succeſhon, in caſe of his Father's Death, and immediately to move the Brigade down to 


Fyzabad, to prevent any Diſturbance in the City on the Occaſion. We at the ſme 
] ime ordered the Third Brigade to march up from Barrampore to Dinapore, that it might 
be nearer to the Frontier in caſe any Service ſhould be required, 12 855 | 

Par. 4. Juſt before the Vizier's Death, he wrote a Letter to the Governor General, 
which was afterwards tranſmitted to its Addreſs by Mahomed Elich Khan, bis Miniſter and 
favourite Servant, accompanied by One from himſelf.— By theſe Letters it appears that 
Mirza Amanny, otherwiſe called Aſoph ul Dowlah, had his Father's poſitive Nomination 
to the Succeilion ; and though by all Accounts he poſſeſſes neither the Qualities of the 
Heart nor Head equal to the Station to which he is thus called 
Reaſon to think that his Right will be diſputed, ij e 

5. In conformity to thoſè Aſſurances which we gave in our laſt Letter to your Honour- 
able Court, we have had in Deliberation the Line which on this important Event it ma 
de moſt proper for us to purſue, for drawing from it the greateſt poſſible Benefit to 
the Company's Aﬀairs, We have already determined, that the ſpecihe Conditions of 
our former Alliances with the Vizier expired with him; and that although we owe Friend- 
ſhip to the preſent Nabob, as Heir to his Father, we are not bound to any ſpecial Services 
to him, In this eflential Point it is neceſſary to mention, that the Sentiments of the 
Board were not unanin.2us, as will appear upon the Proceedings. Our preſent Engage- 
ment goes no farther than to a fimple Acknowledgment of bis Title; and therefore, ſhould 
he apply to vs for Aſſiſtance and effective Support, we mean to afford it only on ſuch 
Terms and Stipulations as to us ſhall appear moſt advantageous to the Company, and 
honourable to the Britiſh Name. As this is a Subject of great Magnitude and Importance, 
we have choſen to enter upon it in Council with all the Deliberation which it requires. 
The Ideas of the different Members will appear in the Conſultation referred to in the 


Margin ; they are not given in as concluſive Opinions, but as Sentiments ſubject to be 
SEL. CoM, REP. II. E canvaſſed, 


H. tas anvays been 


Treaty originally formed between his Fa- 


Zemindary of Benares, on the moſt permanent 


„we have not as yet any 
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canvaſſed, modified, and corrected, and tending only to throw Lights on the Subject be- 
fore the final Determination of the Board; when that Determination takes place, you 
ſnall be duly adviſed. | 

Par, 6. Mr. Briſtow, who has ſet out for his Reſidency at the Court of the new Nabob, 
will be furniſhed with ample Inſtructions on theſe Heads, 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 8th March 1775. 


' At a Council; PRESENT, 


The Honourable Waren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, Preſident, 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, Ns 
The Honourable George Monſon, 
Richard Barwell, OG 
Philip Francis, — 


Mr. Francis having ſent in the following Minute the Day after the Date of the above 
Council, it was circulged for the Peruſal of each Member of the Board, and is now 
recorded. IP | | "a 


En, Fort William, 4th March 1775. 

I believe it was underſtood by the Board, that in my Anſwers to the ſeveral Queſtions 
propoſed laſt Night by the Governor General, relative to a new defenſive Treaty with the 
Soubah of Oude, I meant that all the Conditions which I thought this Government might 
aſſent to in favour of the Soubah, or inſiſt upon in behalf of the Company, had an 
united and inſeparable Relation to each other, As however my Anſwers to each Propo- 
fition may appear to be given abſolutely, and independent of that mutual Relation by 
which I meant to unite them, I now beg leave to explain my Intention, with reſpect to 
all the Governor's Propoſitions conſidered in one View. a. 

I. I make the Ceſſion or Transfer of the Revenue or Tribute (paid by the Rajah of 
Benares) from the Nabob of Oude to this Government for ever, a preliminary and 
fundamental Condition, without which I do not mean to conſent to any Treaty of Gua- 
rantee whatſoever in fayour of the Nabob, unleſs an Alternative ſhall be propoſed which 
may appear equally advantageous to this Government. If, for example, the Nabob would 
rather relinquiſh his Claim to Corah and Illiabad than his preſent Right over the Zemin- 
dary of Benares, I ſhall be very willing to come to an Accommodation with him on that 
Point. The Recovery of thoſe Countries might enable us to adjuſt all Diſputes or Dif- 
ferences with the King upon a Footing equally honourable and advantageous to the 
Company. | 3 1 8 ü 
3 this firſt fundamental Article to be ſettled, I then conſent to the Gua- 
rantee of Oude and Benares to the Nabob for his Life, without any Reſervation ; or, 
if he prefers Corah and Illiabad to Benares, I then include thoſe Countries in the Gua- 
rantee, provided the Treaty of Benares ſhall be approved of, and confirmed by the 
Honourable Court of Directors. | 

3- With this Guarantee, on which ever of the Two Principles it may be ſettled, I 
mean to unite the Article of the Subſidy to be paid for the Service of ſuch Part of our 
Troops as may be employed at the Nabob's Requiſition in defending the Dominions 
guaranteed to bim, provided the firſt great Point be adjuſted to our Satisfaction. I would 
not ultimately inſiſt on raiſing the Subſidy beyond its preſent Eftabliſhment. The firſt 
Demand however ſhould be made for the entire Expence; we may aiterwards gradually 
relax from it if we think proper. „ 
4. In agreeing to the propoſed Independence of the Rajah of Benares, my Meaning 
was to adhere ſtrictly to the Third Paragraph of my Minute of the 13th of February, the 
Zemindary may be perpetuated in his Family on fixed and unalterable Conditions. The 
Conditions I propoſed, tend to ſecure us a great Acceſſion of Revenue without any Ac- 
ceſſion of Territory. It is highly for his own Advantage to be conſidered as a Vaſſal of 
the Sovereign of theſe Kingdoms, holding a great hereditary Fief by a fixed Tenure, and 
acknowledging the Sovereign of Bengal and Bahar to be his Lord Paramount. Speaking 
my Sentiments without Reſerve, I muſt declare, that in ſettling this Article, I look for- 
ward to the Aſſertion or Acceptance of the Sovereignty of theſe Provinces, pleno jure, on 
the Part of His Moſt Gracious Majeſty the King of Great Britain. | 

Signed) 
0 P. Francis. 


Extras 


E 


Extra Bengal Secret Conſultations, 8% March 1775. 


Extract of the Governor General and Council's Inſtructions to the Reſident at Oude. 


Theſe Matters being thus ſettled, you will then be at Liberty to liſten to any Over- 
tures for a new Treaty which the Nabob may chooſe to make; and in this Caſe you will 
take Care to intimate to him, that although the Company regard him as an Ally, and have 
not ſcrupled to acknowledge his Right to his Father's Succeſſion, yet that the ſpecific 
Conditions of the ſeveral I reaties made between the Company and his Father being mere] 

temporary and perſonal, they of courſe expired with him, That therefore if he {the new 
Nabob) thinks it neceſſary alſo to require any ſpecific Aſſiſtance or Service from this 


Government, it will be proper that a new Treaty, with new Stipulations, be entered into 
between us. | | 


Poſſibly one of the Firſt Articles he will propoſe, will be the Guarantee on our Parts of 


al! his Father's Dominions to him; and as our Ideas on this Article may not co:reſpond 
with his Expectations, it will require particular Delicacy in opening them to him. We 
therefore recommend this particularly to your Attention, and ſhall explain them fully to 
you as a Guide for your immediate Conduct; not meaning to bind ourſelves abſolutely to 
adhere to them, ſhou!d we find it expedient to recede afterwards in any Degree. 

Firſt, you muſt acquaint him that the Rohilla Country lately conquered by his Father, 
being now completely in his Poſſefion, and the Company having faithfully fulfilled all 
their Engagements reſpecting it, we look upon it as unneceſſary tor us to interfere longer 


in its immediate Defence, eſpecially as his own Power is ſufficient for that Purpoſe, and 


that it would be carrying our Troops to too great a Diſtance from our own Frontiers to 


take upon us a conſtant Guarantee of its Poſſeſſion to him; therefore this Article we 
muſt decline. Et | 


As to the Conqueſts in the Duab, they having been undertaken without our Conſent or 


Participation, and no Aſſiſtance either required or expected from us at the Time, and 


even an expreſs Declaration from the then Adminiſtration to the Vizier, that they would 


not aſſiſt him; we never looked upon ourſelves as any way concerned in them, and can- 


not now enter into any Engagement for maintaining them. 5 
With reſpect to the Provinces of Oude, Corah, and Allahabad, we ſhall make no Scruple 
to guarantee to him the Poſſeſſion of the Firſt and of the To Jaſt, till ſuch Time as the 
Determination of the Court of Directors on the Treaty of Benares be known. It is pro- 
bable that the Advice of this Determination will arrive before any Treaty can be finally 
adjuſted with the Nabob, in which Caſe we ſhall be able to give you more preciſe Inſtrue- 
tions on this Article, In the mean Time the above is the Line you are to take in conver- 
ſing with the Nabob upon it. | 


But as in the Caſe of a defenſive Treaty between the Company and the Nabob, and 


that they ſhould take upon them the Guarantee of any Part of his Dominions, it is fit they 


{nould reap an Advantage from it equivalent to the Service which they are to render him, 
and to the Hazard which they take upon themſelves; you will therefore give the Nabob 
to underſtand, that ſuch Equivalent is to be expeCted of him; and you will throw out in 
your firſt Converſation with him on the Subject, that you have Reaſon to: believe if he 


were to relinquiſh and make over to them for ever the Tribute which he receives from the 


| Rajah Cheyt Sing, together with the Sovereignty of the Province poſſeſſed by that Rajah, 
it would be accepted as a full Compenſation for the Protection they would agree to afford 
him, that thus yielding up to his beſt Friends a Tribute which bears a ſmall Proportion 


to his other Revenues, it would better enable them to afford a ſolid and effectual Protec- 


tion for the reſt, and at the ſame Time encroach little on his real Dominion as a Sovereign 
Prince, ſince it would only be his relinquiſhing the nominal Authority over a Province 
where he hardly at preſent exerciſes any. . | 5 
Such are the generaf Points on which we are willing to enter into a defenſive Treaty 
with the new Nabob of Oude, and which muſt be the Groundwork of any Negociations 
for that Purpoſe with him.“ It will be your Buſineſs, whenever theſe commence, ſuppo= 


ſing always that the Propoſition firſt comes from him, to explain our Ideas to him in the 


moſt clear and preciſe Manner, that no Mifunderſtanding may afterwards ariſe; and you 
will endeavour to convince him of their Juſtice and Propriety. You muſt further acquaint 
bim, that in any Treaty with him, where the ſpecific Aid of any Body of our Troops may 
be ſtipulated, we expect that the Monthly Subſidy ſhall be aſcertained at a Sum equal to the 
real and whole Expence; that we experienced in the laſt Campaign that the Subſidy paid 
by his Father was conſiderably leſs than the real Charge of the Brigade, which ſerved to 


involve us in Difficulty and Diftreſs ; and in a ſimilar Caſe with regard to him, it might 


prevent us from affording him that hearty and effective Aid which it is our Intention to 
beſtow. | 


Provided the Surrender of his Claims on the Revenues and Sovereignty of Gauzipore be 
adjuſted to our Satisfaction, we think proper to inform you, in the ſtricteſt Reliance and 
Confidence in your Diſcretion, that in that Caſe we do not mean to inſiſt ee 
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raiſing the Subſidy beyond its preſent Eſtabliſhment. And this Hope you are at Liberty 
to hold out to the Nabob as from yourſelf only, and without Authority from us. Your 
firſt Demand on the Head of the Subſidy, ſhould be made for the entire Expence ; we may 
afterwards gradually relax from it if we think proper. We need not tell you however, 
that you will render a moſt acceptable and uſeful Service to the Company, in obtaining the 
whole Demand according to the Terms in which you are ordered to make it in the firſt 
Inſtance. 

If when the Nabob ſhall be thoroughly poſſeſſed of our Ideas and Expectations with 
reſpect to the Terms of the propoſed Treaty, he ſhould give a direct and poſitive Retuſal 
to treat on ſuch Terms, you are then to ſuſpend all further Negociations with him, and 
report to us the preciſe Terms of his Refuſal ; informing him at the ſame Time, that it is 
our Determination to withdraw our Troops immediately out of his Country, and that he 
muſt expect ſuch Orders from us in Reply to your Report. We expect that you 
will obtain a preciſe Satisfaction from him on this Point, as ſoon as it is poſſible, and that 
you do not ſuffer yourſelf to be amuſed by a Negociation, of which the Nabob may avail 
himſelf during his preſent urgent Neceſſity; and when he has confirmed himſelf in his 


Government, under the Countenance and Protection of our Troops, may afterwards break 
off the Treaty. | 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 6th April 1775. 
At a Council; PRESENT, * 


The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident, 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, 
The Honourable Geo. Monſon, 


Richd Barwell f 
Philip F ragcis, 5 Eiquires. 


Read the following Letter from Mr. Briſtow, the Reſident at the Court of the Nat ob 
Aſoph ul Dowla. 1 | 1 1 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and the Members of 


the Honourable Supreme Council at Fort William, 


_ Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 7 1 | 8 | 
I am this Evening honoured by the Receipt of your Letter of the 8th Inſtant, contain- 


ing full and explicit Inſtructions relative to the Treaty. All I have hitherto ſaid to the 


Nabob about it was, that the Engliſh were firmly united to him in Friendſhip, and had 
therefore authorized me to negociate this Matter, 8 

On his Excellency's repeatedly aſking me regarding the Terms of the new Treaty, I 
always anſwered, That I could not, according to my preſent InſtruQions, finally conclude 
any Thing; but when he was at Leiſure tolgive in his Preliminaries, I would forward them 
for the Approbation of the Honourable Board. He appeared anxious to confirm the 
Treaty of Benares, without taking any Notice of thoſe made either at Allahabad, or by 


the Deputation in the Year 1768. 


This is the Situation in which the Negociation now ſtands; and as I have purpoſely 
avoided to deſcend to Particulars with his Excellency, the Channel is left open fur the 
Propolitions the Honourable Board are pleaſed to inſtruct me to make. | 


. 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 27th April 1775. 


Extradt of a Letter from the Reſident at Oude to the Governor General and Council, dated the 
141th April 1775. » 


My laſt was on the 11th Inſtant, ſince when I am favoured, with your Letter of the 
30th Ultimo. I in conſequence waited upon his Excellency, and intimated your Com- 
mands to him. He at firſt expreſſed great Diſcontent at the Honourable Board's protect- 
ing Rajah Cheyt Sing; called him his Zemindar, of whom he had a Right to require his 
Rents in Advance; and told me that he did not think I was authorized to make any Re- 
preſentation to him on this Head, or that of the Releaſe of the Rohilla Families, for 
« the Governor General would have wrote to him, as well as to me, on theſe Matters.” 


I hereupon quoted the Words of my Credentials, and requeſted his Excellency to conſider 


my Truſt was general, and that it was intended he ſhould pay Attention to any Repre- 


ſentations I ſhould make in the Name of the Honourable Board, and this Mode of Nego- 
Ciation had been adopted to ſave Trouble on both Sides. | 


I likewiſe quoted the Treaty ſubſiſting between the late Vizier and Rajah Cheyt Sing, 
and their Heirs reſpectively, of which the Company were the Guarantees ſo long as the 


Rajah 


* 1 


Sl. Cow. REP. II. 
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Rajah paid his Kiſts when they became due; and his Excellency, on his Patt, could not 
demand either an Increaſe of Rent or Sums in Advance, 3 fe 
After a long Converſation, his Excellency confeſſed he had, on my fiſt mentioning the 
Matter, not recolleted the Circumſtances I had explained to him; that his Reaſon for 
granting the laſt Tuncaw, was the Rajah's having once before paid one in Favour of the 
Company for Five Lacks of Rupees, and thought he would do it again ; beſides this, he 
had at the Time no other Means of diſcharging ever fo ſmall a Part of the Money due 
from him to the Company. I upon this told his Excellency, what he alſo pretended not 
to remember, that the Rajah bad been induced to pay the Firſt Tuncaw of Five Lacks 
with great Difficulty, and did it ſolely to avoid Altercation ; that he would not now by a 
Repetition eſtabliſh a Precedent fo diſadvantageous to himſelf, and contrary to the Letter 


of the Treaty. 


At my Interview this Day there were many People preſent: I therefore thought it ne- 
ceſſary, after the Converſation which had paſſed, both to ſupport the Honour of the Go- 
vernment and the Credit of my own Station, to tell his Excellency, that the Honourable 


Board would never ſuffer the Rights of their Dependents to be infringed ; Rajah Cheyt 


Sing was to be conſidered in this Light, and he muſt expect to fee him protected, for that 
he was not to be put upon a Footing with his other Zemindars, by 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 6th June 1775. | 
Tranſlation of the propoſed Articles of the Treaty with the Nabob Aſuf ul Dowlah. 


The Nabob Aſuf ul Dowlah, Jeayaa Cawn Behadre, Hozeblus Jung, on the 3 
Part; and the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, and the Mem- 


bers of the Supreme Council of Fort William, for and in the Name of the Engliſh Eaft , 


India Company, on the other Part, agreeable to the following Articles: | 
Firſt, That univerſal Peace, firm Friendſhip, and perfect Union, ſhall for ever be 


eſtabliſhed between the Nabob Aſuf ul Dowlah and the Engliſh Eaſt India Company; 


the contracting Powers, with a View of maintaining a reciprocal Friendſhip in the future, 
ſhall not for any Cauſe, or under any Pretence, encourage the Reiats and the Inhabitants 
of their Soubahs in committing Hoſtilities and Diſturbances, and every Thing ſhall be 


_ avoided by the ſaid Powers which might occaſion them; their Friends and Enemies are 
mutual; and any Perſon who ſhall run away and take Refuge in the Country of one of 


the ſaid Parties, ſhall be given up to the other, and no Aſſiſtance afforded him. 
Second. The aforeſaid Nabob engages never to entertain or receive in his Dominions 


Coſſim Ally Cawn, the former Soubahdar of Bengal, and Sumroo, the Murderer of the 


Engliſh; even in Caſe of his getting them into his Hands, he will, out of Friendſhip, 
make them Priſoners, and deliver them up to the Engliſh Company. He alto engages 


not, for any Cauſe, or under any Pretence, to entertain Europeans of any Nation in his 
Service, without the Conſent of the Engliſh Company: That he will prevent, oppoſe, 


and ſend back ſuch as offer to come in, to paſs through, or remain, or ſhall now be in 
his Dominions, without the Perwannah of the Engliſh Company. The Europeans of 
every Nation in the Service of the ſaid Nabob are hereby diſmiſſed ; and now and in the 


future he engages never to entertain the ſaid Europeans ; and to deliver up to the Engliſh 
Company ſuch of their Servants who have deſerted or may deſert, in caſe of his appre- 
| hending them. 1 e 15 | 

Third. If the King ſhould write any Thing relative to the Affairs of the Nabob 


Aſuf ul Dowlah to the Engliſh Serdars, they will attend to the Satisfaction, Advantage, 


and Inclination of the ſaid Nabob, and not conſent to what the King may ſay or write. 


In like Manner, if the King ſhould write to the Nabob Aſuf ul Dowlah, relative to the 


Affairs of the Engliſh Serdars, he will attend to their Satisfaction, Advantage, and In- 
clination, and not conſent to what he may ſay or write. Od | 

| Fourth. The Countries of Corah and Allahabad ſhall always and for ever remain in 
the Poſſeſſion of the Nabob Aſuf ul Dowlah, on the ſame Footing as the Soubah of 
Oude; and they ſhall on no Account in the future be diſturbed by the Engliſh ; nor will 


they ever requeſt a Dam or Derrum, or any Thing from the ſaid Countries, The Engliſh 
Serdars engage to defend the Soubah of Oude at all Times, and Corah and Allahabad until 


the Pleaſure of the Court of Directors ſhall be known. 


Fifth. The ſaid Nabob, for the Defence of his Country as above ſpecified, declares, 
That he has given up of his own free Will and Accord, unto the Engliſh Company, all 
the Diſtrifts dependant on Rajah Cheyt Sing, together with the Land and Water Duties, 
and the Sovereignty of the ſaid Diſtricts in Perpetuity— That the Engliſh Company ſhall, 


after One Month and a Half from the Date of this Treaty, take upon them the Sove- 


reignty and Poſſeſſion of the Diftrits under Rajah Cheyt Sing, as hereunder ſpecified ; viz. 


Sircar Benares, The Diftrits of Junapore, 
Sircar Chumar, = Bighpore Bahdore, 
Sukteſſgun, _ Moullbooz Kawis. 


The Sircar Gauzypore 
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[ 22 ] 
The Purgunnahs of Seckunderpore, Jeride, Shaay, Abad, Toppa, Surchehur, &e. 


as formerly, 


The Mint and Cutwally of Benares. 


Sixth. The Nabob Aſuf ul Dowlah, for the Aid and Aſſiſtance of the Engliſh Troops 
when ſtationed with him, ſhall pay Monthly, from the Date of this Treaty, for the 
Charges of a Brigade, the Sum of Two Lacks Sixty thouſand Oude Sicca Rupees, of 
the 16th Year, agreeable to the preſent Currency. —If in future this Currency ſhould be 
aboliſhed, the Decreaſe or Increaſe of Batta ſhall be mutually given and received by the 
Parties. The Particulars of a Brigade are, viz. | 


Two Battalions, or One Regiment of Europeans, 
One Company of Artillery, and 
Six Battalions of Sepoys. 


The aforeſaid Nabob {hall, whenever the Engliſh Troops paſs the e of the 
Company's Provinces at his Requeſt, pay the flipulated Sum Monthly from that Time 
until their Return to the aboveſaid Boundaries. 

Seventh. If the aforeſaid Nabob ſhall ever require the Aid and Aſſiſtance of the Eng- 
liſh Company, for the Defence of any other of his Countries beſides thole above ſpecified, 
he will fix ſomething for the Company proportioned to the Service. 

The Engliſh Company and all the Engliſh Serdars, engage to perform whatever Articles 
are now mutually ſettled ; and in the future, during the Life of the Nabob Aſuf ul Dow- 

lab, they will never vary or depart from them — They will not, in any Reſpect or Man- 
ner, make Kequeſts of any Thing new, contrary to the Tenor of this Treaty. 
I be Parties mutually ſwear according to their reſpective Faiths, to abide by theſe En- 
gagements, Dated the 20th of "RubbyouteBacil, 1189 of the Hegira, or the 21ſt of 
as Folks 
A true Tranſlation. 
(Signed) John Briſtow, 
Reſt at the Court of the Nabob of Owde, 


Compared wich an atteſted Copy ſent down by Mr. Briſtow, and found to be an exact 
Tranſlation, except that the Word Bahdoer, in the Liſt of Diſtricts, was omitted, which 


1 have inſerted 
5 H. D' Oyley, 
Acts Perſa 1 


Extract of Bengal Secret C onſultations, 6th June 177 LY 


Renal of a Letter from Mr, Briſtow to the Governor General, dated Camp pp. ite to Kon- 
najee, 22d May 1775. 


I humbly ſubmit my Conduct to the Honourable Board, in agreeing to the Sum of | 
Fifty thouſand Rupees a Month for the Increaſe of Subſidy, as Murtehret Cawn repeat- 
edly obſerved to me. Benares, &c. now ceded to the Company, inſtead of 22 Lacks, 
might be eſtimated at Fifty per Annum , it being rented, the Difference between theſe 
Iwo Sums, under its real Value. T' transfer ſuch a Revenue to the Engliſh, and at 
the ſame Time conſent to an Increaſe of Subſidy for defending Oude only, for in fact the 
Stipulation, in regard to Corah and Illahabad, could hardly be conſidered binding, when 
Letters from the Court of Directors might arrive the very Day after the ſigning of the 
Treaty, and leave the Company at Liberty to require new Terms for this Service. He 
for a long Time, in the Name of the Nabob, therefore poſitively rejected this Article; 
but after much Perſuaſion, 1 convinced him of the Propriety of it ; and as the Honourable 
Board did not fix a Sum, and the Juncture was favourable for concluding every Point, I 
_ thought it prudent to accept what was offered. | 
— Together with the Treaty I received Purwannahs ora the Nabob to Rajah Cheyt 
Sing, the Cutwah, and the Dorogo of the Mint at Benares, directing them to deliver 
over the ſeparate Truſts to the Company at the ſtipulated Time, I have encloſed the 
original Perwannahs by this Night's Dawk to Mr. Motte, defiring him and | the other 
Parties to acknowledge the Receipt of them, 


Extract r Bengal Secret Conſultations, 6th June 1775. 
Tranſlation of an Agreement under the Seal of his Excellency the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah. 


In caſe of any Perſons having any Demand, or having received Tunkaws on Rajah 
Cheyt Sing, or on the Diſtricts under him, agrecable to my Orders, ſuch Demands or 
Tunkaws do not depend on the ſaid Rajah, or on the ſaid Diſtricts, but are due from 


myſelf. 
The 


11 


without Incumbrances, Delay, Dues, Debts, Tuncaws, &c. I wholly give up to the 
Engliſh Company, at the Expiration of One Month and a Half. 
Dated the 20th of Rubby ut Ewut, 1189 of the Hegira, or the 21ſt of May 1775. 
A true Tranſlation, 
(Signed) John Briſtow, 
Rest at the Court of Nb of Owde. 


Compared with an atteſted Copy ſent down by Mr. Briſtow, and found to be an exact 
Tranſlation, 


(Signed) J. H. D'Oyley, 
Þn 


© 


| Extract of Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 3d ug 1775. 

Par. 2. Tt is now with the greateſt Satisfaction we can inform you, that the Nabob 
Aſoph ul Dowlah has conſented fully and totally to the Terms we propoſed for a new 
Treaty with him, as adviſed you in our Letter of the 24th March laſt, The Treaty was 
finally adjuſted between the Nabob and the Reſident at his Court on the 21ſt May laſt, 
and the Ratification executed by us immediately after the Receipt of the Treaty. 

3. In the Conſultation referred to in the Margin, is inſerted an exact Copy of the 
Treaty as ſigned by us. The Articles differ in nothing eſſential from thoſe agreed upon 
to be offered to the Nabob when we firſt determined to renew our Alliance with him. 
The Ceſſion of Benares, and the other Territories of the Rajah Cheyt Sing to the Com- 

pany, we flatter ouſelves will prove perfectly agreeable to your Ideas, as it conveys a 
valuable Acquiſition to the Company, without incumbering them with any new En— 
gagements, cr loading them with additional Expence; nor indeed is it liable to the 
Objection of involving them in the Trouble of new Collections and new Eſtabliſhments, 
with all the Diſorders which attend them. The Revenue which accrues from this Acqui- 


fition amounts to Rupees 23,72,056. 12. O. and will be paid by the Rajah in monthly 


payments as a neat Tribute, without rendering any account of his Collections, or bein 

allowed to enter any Claim for Deductions. You will obferve, that the Ceſſion of the whole 
Zemindary of Cheyt Sing, with all the Powers and Rights annexed to it, is made imme- 
diately to the Honourable Eaſt India Company, without any Participation with the Soubah 
of theſe Provinces, or any formal Union of Title or Poſſeſnon between this and the Com- 
pany's former territorial Acquiſitions. In the T reaties entered into with the late Vizier 
Sujah Dowla, in the Years 1765 and 1770, the Company's Repreſentatives acted as Ple- 


nipotentiaries from the Nabob Nudjum-ul- Dowlah, and his Succeſſor Syef-ul-Dowlah.— 


We hope that our ſecuring to the Company the excluſive Right to the rich Zemindary of 
| Benares, independent of the Sovereignty of Bengal, will be deemed a Service of Import- 
ance to their Intereſts, and favoured with their Approbation, It is not yet finally ſettled 
with the Rajah, whether the Tribute ſhall be paid at Patna or Calcutta, We wait his An- 
ſwer to our Propoſal on this Head, as well as to ſome others, regarding the Cutwally and 

Mint at Benares, and to our Recommendation of his keepiny up a Body of Cavalry, to be 
ready for our Aſſiſtance when called upon: When theie Matters are adjuſted, we ſhall duly 
adviſe you; in the mean while the Governor General's Propoſals reſpecting them, and 

eliberations upon them, will be ſeen in the Conſultations. _ | 


Extract of Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 11th September 1775. 


Par, 10. In our Letter of the 3d Auguſt, of which you will receive a Duplicate by this 
Ship, you are adviſed of the Acquiſition of the Territories of Rajah Cheyt Sing to the 
Company, and of the Steps which we had then taken towards ſettling with him for that 
Zemindary. On the 16th of that Month we again took this Subject into Conſideration, 
and called the Vackeel before us, who had received an Anſwer from his Maſter to our firſt 
Offer; but not being able to aſcertain from him the Fineneſs and Quantity of the Silver 
of the Gouſhary Rupees, in which Coin the Tribute from the Rajah is to be paid, nor 
the exact Amount which the late Farmers of the Mint and Cutwally at Benares, and the 
Cutwally at Juanpore, had paid annually to the Nabob and his Officers, for the Grant 
of thoſe Articles; we judged it neceſſary to appoint a Perſon to proceed to Benares, to 
make ſundry local Inveſtigations into theſe and other Points, to enable us to come to a 
final Adjuſtment with the Rajah; and we accordingly appointed Mr, Francis Fowke. In 
the mean Time we agreed that the Rajah ſhould continue to pay at Benares the exact 
Sum, and in the ſame Species of Rupees as he had paid to the late and preſent Nabobs of 
Oude; that is to ſay, 23,72,056. 12. Gourſhay Rupees, excluſive of the Mint, Cutwally, 
and other Articles, which the Nabob held in his own Right. 


Extract 


The Poſſeſſion and Sovereignty in Perpetuity of the ſaid Diſtriè's under the ſaid Rajah, 


6 Jane, 
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Er tract r Minute of General Clavering, Colonel Nlonſan, and Ar. Frantis, in Serret Conſul - 


tations, 7th December 1775. 


The permanent Advantages ſecured to the Company by our Treaty with the preſent 
Subahdar of Oude, are equally conſpicuous and important; they have extorted an Ac- 


knowledgement from the Governor General, with which he has not been accuſtomed to 


honour any Meaſures but his own, In Return for an Acquiſition of Twenty-two Lacks a 


Year for ever, with an Increaſe of Fifty thouſand Rupees to the monthly Subſidy of the 


Brigade, beſides many other Advantages and honourable Stipulations, hardly any Thing 
is granted on our Part but a Perſonal Guarantee of the ſame Countries to the Son, which 
we were before bound to guarantee to the Father. The Frontier Country of Ghazipore 


mult at any rate have been defended by our Arms in caſe of an Invaſion, whether the Re- 


venues of it had been ceded to the Company or not. "Theſe Revenues are in effect a clear 
Gain to the Company, and a ſeaſonable Relief to the declining Circulation of Bengal. The 


Meaſute is ſtrictly and excluſively ours: The original Plan was oppoſed-in every Step by 


the Governor General and Mr. Barwell. It gives us the highelt Satisfaction to obſerve, 
that by the Terms of the Treaty, the Guarantee of the Nabob's Dominions, and the Ser- 


vice of the Company's Troops, were exadly confined within the fame Limits which the, 


Court of Directors, in their laſt Letter, have thought fit to preſcribe to us in our Engage- 


ments, with the Vier. 


Secret Conſultations, 29th February 1776. 


Extract from the Groernor General's Obſervations on the Minute of General Clavering, Colonel 
Monſin, and Mr. Francis, dated the 21ft November 1775. 147 


Par. 9. The new Treaty with Aſoph O'Dowla, is certainly advantageous to the Com- 


pany, if the Conditions of it can be fulfilled ; but of this I ever did, and do ſti}], entertain 
a Doubt, notwithſtanding the Acknowledgments which it is ſaid to have extorted from 


me, but which I do not remember to have expreſſed, and now diſclaim; for I cannot 
deem it honourable to have extorted from the Nabob, Conceffions inconſiſtent with our 


willingly, to ſubmit, 


Extract of Secret Leiter from Bengal, dated 15th January 1776. 125 
Par. 14. The Amount of the yearly Tribute of Rajah Cheyt Sing, fixed by his Trea- 


that he paid a further annual Tax, under the Head of Nuzzerana Rupees, Rupees 90,600, 


which, conſiſtently with our Reſolution, to exact the ſame from him as he paid to the late - | 
Vizier, we think the Company had an undoubted Right to, and therefore we reſolved to 


fix the Sum, adding the Value of a few Articles, which we had left the Settlement of to 


Mr. Fowke, at Benares Rupees 23,40,2c9, or Sicca Rupees 22,66, 180 ++2+ Decimals. 
We have authorized Mr, Fowke to treat with the Rajah for the Payment of this Sum by 


monthly Inſtalments at Calcutta; and we have Reaſon to hope, from the Conceſſions we 


former Treaties, to which the Neceſſity of his Situation alone obliged him, however un- 


ty with the late Nabob of Owde, was Benares Rupees 22,48,449, beſides which we find 


have made to him in the Articles of the Mint and Cutwally, that he will take upon himſelf 


this Remittance on moderate Terms, Mr. Fowke has received from him 7,09,000 Rupees 
to the 20th Ultimo, and we have directed him to remit this Amount through the Hands of 


 Rajzh, or by Bills obtained by the Merchants at Benares. 


15. It appearing that the Coinage ſtruck for many Years paſt in the Mint at Benares, 


has been debaſed in Proportion to the annual Rent paid by the Perſon who farmed it to 


Government, we thought it adviſeable to fix a proper Weight and Standard to be invari- 


ably obſerved by the Rajah in all Money which might be coined, on Pain of forfeiting the 


Mint, and being liable to any Penalty the Board might think fit to impoſe on the firſt In- 


ſtance of any Deviation; and to obviate any Objections on his Part, we relinquiſhed the 


Sum which had been uſually paid for that Farm. 
16, Conceiving alſo that no Profits could be juſtly yielded by the Cutwallies, above the 


Expence of their Eſtabliſhments, we were unwilling to encourage Oppreſſion, or to fur- 


niſh a Pretence for the Rajah or his Miniſters to introduce or give Sanction to any venal 


Perquiſites jn his Courts; we alſo remitted the Sum commonly paid to the Nabob for a 
Grant of them. | 


Extra of Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 20th March 1776. 


Par. 37. Rajah Cheyt Sing has now agreed to pay the Amount of his Tribute, being 
Sicca Rupees 22, 66, 180, into the Treaſury at Calcutta, by equal monthly Kiſts or In- 
ſtalments, and is to receive 2 per Cent. Premium on the Amount for the Charge of Re- 
mittance; we have allowed 51 Days Grace for every monthly Payment to be made after 
the Period on which it actually becomes due, in order to enable him to procure Bills, or 
to remit Aﬀets to anſwer the Payment within that Term: And to ſecure his being exact in 

| | 3 | the 


3 „ 
the punAual Diſcharge of his monthly Kiſts, we have agreed to impoſe a Penalty in 
caſe. of Failure. of 2 per Cent. per Diem on the Amount of all deficient Payments, after the 


Expiration of the Term of 51 Days. A Sunnud for his Zemindary ſhall be furniſhed him 
on theſe, and the Conditions before agreed on. | 


| Extratt of the Proceedings of the Governor and Council General, in their Secret Department, at 


Fort William, 15th April 1776. 
The Secretary having prepared the Sunnud and Potta for Rajah Cheyt Sing's Zemindary?® 


now begs leave to lay them before the Board, with Copy of an Obligation to be executed 


by him for the Remittance of his Tribute. The Board having ſigned the former. 


Ordered; That they be tranſmitted to him, and Tranſlations of all of them entered in 
_ this Place, . 5 | 


Tranſlation of the Sunnud granted to Rajah Cheyt Sing, for the Zemindary of Gawzi- 


pore, Benares, &c. 


Beit known to the Mutſidies in Office, preſent and to come, Canongoes, Muckudums, 


Ryotts, Cultivators, to all the Inhabitants and People refident and belonging to Sircar 
Benares, Gauzipore, and Chunara, in the Soubah of Allahabad ; That whereas, by vir- 


tue of a Treaty with the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah, concluded on the 20th of Rubby ul 
Awul, 1189 Hyjerie, or 21ſt May 1775, the Government and Sovereignty of the Sircars 


above mentioned have been ceded to the Honourable Eaſt India Company from the 4th of 


Jummady ul Aw), 1189 Hyjerie, or 4th July 1775, the {aid Eaſt India Company there- 


fore, purſuant to the Rights thereby obtained, do confirm unto Rajah Cheyt Sing the 
Zemindary, Aumeeny, and Toyjedatry of the ſaid Circars agreeably to the Zemmun, 


together with the Cutwallies of Juanpore and Benares, and the Mint of Benares, from * 


the ſaid Date. Whatever Gold and Silver ſhall be coined in the Mint, the ſaid Rajah 
ſhall coin conformably to his Mackulka. He is not to be in the ſmalleſt Particular remiſs, 
in the Obſervation and Execution of the ſeveral Duties incumbent on him; he is to 
behave with Moderation and Kindneſs to the Ryotts and People, to promote the Cul- 
tivation and Increaſe of Inhabitants, and Produce of the Lands, expelling Thieves, 


F nightly Aſſaulters and Robbers, and ſo effeRally puniſhing the Diſturbers of the Peace, 


that no Trace of them may be ſeen; and he is to pay a Tribute of 23,40,249 Benares 


Muchlidar Rupees, or 22,66,180 Calcutta Siccas Annually to the Company's Trea- 
. ſuries. Should he receive Orders to pay the above Revenue at Benares, he ſhall in that 


Caſe pay the Sum of 23,40,249 Benares Muchlidar Rupees, each Rupee to weigh Ten 
Maſſa, and to contain T'wo Ruttee and "Two Chowls of Alloy, and no more; ſhould 


the Weight be leſs, or the Alloy more, he ſhall make up the Deficiency, Whenever 


the Money ſhall not be wanted at Benares, he is to remit the Annual Amount of 22,66,180 
Sicca Rupees punQually, agreeably to his Kiſts and Muckulka, by monthly Payments at 


Calcutta. In conſideration of which, he ſhall be allowed a DeduRtion of Two per Cent. 


amounting in all to 8a R 44,434. 14. 5. Account Hindowunny, which being deducted, 
the net Amount is 22, 21.745. 1. 7. 9* R* of Calcutta, which he is to pay at that Place. 


After the Settlement of Account at the End of the Year, he fhall in the cuſtomary Man- 


ner receive Credit for his Payments; and he is by no Means to collect the prohibited 


Abwank of the Durgah of his Majeſty, This Sunnud being granted, is to remain in 


Force, and all former Sunnuds to become null and void. You the Muttiſiddies and 
Perſons above mentioned are to regard the ſaid Rajah as the truly and lawfully Poſſeſſor 
of Zemindary, Aumeny and Foujedarry of the above Circars, and to acknowledge his 


Authority in the ſeveral Acts appertaining thereto, Know that we have here iſſued the 


moſt ſtrict and poſitive Commands, and obey them accordingly. 
Written on the 25th of Suffer 17 Sun, or 15 April 1776. 
Signed by the Governor General and Council, 


| . The Temun. | 
The Office of the N of Sircar Benares, Gauzipore, Chundara, the Cutwauly, 


the Duties of the Mint in the Soubah of Illahabad, have been conferred upon the great 


Chief Rajah Cheyt Sing Behadre, alſo the Aumeeny and Fouzdarry, 


Mohals 19; viz. 


Sircar Benares, Chundara, Sircar Gauzipore, Mohals of Juanpore, comprehending 
Maul and Duties, Havily, Mahomed, Abad Benares. The Lans Daums, or for ſupply- 
ing Cloathing to the King, Purgunnah Bhadury, the Talook of Sukramrow in Chundar 
Suktegur, Bidgepore, Sekundepore Thireed, Shady Abad, Tuppa, Seringa, 

| The Cutwally and Duties of Benares free, 
D? De of Juanpore Do 
The Mohal of the Mint of Benares De 


SEL. Com, Rev, II. G The 


(- ap ]- 


The Benares Mukiemi, or Brokerage ; the Sungierizzenrou, or-Stone, weighing of 
Benares and the other Mahals; the Yauteraunley, or Office of Muteſaub of Benares. 


| Copy of a Potta granted to Cheyt Sing. 5 

This Potta, containing the under written Stipulations, is granted unto Raja Cheyt 
Sing Behadre. ; 5 : . 

Sircar Benares, Gauzipore, Chunar, and the Mohals of Sircar of Juanpore, comprehend- 
b the Maul and Duties, Havily Mahomed Abad Benares, the Kauſdoms in Purgunnah 
zhadury, Talook of Sunkaramow in Purgunnah Chunara, Suckteſgura Bijeepore, Sircar 
 Gazipore, Purgunnah Sekunderpore, Keirud Shady, Abaud, Putna, Sircunjea, including 
the Cutwally Duties of Juanpore and Benares, the Mint of Benares, the Mokeemy Vatiſaub, 
and Stone, weighing both Maul and Duties, and the Dewanny Duſtoor, excepting the 
Nanear of Half the Jaghier of Bhadury, the exempted Jagheers, and Ayma, which 
have been inſerted for a Length of Time in the Accounts as Deductions. All the At- 
ticles of the Tahud are ſettled upon you, from the 4th January-ul-Awl, 1189 Hyjerie, 
or the 4th of July 1775 Engliſh, at a Stipulation per Annum of 23, 40, 209 Mahidar 
Benares Rupees, not ſhort of the Weight of 10 Maſſa each, and not containing a greater 
Portion of Alloy than Two Rutties and two Berinjie, agreeable to your Muckulka and 
Cabooleat. This Sum you will therefore pay; but ſhould it not ſuit the Convenience of 
the Company to receive it at Benares, you are to pay it in Calcutta, in Sicca Rupees of 
Calcutta, amounting in which Specie to 8. R' 22,66,180 ; the Amount of Hindooaun or 
Exchange allowed you at the Rate of Two per Cent. is R' 44, 434. 14. 5. which being 
deducted, the nett Sum will be 22,21,745. 1. 15. 8. R* of Calcutta, This you are to pay 
without the leaſt Deduction or Depreciation whatever in the Courſe of each Year, by 
Monthly Payments, agreeably to your ſeparate Kiſtbundee. This you are to pay with- 
out any Allowance for Subundee. You will remit the Money to Calcutta without fail, 
conformab)y to the ſaid Kiſtbundee. on | 


Particulars of the Tribute, viz. 


Former Cabooleat = - - 2 0,86,607 — — 
Deduct . 5 = 2s 

Namar = 5 = R 9, 800 — — 

Exempted Lands 1 ROOD = 


Maafty Fourth Part and Syra Sicca » 2,353 —— 
2 Jaghier of Bhadway = = 67,500 — — 
Attamgau of Muſſum aut Narad Bano 500 — — 


——mm— 88,158 — — 

Add bs 19,998,449 — — 

Nuzzerana = = = _- $90,000 = —= _ 

"Tuppa - — — 34,207 12 — 

Nukeeme, &c. - — - 1,800 — — _ 

— 1,26, 07 12 — 
Encreaſe 5 99 8 5 N 

Total - - - 2,50,000 — — 


Deduct — = - 234,207 12 — 


a Ly 22154792 4 — 


| | Benares Rupees 23,40,249 KR 
Batta to reduce them into Siccas = 74,069 — — 


Remain Sicca Rupees 22,66, 180 5 
Deduct Hindooaurin 4452434 14 5 


Remains nett Amount in Siccas = 22,219745 I 15 


Written on the 26th of Suffer, 17th Year, or 1 5th April 1776. on 


Extract of the Company's General Letter io Bengal, dated 24th December 1776. 


Par. 37. It is with ſingular Satisfaction we obſerve at any Time the Attention paid by 
our Servants to the great Intereſts of their Employers; and it is with particular Pleaſure 
we here ſignify our entire Approbation of the late Treaty concluded with Aſoph ul Dowla, 
| Succeſſor of Sujah Dowla, by which ſuch Terms are procured as ſeem to promiſe us ſolid 
and permanent Advantages. | N 8 


Extract 


0 q 
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Extract of the Pruceedings of. the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Secret 
| las Department, the' 9th July 1778. : 


Extract of Governor General's Minute, 


Secondly, That Rajah Cheyt Sing be required in Form to contribute his Share of the 
Burthen of the preſent War, by conſenting to the Eſtabliſhment of Three regular Batta— 
lions of Sepoys, to be raiſed and maintained at his Expence, 

Mr. Francis. — On the Suppoſition that the Detachment now employed under Colonel 
Leſlie will not return for a Length of Time into the Provinces, I acquieſce in the Propoſal 
relative to Rajah Cheyt Sing; but I think he ſhould be informed, that this additional 
Charge will not be impoſed on him beyond the Continuance of the preſent War. 

The Governor General, —The qualification propoſed by Mr. Francis is conſonant to 
my Intention in the Queſtion, and is implied in it: I ſhould have no Objection to its 
being expreſſed in an additional Clauſe, That our Reſolutions upon this Subject may be 
unanimous, I agree to add to the Queſtion the following Words, “ and to be diſbanded 
at the End of the War;“ but perceiving that the Difference in our Opinions upon the 
Subject ariſes, not from a Diſagreement reſpecting the Requilition ſimply conſidered by 
itſelf, but from a different Underſtanding of the Right of the Company to exact, under 
any Preſſute of Affairs, more than the Sum ſtipulated by the Sunnud granted to Cheyt 
Sing, and the Caboleat given by him in Return, I muſt adhere to the Queſtion as it ſtands, 
wilhing to avoid the Queſtion of Right, If, however, we cannot agree upon this Point, 
{till I would with to have the Requiſition made in the Words of the Queſtion, and leave 
the Deciſion of future Right to our Superiors. he 5 

Mr. Wheler wiſhing to avoid the Queſtion of Right, I acquieſce in the Motion; but 
I think it ſhould be qualified in the Manner propoſed by Mr. Francis. 8 

Mr. Barwell.— An Acquiſition of Revenue and Military Force I ſuppoſe to have been 
annexed to the Grant of the Zemindary of Benares and Gauzipore to the Company. 
Any military Eſtabliſhment, independent of the Engliſh Adminiitration, in the Heart of 
the Company's Dominions, may, in the Time of Danger, be turned againſt thoſe In- 
tereſts which, under another Policy, it would protect, I have long regarded the mili- 
tary Eſtabliſhment of Benares under the Rajah's native Officers, and not ſubject to the 
Diſcipline, Command, and Regulation of our Battalions, as a Detect: I therefore moſt 
heartily agree to the preſent Propoſal for Three diſciplined Battalions to be kept up and 
paid by the Rajah, and ſincerely hope the Company will direct, that the whole Force of 
Benares and Gauzipore under the Zemindar, be placed upon the fame Footing as the 
regular military Force of the Prefidency. „„ 5 

The Governor General.—l agree to the Quſtion in the original Terms of it, deeming 
it a Right inherent in every Government to impoſe ſuch Aſſeſſments as it judges expe— 
dient for the common Service and Protection of all its Subjects; and we are not preclud— 
ed from it by any Agreement ſubſiſting between the Rajah and this Government. 

Reſolved, That Rajah Cheyt Sing be required in Form to contribute his Share of the 
Burthen of the preſent War, by the Eſtabliſhment of Three regular Battalions of Sepoys, 
to be raiſed and maintained at his Expence; and the Governor General is requeſted to 

write to him to that Effect. nd 


To Rajah Cheyt Sing: Mritten 11th Fuly 1778. 


War having been declared between the Courts of Great Britain and France, by the 
former on the 18th March or 18 Suffer, and by the latter on the 3oth of March, or 1ſt 
of Rubbee ul Awal, 1192 Hejeree, I am to requelt of you in my own Name, and that 
of the Board, as a Subject of the Company, bound to promote their Intereſt on every 
Occaſion, to contribute your Share of the Burden of the preſent War, which will equally 
affect your Intereſt and ours, It has been determined by the Board, that an Eſtabliſh- 
ment of Three Regular Battalions of Sepoys, to be commanded by Britiſh Officers, be 
raiſed and maintained at your Expence, and employed on ſuch Service as the Situation 
of Aﬀairs may require, I have no Doubt but, regarding this Meaſure equally conducive 
to your own and the Company's Intereſt, you will with the greateſt Readineſs comply, 
and I hope you will intimate your Conſent without Delay. 


Extract of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council in their Secret Department, 
17th Auguſt 1778. 
The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letters, &c. 7 
The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter from Rajah Cheyt 
Sing, and informs the Board, that having called upon Ally Nucky, the Rajah's Vackee], 
for an Explanation of his Maſter's further Sentiments upon the Subject of it, he received 
the following Anſwer from the Vackeel, being the Subſtance of a long Converſation, viz, 


T bat his Maſter was at all Times ready to pay Obedience to the Commands of the am, 
5 an 
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and to afford every Proof of his Attachment to the Company; and that the Rajah had au- 
thorized him to declare his Acquieſcence in the Requiſition of, a Subſidy equal to the 
Expence of Three Battalions of Sepoys, for the Service of the War, 
The Vackeel contended much for fixing the Sum of the Subſidy at Three Lacks of 
Rupees. The Governor told him, it could not be leſs than Five; and received his Con- 
ſent in his Maſter's Name, and in virtue of the Authority which he derived from the 
R ajah, to the Payment of that Sum for One Year, his Authority extending no further, 
he Governor General is of Opinion, that as the Rajah's Conſent has been expreſſed 
with ſuch a Limitation, and eluded in his written Anſwers, the Payment of the Subfidy 
ought not to be left ſubje& to the Contingencies which the Courſe of a Year may pro- 
duce, but immediately demanded, He computes that the Amount of Three Battalions of 
Sepoys, on Double Batta, excluſive of "Tents, Arms, and contingent Charges, will 
amount to 4,76,000 R*, On theſe Grounds he moves, That the Subſidy to be paid by 
Rajah Cheyt Sing, for the Maintenance of three Battalions of Sepoys during the Courle 
of the War, be fixed at the annual Sum of Five Lacks of Mucklidar Rupees; and that 
he be immediately required to pay that Sum into the Hands of the Reſident, Mr, Gra- 
ham. | | 


(Signed) Warren Haſtings. 
Mr. Francis. acquieſce; though in my own Opinion it would anſwer as well to us, 
and be leſs diſtreſſing to the Rajah, if the Subſidy were added in equal Proportions to 
the monthly Receipts of the Tribute, . - EE 
155 . : 5 Ps Francis. 
I agree, - R. Barwell, 
Agreed, E. Wheler, 


From Maha Rejah Cheyt Sing. Received 3oth July. \ 


I have been honoured by the Receipt of your gracious Letter, communicating the In- 
telligence of a War having broke out between the Courts of Great Britain and France, 
and defiring me to take on myſelf a Share of the Burthen of Expence. My Patron! 
am the Servant of the Sircar ; I will write you more fully hereafter, On all Occafions 
I am hopeful of your Highneſs's Favour and Support. _ p VV 

Reſolved, That the following Letter be written to Mr. Graham; and that Notice of 
the Board's Reſolution be given to the Perſian Tranſlator, that a Letter be accordingly 


prepared to be ſent to Rajah Cheyt Sing. 


Sir | 3 5 | 
Thinking it neceſſary that Rajah Cheyt Sing ſhould be required to contribute his Share 


to ſupport the Burthen of the preſent War with France, we reſolved that Three Batta- 


lions of Sepoys ſhould be raiſed and maintained at his Expence : And the Rajah, in an- 
ſwer to a Letter which the Governor General wrote to him on the Occaſion, having, 
by Means of his Vackeel, agreed to pay a Sublidy of Five Lacks of Rupees for One 


Year, but not authorized his Vackeel to extend his Acquieſcence further, we deem it 


neceſſary, and have accordingly ordered, That the Rajah ſhall immediately pay this Sum 


into your Hands; you will therefore receive the ſame from him, and remit the Amount 


of it to the Preſidency, 

We are, &c, 
Fort William, 

17th Auguſt, 1778. 


To Rajuh Cheyt Sing. Written 15th Auguft 1778. 


TI have been favoured with your Letter, intimating your Conſent to the Requiſition 
made to you by this Government as a Subject of the Company, to bear a Part of the Ex- 
pence of the preſent War : I am pleaſed with your ready Compliance ; of this indeed I 
could have no Doubt, as your Intereſt is equally concerned with the Company's in the 


- Succeſs of it, The Expence. of keeping up Three Regular Battalions has been cal- 


culated, and found to amount to Five Lacks of Rupees per Annum, at which Rate your 
annual Subſidy has been accordingly fixed, I am therefore to deſite, in the Name of this 
Government, that you will pay immediately to Mr. Thomas Graham the Sum of Five 


Lacks of Muckledar Rupees. Thus you will perform your Duty to the Company, and 
ſecure their Favour and Support, | . 


Extrad of Secret Leiter from Bengal, dated 17th Aug .. | 


Par. 12, We have agreed to augment our own Military Eſtabliſhment, by the Addi- 
tion of 15 Companies of Native Artillery, and 9 Battalions of Sepoys. Three of theſe 
Battalions are now forming by Drafts from the regular Troops which are ſtationed in 
the Nabob's Dominions, and the other Six will be compoſed of Recruits ; but as we 


1 „ think 


J 29 J 


think it juſt that Rajah Cheyt Sing ſhould contribute his Part to the Charges of the War, 
we have determined that Three of theſe Battalions ſhall be raiſed and maintained at his 
Expence, by Means of a Subſidy of Five Lacks per Annum, which he has agreed to 


pay for One Year. 


Extra of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Public Department, 
cw 28th September, 1778. | 
Extract of a Letter from the Reſident at Benares, dated the 14th September 1778. 


I think-it neceſſary to inform you, that notwithſtanding Seventeen Days are elapſed 
ſince your Orders arrived here, directing the Rajah to pay into my Hands the Subſidy he 


had agreed to pay, of Five Lacks of Mutchilidar Rupees, he has not yet paid me One 


Rupee; and offers, as a Reaſon, his Inability to diſcharge the Whole at once; and re- 


queſts me to receive it by Monthly Payments. Your Honourable Board's Orders autho- 


rizing nothing of the Kind, I have acquainted him that it is impoſſible for me to come 
into his Requeſt ; and have repeated my Requiſition, which I have indeed been urging 


every Day fince the Receipt of your Orders, to pay me the whole Amount as ſpeedily 
as poſſible, N | | | 


| The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter from Rajah 
Cheyt Sing: | | ; 7 
From Rajab Cheyt Sing, 28th September. 


J have been honoured with your gracious Letter, deſiring that I will, As 2 Subject of 
the Company, take on mylelf the Payment of Five Lacks of Mutchledar Rupees, as my 


Proportion of the Expences of the preſent War, and pay them to Mr. Grabham—Al-_ 


though I have no Ability left, and the great Burthen of Expence J laboured under from 
the Time of the Deceaſe of the late Rajah til] the Expiration of the Nabob Vizier's Auth6- 
rity over me is well-known toGod and your Excellency, yet folely with a View to Compli- 
ance with your Orders, and to prove my Fidelity, baving ſold and pledged every Thing 
belonging to me, I will make good the aforeſaid, in inſtalments, in Six or Seven Months; 
although by parting with my Effects, which are clearly neceſſary, I am left in a State 


of Inability for the future; yet you will ſhew me much Favour, that I ſhall again recover 


myſelf. | | ie 2 

oF a Time is required for the Sale of my Effects, and raiſing the Money, I hope, from 
your Kindnels, that the Officers of Government may take from me in different Payments 
the ſaid Sum in Sonaut Specie, as I ſhall not be able to procure this Sum in Mutchledar 
Rupees; and that you will be graciouſly pleaſed to afnx your Signature to my Requeſts, 


that I may apply myſelf with Satisfaction and Aſliduity to the Buſineſs of the | 


Sirkar. 


Governor General. — The Subſlance of this Letter, and the Requiſition made by the 
Raj ah to Mr. Graham, differ ſo much from the cheerful and ready Acquieſcence with the 
Rajah's Vackeel, Shaik Ally Nucky, made in his Maſter's Name, to the Demand we 
made on him for this Subſidy ; that I think it neceſſary, for my own Juſtification, to call 
upon the Secretary to certify the Accuracy of my Minute, delivered on the 17th Auguſt; 


containing the Aſſent expreſſed by the Vackeel, in his Maſter's Name, to the Payment 


of the Supſidy. | 1 | 
| The Secretary acquaints the Board, that the Governor General delivered to him the 


Minute above mentioned, previous to his laying it before the Board, with Orders to ex- 


plain the Contents of it to the Rajah's Vackeel, that it might correſpond with the Ac- 
quieſcence which he had delivered. He accordingly communicated the Minute to the 
| Vackeel, and received from him a Confirmation of the Terms therein expreſſed, 
The Governor General moves, That Orders be written immediately to Mr, Graham, 
that he do, on Receipt of them, demand of the Rajah in Perſon, the Payment of the en- 
tire Sum of Five Lacks of Rupees in the Space of Five Days; and declare to him, in the 
Name of this Board, that his Refuſal or Neglect to complete the Payment within that 
Time, ſhall be deemed equivalent to an abſolute Refuſal 3 and that he be forbidden in 
that Caſe to hold any farther Intercourſe with the Rajah, until he ſhall have adviſed us of 
the Particulars of the Rajah's Conduct in this Inſtance, and received our Orders in con- 
ſequence. | 

Mr. Francis. ] beg Leave to aſk, Whether there be any Letter from the Rajah himſelf 
to the Governor, in which his Conſent to pay the Five Lacks, in the Manner agreed to by 
the Vackeel, is expreſſed, or the Vackeel's Engagement to that Effect confirmed ? 

Governor General,—All the Rajah's Letters will be found in the Book of Perſian Cor- 
reſpondence, to which I refer ; but I well recollect, that the Aſſent given by the Vackeel 
was expreſſed in Terms the moſt peremptory that could be conceived, either confirmed by 
an Oath, or his own Life pledged for the Performance of it. My Minute was drawn up 
Sk. Co. Rep, II. 3 from 
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inſtantly complying with it. 


WF 


» 


from Heads of what paſſed in Converſation with the Vackeel ; and when it was explained 


to him by Mr. Auriol, he was very deſirous of correcting a Part of it, which made the 
Acquieſcence of the Rajah appear too general; and that it might be ſpecifically limited to 
One Year, his Powers, he added, extended no further. The Cortection was accordingly 
made upon the Spot, in the Ruom adjoining to this, and the Minute immediately re- 
corded, I defire the Secretary to mention, whether this agrees with his Recollection of 
the Matter? | 

The Secretary very well recollects the particular Circumſtances alluded to by the Go- 
vernor General, and therefore offers his Teſtimony, that the Vackeel declared he was au- 
thorized to acquieſce in the Subſidy for One Year, but no longer, and deſired that the Re- 
quiſition might be limited to that Time. The Minute was before indefinite. 

Mr. Francis l have no Sort of Doubt of the Reality of the Engagmen:s made by the 
Vackeel; the Queſtion ie, whether they are Acts of the Rajah, or made by ſufficient 
Authority from him ? If the Vackeel had even a Letter of Credence, relative to the Point 


in queſtion, it would be ſufficient; if he had, it muſt appear on the Perſian Corieſpond- 


ence, and I deſite the Secretary will read it. | | 7 
Governor General. I have looked over the Book of Correſpondence ; there are but Two 
Letters upon the Subject, the Firſt a Letter recorded in Conſultation of the 17th Auguſt, 
acknowledging the Receipt of mine, which contained the Firſt Requiſition of the Five 
Lacks, and promiſing an Anſwer, The Letter recorded on this Day, appears to be that 
Anſwer, as it begins with an Acknowledgment of the Firſt Letter, and a ſhort Recapitu- 
lation of its Subſtance, My Firſt Letter was written on the 11th July, Two Months 
and Seventeen Days from this Date. If an Anſwer from the Vackeel, during ſo long an 
Interval, was not to be deemed authentic, the Rajah's Silence was more diſreſpectful than 
a Girect Refuſal; but if it be admitted as an Riehen his ſureſt Remedy againſt 
any Act of Government will be a Refuſal to make any Reply to its Demands, 1 will 
vot conceal from the Board that I have expected this evaſive Conduct in the Rajah, hav- 
ing been ſome Hime paſt well informed, that he had been adviſed in this Manner to pro- 
craſtinate the Payment of the Five Lacks, to afford Time for the Arrival of Diſpatches 


from England, which were to bring Orders for a total Change in this Government; and 


this he was given to expect would produce a Repeal of the Demand made upon him by 
the preſent Government, On intimating my Suſpicions of ſuch a Deſign to the Vackeel, 
he promiſed he would write in ſo effectual a Manner to. his Mafter, as ſhould without 
fail induce him to make an immediate Payment of the Subſidy, He this Morning in- 
formed me, that his Letter was diſpatched on the 12th of this Month; its Effect ought 
by this Time to have ſhewn itſelf, Sufficient Time will have been given to the Rajah 
to obey the Authority of the Board, by the Arrival of the Orders which I have now pro- 
poſed ; and whether in that Interval he ſhall ratify the Act of his Vackeel or not, I ſhall 
conſider of little Conſequence. If the Board will ſupport their own Authority, he ſhall | 
be made to yield to it, 0 74 55 

Mr. Francis. — There is no Queſtion but the Rajah muſt yield to the Power of this Go- 
vernment, and I ſhall be as ready as any Member of this-Board to ſupport its Authority, 
as long as its Power is directed by Juſtice. I did from the Firſt expreſs a Doubt, whether 
we bad ſtrictly a Right to encreaſe our Demands upon the Rajah beyond the Terms which 


we originally agreed to give him, which he conſented to, and which, as I have conſtantly 


underſtood it, were made the fundamental Tenure by which he held his Zemindary. If 


ſuch Demands can be increaſed upon him at the Diſcretion of the Superior Power, he has 


no Rights, he has no Property, or at leaſt he has no Security for either: Inſtead of Five 
Lacks let us demand Fifty; or whether he refuſes or is unable to pay the Money, the 
Forfeiture of his Zemindary may be the immediate Conſequence of it, unleſs he can find 
Means to redeem himſelf by a new Treaty. Having this Opinion of the Demand itſelf, 
as it originally ſtood, it cannot be deemed extraordinary in me, that I ſhould proceed with 
very great Caution in norman, any Penalties which may be propoſed to attend his not 

t appears that the Engagements made by the Vackeel have 
not been confirmed by the Rajah, and that the Vackeel had not even a Letter of Credence 
from his Maſter. 1 know the Temper of Black Servants too well to puniſh their Prin- 
cipals for any Acts done by them, or even to hold them bound by ſuch Acts, if not ex- 
preſsly or virtually confirmed by themſelves. 1 do not mean by what Fhave ſaid, that 
the Board ſhould give up the Demand which they have already thought fit to make of the 
Rajah : That Reſolution being paſſed, it only remains for us to take Care that it be car- 
ried into Execution without Harſhneſs or Violence, The Rajah muſt pay the Money, 
if he has it; but I cannot conceive why we ſhould inſiſt on his paying it all at once. We 
do not inſtantly want it, and it may diſtreſs him in the greateſt Degree to part with ſuch 
a Sum at a ſingle Payment. My Opinion is, therefore, that the Liquidation of the pre- 


| ſent extraordinary Demand upon him, ſhould be ſettled by Kiſtbundy, and that he ſhould 


be aſſured at the ſame Time, that this Board will not make any further Demands upon 
him, Under ſuch a Settlement, unanimouſly agreed to, it is not likely that the Rajah 


L 31 J 
will delay or evade a due and regular Execution of it, from an; Hopes he may conceive of 
future Relief by a Cnange in this Government, 
The Governor General, —The very Demand is itſelf a Proof that the Rajah expeds 
ſuch Relief; and with reſpeCt to his Ability to pay the Sum ſo long demanded from him, 


or even Jen Times that Amount, I ſpeak within Compaſs, no Man can doubt of it. 
The Acts of the Majority of the Board are the Acts of the Board. When the Perſon 


who is the immediate Object of them, ſtands ſo high in the public Eſtimation, and holds 


Pretenſions, as it appears this Rajah does, to a ſovereign and independent Authority, 


ſuch Acts once paſſed, ought never to be revoked. The Demand made upon the Rajah 


was for immediate Payment; the Demand ought to be ſupported rigidly; but I will fo 
far yield to the Neceflity of the Times, weakening as it may prove to the Powers of this 
Government, at a Criſis which of all others demands their moſt vigorous Exertion, as to 
conſent to a Compromiſe, The Rajah has requeſted, that he may be allowed to pay the 
dum required of him by Inſtalments, within the Space of Six or Seven Months. I will 
content to pardon his paſt Contumacy and Diſobedience, on Condition of his conſentin 

to pay. the entire Sum within Three Months; which Time will have elapſed before the 


Orders now ſent to Mr. Graham can take Effect, although not a Rupee ſhall have been 


leceived to that Period, of the Payments which by his own Propoſal ought to be half 
completed. I deſire, that what 1 have ſaid may not be miſunderſtood, I mean only to 
ſhew, that inſtead of the Harſhneſs and Rigour, which have been imputed to this Go- 
vernment, in its preſent Conduct to the Rajah, he has been treated with a Lenity almoſt 
equal to the Subſtance of his own Demands, I think it unneceſſary to reply further to, Mr. 
Francis's Minute, as 1 deſire only to obtain his Conſent to a Meaſure upon his own 
Principles, which I underſtand to be, that a public Meaſure, nay even an Opinion of 
Government, once paſſed, ought to be invariably ſupported, even by thoſe who oppoſed 
it in the firſt Inſtance, | „„ . 
Mr. Francis.— It is generally true, that a Reſolution of Government, once paſſed, 
ſhould be ſupported ; but, where the Rights of others are concerned, it is only true with 
this Proviſo, that ſuch Reſolutions are not directly contradictory to the Principles of Juſtice, 
or to the voluntary and fundamental Engagements of the Government itſelf, This Board 
was already bound to the Rajah by certain Acts of their own, not carried by a Majority, 


but unanimouſly agreed to. | defire, that they may be recorded in this Place as I find 


them ſtated in our Inſtructions to Mr. Fowke, of the 24th Auguſt 1775. 


« 4th. It will be proper to aſſure the Rajah, that we do not mean to increaſe his 
« Tribute; but to require from him the exact Sum, and in the ſame Species of Rupees, 


«© to be paid at Benares, as he paid to the late Vizier Sujah Dowlah, beſides whatever 
« Equivalent may be fixed for the Grant of the Mint and Cutwally to him, the Whole 
« to be diſcharged by equal monthly Kiſts; and if we ſhould find it expedient hereafter 


„ to receive the Amount at the Preſidency, a ſuitable Deduction or Commiſſion ſhall 


e be allowed to him, for the Expence and Riſk of tranſporting or remitting it. 

„ 5th. That under the acknowledged Sovereignty of the Company, we are deter- 
& mined to leave him the free and uncontrouled Management of the internal Govern— 
* ment of his Country, and the Collection and Regulation of the Revenues, ſo long as 
© he adheres to the Terms of his Engagements; and will never demand any Augmen- 
* tation of the annual Tribute which may be fixed.” | | 55 

If the Opinions of the individual Members who then compoſed the Board, ſhould be 
looked back to, I believe it will appear that the Amount of the Tribute was fixed at a 
| higher Sum than the Governor General then thought the Rajah ought to pay, This 


however is immaterial; I only mean to ſhew that I adhere to my Principles, and that the 


Doubts which I have conſtantly expreſſed, of the Juſtice of increaſing our Demands 

upon the Rajah, which, if done at all, may be done ad libitum, were not ill founded. 
Governor General. I muſt object to the Term ** unanimous” applied to any Reſo- 

lution paſſed at the Period to which Mr. Francis alludes, merely becauſe my Diflent was 


not expreſſed to it. The Quotation from Mr. Fowke's Inſtructions related only to the 


fixed and annual Revenue, but could never be underſtood to preclue that Right which 
every Government inherently poſſeſſes, to compel all its Dependencies to contribute by ex- 
traordinary Supplies to the Relief of extraordinary Emergencies ; but though it were 
granted that this InjunRion given to Mr, Fowke did extend to every Mode of Supply, 
{1411 the Argument will not apply to the preſent Queſtion. The preſent Demand for the 
Subſidy, juſt or unjuſt, was made unanimouſly ; and therefore, even on that Ground 
alone, ought to be unanimouſly ſupported. 5 3 ; 
Mr. Francis. —Underſtanding that the inſtant Payment of the Five Lacks is ftill to be 
demanded in the Terms of the firſt Propoſition, and that no Relaxation from thoſe Terms 
was intended, I am againſt the Motion. e Ct 8 
Mr. Wheler.—I am for the Queſtion ; but I am further of Opinion, that it ſhould be 
leſt to Mr. Graham to determine, whether to enforce Payment of the Sum required of 


the Rajah, for the preſent Exigencies of Government, by One Payment, or whether to 


receive 
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1 „ 
receive it by different Inſtalments, not exceeding Three Months from the Firſt Payment 
to the Completion of the Whole, 


Mr. Barwell. The Facts that have been related to the Board by the Governor General, 
ſpeak the abſolute Neceſſity of the Motion that has been agitated. In theſe Sentiments 


it is incumbent on me to ſupport it; and I think that in order to its full Efficacy, the Go- 


vernor General ſhould be impowered to purſue ſuch Means as may ſecure the Government 
from a Poſſibility of a further Diſappointment. _ VO | 

| Governor General. I cannot conſent to the Qualification of the preſent Motionrecom- 
mended by Mr, Wheler, for the Reaſons I have already aſſigned. With reſpect to the 
Propoſition implied in Mr. Barwell's Minute, I ſhall take an early Occaſion to offer my 
Sentiments upon it, deſiring the Subject to reſt here for the preſent. „ 

Mr. Francis. — If Mr. Barwell in his Minute means to give the Governor General, by 
his Voice, any Powers whatſoever independent or excluſive of the Board, I muſt requeſt 
he will be pleaſed to explain himſelf; I am ſure that no ſuch Powers can be wanted on 
the preſent Occaſion, UT | 1 

Governor General. — I beg that the Debate, which is now unneceſſary, may end. The 

Morning has already been loſt in Words. As nothing more is propoſed to be done, I 
hope it is unneceſiary that more of our Time ſhould be conſumed in ineffectual Debates, 
even without a profeſſed Object. IG | : 


Agreed, That the following Letter be written to Mr. Graham ; 


os *-- >: Des 
W have received your Letters of the 15th July, gth Auguſt, and 14th Inftant, 

We cannot conſent to the Requeſt of Rajah Cheyt Sing to be allowed to pay the 
Amount of his Subſidy for the Expence of the preſent War, for One Year, by monthly 
Kiſs, Our Orders communicated to him by the Governor General, for the immediate Pay- 
ment, were poſitive; we therefore confirm thoſe Orders, and direct, that on Receipt here- 
of you wait on the Rajah forthwith, and demand of him in Perſon, and by Writing, the 
Payment of the full Sum of Five Lacks of Mutchlidar Rupees, the Sum at which the 
Subſidy is fixed, in Specie to that Amount, to be made to you within Five Days of ſuch 
Demand ; and declare to him, in the Name of this Government, that his evading or ne- 


glecting to accompliſh the Payment thereof within that Space, ſhall be deemed equivalent 
to an abſolute Refuſal; and in caſe of his Non-compliance with your Demand, we 


peremptorily enjoin you to refrain from all further Intercourſe with him, until you ſhall 


have adviſed us of the Particulars of his Conduct in this Inſtance, and received our further 


Orders on the Subject. 
Fort William, We are, &c, 
the 28th Septr 1778. | 
Extraci of the Proceedings of abe Governor General and Council, in their Public Department, 
n Rd gth October 1778. > 


Read Two Letters from Mr. Graham as follows: 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | | . 

I have been honoured with the Receipt of your Letter of the 17th Inſtant, informing 
me of Rajah Cheyt Sing having, by Means of his Vackeel agreed too pay a Subſidy of 
Five Lacks of Mutchlidar Rupees, as his Share for the Support of the Burthen of the pre- 
ſent War, and for the Purpoſe of defraying the Expence of Three Battalions of Sepoys, 


_ reſolved to be raiſed and maintained at his Charge; alſo acquainting me of your having 


ordered the Rajah to pay this Sum immediately into my Hands, and directing me to re- 
ceive the ſame from him, and to remit the Amount of it to the Preſidency. | 
lo conſequence of theſe Orders, I have called upon the Rajah for Payment of Five 
Lacks of Mutchlidar Rupees, which I fhall accordingly receive, and agreeable to your 
Orders, remit to the Preſidency. g.. i | 
As the Exchange on Bills between this and Calcutta is daily riſing, and is at preſent 


at the exorbitant Rate of 104 per Cent. And as I am deſirous the Company ſhould 


fultain as little Loſs as poſſible by the Remittance of this Sum, I beg to be informed 
whether you would prefer its being ſent down under Inſurance, whereby a Saving will 
accrue of One per Cent. after allowing for the full Expence of Coinage, which if the 
Company, being themſelves the Coiners, do not chuſe to charge themſelves with, the 
Difference between remitting by Bills at the preſent Exchange, and ſending Specie, will 
he Three per Cant. — — — 75 e 

| I have the Honour to be, with the higheſt Reſpect, 

Benares, Honourable Sir, and Sirs, &c. 


29h Auguſt 1778. (Signed) Thomas Graham, Reſident, 


3 Honourable 


1 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 


I have the Pleaſure to acquaint your Honourable Board, that laſt Night the Rajah made 
me a Payment of Fifty thouſand Rupees in Part of the Subſidy of Five Lacks. He 
has promiſed to ſend me as much more To-morrow or next Day, and if the Whole is 


not diſcharged very ſoon, it ſhall not be owing to any Want of Exertion on my Part to 
perfect the Execution of your Orders, 

Benares, I have the Honour, &c. 

22d September 1778. (Signed)  *TF' hos Graham, Reſident, 


7 Rajah Cheyt Sing. Written the 11th Oftcher 1778. 


I have received your Letter, containing Aſſurances of your Fidelity and Attachment, 
and intimating, that conformably to my Directions you had aſſented to the Payment of 
Five Lacks of Rupees, and communicated your Conſent in a former Arzee, and that after- 
_ wards being informed it was my Pleaſure that the Whole ſhould be paid at one Time in 
Calcutta, you would remit the Whole in the Space of a Week; with other Particulars, 
which I underſtand. | | | | 
am pleaſed at the Intimation of your Aſſent to my Defire, reſpecting the Mode of 
Payment of the aforeſaid Sum, although it arrived ſomewhat late, and I doubt not but 
you will faithfully diſcharge your Promiſe by making the Remittance to Calcutta at the 
ſpecihed Time. Whilſt you continue faithfully and zealouſly attached to the Company, 
you may be afſured that every Meaſure will be adopted which may promote your Intereſt 
and Proſperity, Know me ever intereſted in your Welfare, For further Particulars I 
refer you to your Vackeel, Shaik Aly Nuckey, | 
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Extraci of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Public Department, 
: 12th Oftober 1778. 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following Note from the Governor General: 


8 | | | 
I herewith ſend you Four Bills of Exchange, this Inſtant delivered me to my Shekh Ally 
Nuckee, the Vackeel of Rajah Cheyt Sing, being for Four Lacks and a Half of Rupees, 
which, with Fifty thouſand Rupees paid, complete the Sum of Five Lacks required of 
the Rajah for the extraordinary Expences of this Year, 


Saturday Morning, Lam, eee 
10th October 1778. (Signed) Warren Haſtings. 


Ordered, That the Bills be ſent to the Treaſury, and that che following Letter be 
written to Mr. Graham: 


Sir, 1 = 7 5 
Rajah Cheyt Sing has, by Means of his Vackeel, remitted Bills of Exchange to us for 
the Sum of Four Lacks and Fifty thouſand Rupees, which, with the Amount paid into 
your Hands, will complete the Subſidy of Five Lacks, required as his Proportion of the 
Buriken of the War with France for the preſent Year; we therefore direct, that you 
refrain from the Execution of the Orders contained in our laſt Letter. | | 


Fort William, IA 
12th October 1778. | | Fre We are, &c. 


Eatract of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Public Department, 
| 19th October 1778. | 85 


Received the following Letter from Mr. Graham: 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, f 


I did myſelf the Honour of addreſſing your Honourable Board on the 22d Ultimo, to 
inform you, that I had received from the Rajah Fifty thouſand. Rupees, in Part Pay- 
ment of the Subſidy of Five Lacks which he had agread to pay the Company, and that 1 
was promiſed a further Payment of Fifty thouſand Rupees the next or following Day. 

That Period and Three Days more having elapſed, without hearing any Thing either 
from the Rajah or his Servants regarding the promiſed Payment of Fifty thouſand Rupees, 
I judged it neceſſary to remind the Rajah thereof by Letter, as well as to recommend 
to him a ſpeedy Diſcharge of the Remainder, This Mode of Application having ſeveral | 
Times repeated unſucceſsfully, I deemed a perſonal Interview not only indiſpenſable, but : 
highly conſiſtent with my Duty; on which Occaſion I verbally demanded of him, in the 
SI. Com, REP. II. | [ | Name 


—— — — . — W ** 
pa „ rare — ——— ë— —— 


e 1 
Name of the Company, Payment of the Balance of the Subſidy; in Reply to which he 
acquainted me, that he would pay no more here, but would fend the whole remaining 


Sum of Rupees 4. 50, ooo to his Vackee] at Calcutta, who would pay it there, Finding 
him determined in this Reſolution, 1 defired he would furniſh me with ſome Teſtimony 


thereof, either by an Addreſs to your Honourable Board, or, as it is more cuſtomary, to 


the Governor General, that I might tranſmit it to him; but this he politively refuſed me. 

Theſe Circumſtances I have tnought it my Duty to inform you of, that you may 
honour me with your Commands thereon, likewiſe as to the Manner im which you 
would chule I thould remit the Fifty thouſand Benares Sicca Rupees that have been 


paid me. 
| Benares, ' ] have the Honour to he, &c, 
7th October, 1778. (Signed) Thomas Graham, Reſident, 


Reſolved, That the following Letter be written to Mr. Graham: 


Sir, 

We have received your Letter of the 7th Inſtant. 

Our's of the 12th will have apprized you, that the Balance of the Subſidy of Five Lacks, 
required from the Kajah, has been diſcharged in full by Bills tranſmitted to us through 
the Channel of his Vackeel., _ ; | | | 
Wich reſpect to the Sum of Fifty thouſand Rupees which the Rajah has paid into your 
Hands, we defire you will remit it, in ſuch Manner as you ſhall think moſt adviſeable, to 
the Preſidency, 


We are, &c. 


| 25 Fort William, the 19th July 1779. 
Secret Department. g 5 
| At a Council; PRESENT, | g 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident, 
Richard Barwell, | 
Philip Francis, 
Edward Wheler, 


Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote indiſpoſed. 


Eſquires. 


The Governor General delivers in the following Minute: 5 
Governor General. — It having been reſolved in Secret Conſultation, 9th July 1778, 


% That Rajah Cheyt Sing ſhould be required in Form to contribute his Share of the 


% Burthen of the preſent War with France, by the Eſtabliſhment of I hree regular Bat- 
« talions of Sepoys, to be raiſed and maintained at his Expence;“ and the Amount of 
the Sublidy fixed by the Board in Conſultation of the 17th Auguſt following, and agreed 
by him to be paid, for One Year, being Five Lacks of Mutchledar Rupees; as the Year 


is now expired, I move, That he be at this Time required to contribute the like Sum, 
as his Share for the Expence of the War for the current Year. 


Agreed to the Governor General's Propoſal. _ 
Reſolved, That the following Letter be written to Mr. Graham: 


. | | | 

The Period of One Year, for which Rzjah Cheyt Sing contributed the Sum of Five 
Lacks of Mucklidar Rupees, as his Proportion of the Burthen of the War with France 
for the laſt Year, being expired, and the War fti}] continuing, we find it neceflary to 
maintain the ſame Force, and to require that the Rajah ſhall bear his Share of the Ex- 
pence z you will therefore at this Time demand from him Payment of the above Sum, as 
bis Proportion of the Charge for the Current Year, and remit the Amount of it to us, 
| Fort William, 19th July 1779, 55 We are, &c. 


Agreed, That the Governor General be requeſted to write to Rajah Cheyt Sing, ac- 


quainting him that the Period of One Year, for which he agreed to pay Five Lacks of 


Mucklidar Rupees, as his Share of the Burthen of the War with France, on the 19th 
Auguſt 1778, is expired; and as the Continuation of the War makes it ſtill neceſſary to 
maintain the ſame Eſtabliſnment of Troops for the Defence of the Country, the Board 
deem it requiſite that he ſhould at this Time contribute the further Sum of Five Lacks of 
Mucklidar Rupees, as his Share of the Charge for the current Year ; Mr, Graham bas 
therefore been directed to apply to him for the ſame. 

: | Warren Haſtings, 
- P. Francis, 


Edwd W heler, 


158 
7 Rajab Chiyt Sing. IWWritten the 21½ Fuly 1779. 


The Term of your Engagement for the Payment of an Annual Subſidy, as your Share 
of the Expence of the War, being expired, and the War ſtill continuing, and the ſame 
Force being neceſſary to be kept up, I am therefore to defire that you will pay to Mr. 
Thomas Graham the further Sum of Five Lacks of Mucklidar Rupees, as your Propor- 


tion for the preſent Year, Mr. Graham has accordingly Orders to receive it from you, 
and it is neceflary that you do not delay to pay it to him. | | 


| Fort William, the 26th Hug 1779, 
Secret Department. 


At a Council; PRESENT, 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, 
Richard Barwell, ? 
Philip Francis, $ Efquires, 
Edward Wheler, j SES 
Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, K. B. 


Preſident, 


Read the following Letter from Mr, Thomas Graham: 
Honourable Sir, and Sits, . | | 
Immediately on the Receipt of your Honourable Board's Letter of the 19th Ultimo, 
directing me to demand of Rajah Cheyt Sing Payment of the Sum of Five Lacks of 


Mutchlidar Rupees, as his annual Proportion of the Burthen of the preſent War with 
France, I waited upon him; and at the ſame Time that I communicated the Orders of 


your Honourable Board myſelf, I delivered to-him the Honourable the Governor General's 


Letter to him in Confirmation thereof, He then gave me for Anſwer, tha the had not the 


Ability to diſcharge the Demand. As this was fimilar to the Anſwer he gave me when 


I demanded Payment of his Subſidy for the laſt Year, I did not conſider it as a definitive 
One, and therefore continued in renewing my Demand every Second Day; hnding, how- 
ever, that he holds to the 'J'erms of bis firſt Reply, and ſeeing no Probability of a ſpeedy 


Change in his Sentiments, I am unavoidably reduced to the Neceſſity of applying for your 


Honourable Board's further Inſtructions on this Head, Until they arrive, I ſhall follow 


the Orders already ſent me, by repeating my Requeſt for Payment every Second or Third 


Da s 
q Benares, - Ho I have the Honour to be, &c. 
16th Auguſt 1779. (Signed) Thos Graham, Reſident, 


Read a Letter from Rajah Cheyt Sing, as follows : 


From Rajah Cheyt Sing. Reccived 27th Auguſt 1779. 


T nave been honoured with your Letter, calling on me for the Payment of Five Lacks 
of Rupees on Account of the Expence of the War for the preſent Year, and underſtand its 
Contents. 1 | 
My Situation is well known to you; and I aſſure you, without Reſerve, that I have no 
Ability left; nor is there any Mode of Relief for me, but in the Exertion of your Favour, 
I am fully convinced that it is your Defire, who are my Maſter, to ſupport me your Ser- 
vant; and laſt Year you directed Shc:. ally Nucky, that I ſhould by any Means, by diſ- 
poſing of my Effects, or by borrowing, make this one Payment, and I ſhould not be called 
on in future, and that you would take every Means for my Advantage and Support, 

I accordingly put in praftice every Method in my Power, and by Loans made good the 
Requiſition, It is now abſolutely aut of my Power to raife the Sum required, and I am 
therefore hopeful that you will be kindly pleaſed to excuſe me the Five Lacks now demand- 
ed, and that nothing may be demanded of me beyond the Amount expreſſed in the Pottah, 
which through your Favour obtained from the Honourable Engliſh Company. 

This Rije and Zemindary, and my Dignity, are the Gifts of your Highneſs, I have 
judged it neceſſary to repreſent to you my Inability and helpleſs State, 


Governor General. —I move, That the Commander in Chief be directed to iſſue an Or- 
der for the March of Two Battalions of Sepoys, from the neareſt Station of the Army, * 
cepting the firſt and temporary Brigades, to Benares, on the Requiſition of Mr. Graham, 
and there to remain for the further Orders of the Board : That the whole Expence of this 
Detachment, from the Day of its March, be exated from the Rajah of Benares : That 
this Reſolution be communicated to him by the Governor General; and that the Reſident 
be ordered to inform the Rajah of it, repeating his Demand for the Sum required; and in 


4 | caſe 


3 
caſe of his Refuſal or Non- compliance with his Demand, to give immediate Notice to the 
Officer in Command of the Detachment; that he may march eee 

Sir Eyre Coote, —Agrees to the Motion. 
Mr. Wheler.—I am againſt it. 
Mr. Francis. I never approved of the additional Demand beyond his ſtipulated Titbuie: 


I cannot therefore concur in the Meaſure propoſed. I firmly believe it to be unneceſſary, 
even for its avowed Purpoſe ; and I am very much afraid that it will be attended with Con- 


ſequences ruinous to the Rajah and to his Country, That Country is now one of the richeſt 


Jewels we poſſeſs. The great Revenue we draw from that Country may be permanently 
ſecured under mild and equitable Treatment, Meaſures of a different Nature may extort 
more for a Moment ; but they will ruin the future Reſource, 

Mr. Barwell.—lt reſts with the Rajah himſelf to diſcharge his Quota of the Expence of 


the War voluntarily, or to be compelled to it, I agree to the Motion. 


Governor General. —Benares is not a Jewel in our Poſſeſſion, if we leave the Rajah an 


Option to obey or difobey the Orders of his ſuperior Government, and to maintain him 
ſelf in the Independency of a tributary Prince, As to the Ruin portended from this Order, 
the Terms of the Queſtion itſelf put it in his Power to prevent even the Execution of the 


Order, and more I {hall not at this Time ſay upon the Subject; I may hereafter, 

Agreed to the Governor General's Motion : And, 

Reſolved, That the Commander in Chief be requeſted to give Orders to Major Camac, 
or the Officer | in Command of his Detachment, for the March of T'wo Battalions of Se- 
poys to Benares, on the Requiſition of Mr, Thomas Grabam, the "REPEL thcre, and to 


remain at that Place for further Orders. 


Reſolved, That the following Letter be written to Mr. e a 


Sir, | 
We have received your Letter of the 16th Inſtant, acquainting us that Rajah Cheyt 
Sing had declined to pay the Five Lacks of Rupees which were required _ him as his Pro- 
portion of the Expences of the War for the current Vear. 
Having judged it neceſſary to make this Claim, which was ſuggeſted to us by the Exi- 
gency of the Caſe, we cannot admit of any Plea which the Rajah may urge to exempt him 
from it. Orders have therefore been ſent to Major Camac, or the Officer in Command 


of his Detachment, to march to Benares immediately on your Requiſition, with Two Bat= 


talions of Sepoys, and to wait our further Orders at that Place. We have thought this 
Step neceſſary for the Purpoſe of compelling the Rajah to pay the Quota required of him 
in caſe of Neceſſity; and we direct that you repeat your Demand, and inſiſt on his Com- 


pliance. If the Rajah ſhould til] continue to object to your Claim, and refuſe Payment, 


you are to require the Officer in Command of the Detachment, to march immediately in 
conformity to our Orders, and adviſe us of your Proceedings. We hope, however, that 
you will not be reduced to proceed to this Extreme, as it would oblige us to increaſe our 

emands on the Rajah, by exaCting from him the whole E xpence of the Detachment from 
the Day of its March, in Addition to our original Claim. 

| We are, Kc, 
Fort William, | Warren Haſtings, 
the 26th Auguſt 1779. | | P. Francis, 
35 Edwd Wheler. 


To Rajah Cheyt Sing : IVritten the 28th Augufl 1779. 


I have received your Letter in Reply to the one I wrote to you, requiring the Payment 
of Five Lacks of Rupees, as your Share for the preſent Year of the Expences of the War 


and am greatly aftoniſhed at your Refuſal and pretended Plea of Inability, it being very in- 


conſiſtent with the Duty you owe to the Company, I now repeat my Demand, that you do, 
on the Receipt of this, without Evaſion or Delay, pay the Five Lacks of Rupecs into the - 
Hands of Mr. Thomas Graham, who has Orders to receive it from you, and Authority, in 
caſe of your Refuſal, to ſummon the Two Battalions of Sepoys under the Command of 
Major Camac to Benares, that Meaſures may be taken to oblige you to a Compliance; and 


and in this Caſe the whole Expence of this Corps, from the Time of i its March, will fall 
on you, | 


Extract of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public De- 
pariment, the 13h September 1779. 


Read a Letter from Mr. Graham, as follows: 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs. 
T have been this Day honoured with the Receipt of your Letter of the 19th Auguſt. 
In compliance with your Honourable Board's Orders, to revert to the uſuals Mode of 
receiving Ferment of the Rajah's Tribute by Bills of Exchange on Calcutta, I have ac- 
| cordingly 


E 


cordingly written to him to furniſh me with them, for the amount of his Kiſt, which be- 
comes due the 4th Inſtant. Tg | 5 

la my Addreſs of the 15th Ultimo I acquainted your Honourable Board with my Pros 
ceedings to that Time, regarding the Demand of Five Lacks made on the Rajah, as his 
Proportion of the Buthen of the War with France; ſince then I have, as I informed your 
Honourable Board I ſhould, renewed my Application for Payment, either verbally or b 
Letter, every Second or [ hird Day; but his Anſwer has been uniformly the ſame, that he has 


not the Ability to diſcharge it. 1 have, excluſive of theſe repeated Applications, alſo uſed 
every Argument in my Power to convince him, that as a Subject of Government, it was 


a Duty inſeparable from his Allegiance to afford every Aſſiſtance it might require whilſt it 
was engaged in a War, and that a Denial under ſuch circumſtances was never admitted of. 
I ſhall continue to impreſs him with thoſe Sentiments, and to urge him to make Payment 
until I receive the further Inſtructions of your Honourable Board for my future Conduct. ; 
: I have the Honour, &c. 8 8 
 Benares, | | (Signed) Thos Graham, Reſident. 
the 2d September 1779. | 


From Rajah Cheyt Sing to Mr. Graham, 20th September 1779. 


| I received your Letter about the Five Lacks of Rupees, and underſtand the Contents, 
I have before made known to you my diftreſſed Situation, that I have not Power to com- 


ply, and I have alſo ſent an Arzie, in Anſwer to the Letter from the Preſence which you 
delivered tome. I have no Power to comply: I diſcharge the Revenue according to the 


Potiah granted by the Sirkar. I am hopeful that this Order may be revoked; for which 


Purpoſe I have allo written an Arzie to the Prefence, and requeſt that you will oblige me, 
by diſpatching it without Delay. PE £5 


Encloſure in the foregoing, 


From Rajah Cheyt Sing to the Governor Gencral. 


; Every two or Three Days am I called upon to pay Five Lacks of Rupees: Your gracious 


Letter on this Subject honoured me by its Arrival. I have diſpatched an Arzie in Anſwer, 
Which will have been preſented to you. In Obedience to your Order, | laſt Year, by 
every Means, and borrowing from all Quarters, raiſed the Sum : and at that Time you 
_ promiſed that it ſhould not happen again. I have it not in my Power at preſent. You 
| hay: before honoured me with the Title of Son, and regarding me as your Son, you have 
protected me; I am therefore hopeful that I may be excuſed from this Requiſition, 


To Rajah Cheyt Sing: Mritten 25th September 1779. 


I have MI your Letter ; from the Contents of which, as well as from the Letters 


of Mr, Graham, and the Copy of a Letter which you wrote to that Gentleman, and 
which he tranſmitted for my Inſpection, it appears but too clearly, that inſtead of a 
cheerful Compliance with the Requiſition of this Government in the immediate Pay- 
ment of the Sum of Five Lacks of Rupees, as your Share for the Expence of the War 


for the preſent Year, a Requiſition which the great Burthen of Expence under which 


the Company labour for the Defence of the Country renders neceſſary, and to which 
you, as a Subject of theirs, are bound to contribute, have thought proper, under the 
Plea of Inability, which is well known to be futile, to endeavour to amuſe the Reſident 
with vague and diitant Promiſes, meaning probably to prottact, if not entirely evade, 


Payment of the Sum required of you. In a Letter which I lately wrote you, I inform 


ed you in expreſs Terms that this Government neither could or would recede from ſo 
reaſonable a Demand ; and added, that in caſe of no Compliance on your Part, Mr. 
Graham was authorized to ſummon a Detachment of our Forces to enforce our Orders 


if it ſhould be found neceſſary, This I hoped would have opened your Eyes, and in- 


duced you to relinquiſh a Conduct which muſt, if purſued, bring the greateſt Diſadvan- 
tages on you. But ſince even this Intimation of our Determination has proved inef- 
fectual, I now think it neceſſary to inform you, that we have defired the Commander in 
Chief to diſpatch Major Camac, with the Detachment under his Command, to Benares, 
there to wait our further Orders; he will accordingly begin his March immediately, un- 
leſs the Reſident in the mean Time, from the actual Receipt of the Subſidy, ſhall in- 
form him that it is unneceſſary, for him to proceed further; and you will be pleaſed 
to obſerve, that ſhould you force us to a Meaſure ſo contrary to our Wiſhes, the whole 
Expence of the Detachment, from the Time of its Match, will be required from you, 


excluſive of the Subſidy for the War. 
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Copy of a Leiter from Rajah Cheyt Sing, in Reply to Mr. Graham : Received the 25th Sep- 


tember 1779. 


J have received your Letter, accompanied by One from the Nabob Amaud ul Dowlah, 
Governor General, Jelladut Jung, and underſtand the Contents. : 
You preſs me to return an Anſwer to the Letter from the Preſence.— My Friend! 
I have already repreſented to you perſonally my abſolute Inability ; but as a freſh Order 
is arrived from the Preſence for the Payment of the ſaid Sum, and you, through Mo- 
tives of Friendſhip, preſs me on the Subject, being remedileſs I have, notwithſtanding 
my abſolute Inability, which exceeds Deſcription, conſented this once to comply with 
the Orders of the Preſence, I will, by every poſſible Means, by taking up Loans, com- 
ply with the Orders from the Preſence, and pay it gradually to you. 

I am hopeful, from your Kindneſs and Regard, that you will uſe every Means to ſe- 
cure me the future Support and Favour of the Preſence, | 


From Rajah Cheyt Sing to the Governor General. Received 251th September 1779. 


T have been honoured with your gracious Letter, urging me in the ſtrongeſt Terms to 


the Payment of Five Lacks of Rupees on account of the Share of the Expences of the 


War for the preſent Year, and underſtand your Pleaſure. Regarding your Highneſs as 
my Maſter, in the Repreſentation which I ſent you of my Poverty and abſolute Inability, 
I had no View of preſerving my Property, and deceiving you by falſe Pretences ; but I 
had really no Property left but what is apparent to every Body, ſuch as Elephants, 


Horſes, &c. which for the Support of my Credit I am obliged to keep, ſince that Cre- 


dit is the Gift of your Highneſs's Bounty; but ſince you have been pleaſed to direct 
that I ſhould raiſe the Sum by any Means I can, I regard it as the Effect of my evil 
Deſtiny that the Repreſentation of my Situation had no Weight, and ſubmit to the 


Neceſſity of this once complying with your Order. Notwithſtanding the Greatneſs of 
my Poverty, which exceeds all Deſcription, I will make good the Sum gradually by the 


Diſpoſal of my Effects, and by Loans, the Particulars of which I cannot fully explain 
to you. 8 | „ wy | 1 e YE GE 

Since you have honoured me, your moſt faithful and obedient Dependant, with the 
greateſt Marks of Favour and Regard, even to the honouring me with the Title of your 
Son, I am hopeful, from the Continuance of that Regard, that you will in future conti- 
nually keep in View my Welfare and Intereſt, and will be kindly pleaſed to excuſe me 
from Services which are beyond my Ability to perform, on a Compliance with which my 


Support, nay even Liſe, and the Proſperity of the Country depends, 


Fort William, 29th September 1779. 
Secret Department. At a Council; PRESENT, 


The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Prefident 
1 Bs Richard Barwell, oY 
. grave. 
Edward Wheler, 
Mär. Francis indiſpoſed, | | 
Sir Eyre Coote gone to review the Army, 


| Read the following Letters from Mr. Graham, Reſident at Benares : 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


I had laſt Night the Honour of receiving your Letter of the 26th Ultimo, directing 
me to repeat the Claim which your Honourable Board had thought proper to make of 
Rajah Cheyt Sing, for Five Lacks of Rupees, as his annual Proportion of the Expence 
of the preſent War, and empowering me, in cafe of his perſiſting in refuſing Payment, 
to require Major Camac, with Two Battalions of Sepoys, to march to this Place, and 
to wait your further Orders, | x 

Having alſo received the Honourable the Governor General's Perſian Letter to the Rajah 
on the Subject, P have ſent it to him, with a Letter from myſelf, requiring his immediate 
Compliance with the Orders contained therein, and defiring that he would forthwith 
fend a Perſon properly qualified to make Payment to me of the Five Lacks of Rupees, 
and further to fend me a Reply to the Governor General's Letter. I ſhall immediately 
do myſelf the Honour to addreſs you on the Receipt of his Anſwer, which I flatter my- 
felf will prove ſatisfactory, and that I ſhall not be under the Neceſſity of making uſe 


of 


l 39 ] 
of the diſcretionary Power which your Honourable Board have been 
me, in order to compel him to Payment. 
| | I have the Honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) Thos Grah am, 
x Reſident, 


Benares, 
the 10th Sept 1779. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, : 


I have this Day received an Anſwer from Rajah Cheyt Sing to the Letter which I 
informed your Honourable Board I had written to him on the 10th, requiring his Com- 


pliance with your Orders; wherein he {ends me an Anſwer to the Governor General's 
Leiter, which I have tranſmitted to him, and acquaints me with his having conſented to 


the Payment of the Five Lacks of Rupees. As however he ſtill holds forth his original 


Plea of Inability, [ have every Reaſon to apprehend he will be very dilatory in his Pay- 


ments; I beg therefore to be favoured with your Honourable Board's Orders, as to the 
Conduct which in ſuch Caſe I muſt obſerve towards him. 

Henares, . I have, &c. &c. 
12th September 1779, Thos Graham, 


Reſident, 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs 


I have herewith the Honour to tranſmit you Twelve Bills of Exchange, for the Sum 
of Calcutta Sicca Rupees 1, 85,145. 6. 16. 1. drawn in favour of the Honourable Com- 
pany, as per accompanying Invoice, being on Account of R jah Cheyt Sing's Kiſts due 
the 4th Inſtant, and in Part Payment of his Annual Tribute. „ 

Although Four complete Days are now elapſed ſince I had the Honour of informing 
Fou of the Rajah's having conſented to the Payment of the Five Lacks of Rupees; and al- 
though I ſent him a ſuitable Reply to the Letter he wrote me on the Occaſion, and at 

the ſame Time repeated my Requeſt for a Perſon being ſent to me ſufficiently qualified 
for diſcharging the Amount; no one has yet come, nor has any Money been yet paid 
me: On the contrary, through his Vackeel, he has ſolicited to be indulged with Time, 


but without ſpecifying any Period; which leaving Room for no other Anſwer than to de- 


fire him to conform to the Orders he had received from your Honourable Board through 
the Channel of the Governor General, I have ſent a Perſon to attend at his Durbar, to 
require his ſpeedy Compliance therewith, 5 N 

|  *; Banares, I have, &c. &c, 

16th September 1779: Thos Graham, 


Reſident, 
Honourable Sir, and Sirss . 1 


J had the Honour of addreſſing you laſt Night, informing your Honourable Board of 


the Steps I had taken towards obtaining the Payment of the Five Lacks of Rupees from 
Rajah Cheyt Sing. I this Day received a Letter from him; of which I beg Leave to 
ſubmit to your Conſideration the following Tranſlate : | 


« The Situation of my Affairs is well known to you; and J have repeatedly repre- 


& ſented the Particulars to you. The Five Lacks of Rupees, on account of a Proportion 
« of the Expences of the War, conformably to the Injunctions of the Honourable 
« Engliſh Company, I have for this Time agreed to pay; neither am I dilatory or inat- 


c tentive in providing for its Diſcharge ; but the Amount is conſiderable, and can only 


de be liquidated by Degrees. Within the Space of Four Months I will pay it to you by 
« Inftalments: To the End of the Month of Zelhedge,” (correſponding nearly to the 
Midde of the Engliſh Month of January enſuing) “* I will complete Payment of the 
«© Whole. What is now preparing, in Part of the aforeſaid Sum of Five Lacks, ſhall 
« be paid to you on Thurſday next, the 12th of Rumzan, My Thoughts are not a 
« Moment at reſt from this Matter. But, from inceflant Applications, Inconveniencies 
d are occaſioned to the Proviſion, and my Endeavours are interrupted, From your 

« Indulgence, I will diſcharge the Amount in the Manner above ſpecified.“ 

I ſhall be glad to be honoured with your Orders on the Subject of the foregoing 
Letter: In the Interim I conſidered it conſiſtent with the Spirit of thoſe Orders already 
received from your Honourable Board, to reje& the Propoſitions therein contained, and 
to repeat my Demand for Payment of the Whole without Delay. 

| J have, &c. &c. 
Benares, _ Thos Graham, 
17th September 1779. | Reſident. 


Governor General. — As it appears by the laſt of the above Letters from Mr. Graham, 
that Rajah Cheyt Sing, whoſe preſent Ability to diſcharge the full Amount of the Sum 
demanded of him cannot be doubted, is endeavouring to amuſe our Reſident with De- 

lays, and as his Reply, although it profeſſes an Intention of Compliance with his Claim, 
is a plain Evaſion of it, I think Mr, Graham, according to the Spirit of the e 
| | 4 A 


pleaſed to lodge in 
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| five of the Sublidy for the War. 
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had received, ought to have required the immediate March of Major Camac's Detach- 
ment, to enforce Payment from the Rajah ; but as he has omitted to act in this Manner, 
and as it appears to be his Intention to wait for the further Orders of the Board, I move, 
That the Contents of his Letters be imparted to the Commander in Chief, and that he 
be deſired to ſend Orders forthwith to Major Camac to march without Delay, in Con- 
formity to his former Inſtructions, giving Notice of the Day on which he ſhall move 
from his preſent Station to Mr. Graham, that the Expences of the Detachment, from 


that Time until its Return, may be charged to the Rajah; and that Major Camac do 


continue his Route with the Two Battalions under his Command to Benares, unleſs 
Mr. Graham, upon the full Receipt of the Subſidy, ſhall notify to him that there is no 


Neceſſity for his Proceeding. I further move, that Letters to the ſame Effect be prepared 
and diſpatched to Mr. Graham and Rajah Cheyt Sing. | 


Mr. Wheler.— object to the above Orders, 


Reſolved, That the following Letters be written to the Commander in Chief and 
Mr. Graham; and that the Governor General be likewiſe deſired to write a Letter to the 
ſame Effect to Rajah Cheyt Sing. 5 Ld 


„ To the Commander in Chief. 
As it is implied, by the encloſed Copies of Letters which we have received from our 
Reſident at Benares, that Rajah Cheyt Sing means to protract, if not entirely to evade 


Payment of the Five Lacks of Rupees required of him, as his Share of the Expences of 


the War for the current Year, by his diſtant and illuſory Promiſes, although there can 
be no Doubt of his preſent Ability to diſcharge the Demand, if he thought proper, we 


_ Conceive that ſome effectual Means ſhould be taken to compel him to it. 


Mr. Graham has not yet required the March of Major Camac's Detachment, in obe- 
dience to the Letter of our Orders to him; we therefore requeſt that you will iſſue freſh 


Orders for this Detachment to repair forthwith to Benares, and there to wait, according 


to your former Inſtructions; unleſs Mr. Graham, in conſequence of the full Receipt of 


the Subſidy, ſhall inform the Officer in Command of it, that his Proceeding is thereby 
rendered unneceſſary. It will be proper likewiſe to direct, that the Day of March be 
notified to Mr, Graham, in order to enable him to claim the Expences of the Detachment 


from that Time till its Return to Dinapore, from the Rajah. "1 
Fort William, e GEE LE WS 
209 ˙h September 1779. 
| To Benares, 
Sir, | 5 N ; 1 VF 
We have received your Letters of the 10th, 12th. 16th, and 17th Inſtant. 
As we conceive that the Rajah means to amuſe you with vague and diſtant Promiſes, 
and thereby to protract, if not entirely to evade Payment of the Sum required as his 
Proportion of the Expences of the War for the current Year, we are of Opinion that 
compulſory Means ſhould be immediately uſed to oblige him to diſcharge it, fince there 
can be no Doubt of his preſent Ability. We have therefore deſired the Commander in 
Chief to iſſue his Orders to Major Camac, to march forthwith to Benares with the 
Detachment under his Command, and there to wait our further Orders; unleſs you in 
the mean Time, from the actual Receipt of the Subſidy, ſhall inform him that it is un— 


neceſſary to proceed any further. Major Camac will adviſe you on what Day he ſhall 
| have marched from Dinapore; and we direct, that you inſiſt on the Rajah's paying the 


Expences of the Detachment from that Time till its Return to the ſame Place, exclu- : 


We are, &c. &c. 


Fon William, Warren Haſtings, 
29th September 1779. Rich Barwell, 


 Edw* Wheler. 
Extract of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council 1 their public Department, 
| the 25th October 1779. . 
Read the following Letters from Mr. Graham: 


HFonourable Sir, und- Siren — . 
Rajah Cheyt Sing not having yet completed Payment of One Lack of Rupees in Part 
of his Subſidy of Five Lack, notwithſtanding agreeable to his own voluntary Propoſal, 


| whereof | tranſmitted you a Tranſlate in my Addreſs of the 17th Ultimo, he ought Twelve 


Days ago to have paid me a Lack and Twenty-five Thouſand, I have, believing it to be 


conſiſtent with the Spirit of your Honourable Board's Inſtructions, dated the 26th 


Auguſt, in order to enforce Payment, this Day written to Major Camac, requiting him 
| with 


1 


with the Detachment under his Command, to march to this Place with all convenient 


Expedition. FTE 
Benares, I have the Honour, &c, 
the 3d October, 1779. Thos Graham, 


Reſident, 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 

I have been honoured with the Receipt of your Letter of the 29th Ultimo. 

My Addre's to your Honourable Board of the 3d Inſtant, acquainted you not only 
of the Rajah's Continuation to proctaſtinate the Payment of the whole Subſidy, but of 
his Failure in particular in the Payment of that Proportion which he had himſelf volun- 
tarily fixed a Time for diſcharging, and of my having in conſequence ſent the neceſſar 
Notice to Major Camac to march with the Detachment under his Comand to this Place. 
Your further Iaſtructions on this Subject now before we, ſhall be punctually attended 
to. Toe Rajah, notwithſtanding he has been repeatedly made acquainted with your 
Honourable Board's determined Reſolution to obtain ſpeedy Payment, and of the Con- 
ſequences at: endant on Delays, has only, to this Day, paid me the Sum of One Lack and 
Nineteen thouſand Rupees; he now offers in Excuſe, a general Scaicity of Specie ; what 
may be his Conduct on the Approach of the Detachment you ſhall be duly informed of. 


I have herewith the Honour to tranſmit you Fifteen Bills of Exchange for the Sum of 


Calcutta Sicca Rupees, 1,85,145- 6. 16. 1. drawn in favour of the Honourable Company 
as per accompanying Invoice, being on Account of Rajah Cheyt Sing's Kiſt due the 4th 
Inſtant, and in Part Payment of his annual Tribute. | | 


| Benares, | I have the Honour, &c. 
the 12th October 1779. | (Signed) Thos Graham, 


5 Reſident. 
Reſolved, That the following Letter be written to Mr. Graham: | 
(Extract) 
Sir, 5 | 
The Provincial Council at Patna, having ftill occaſion for an extraordinary Supply of 
_ Caſh to anſwer their current Diſburſements, we*direCt that you remit to them the Amount 
which you may have received or ſhall receive from the Rajah on account of his Subſidy 
for this Year by Bills of Exchange; in the Negociation of which we need not recom— 
mend to you to hx the Exchange at the moſt favourable Rate you can obtain. | 


Extract of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Secret Department, 
| EL 28% October 1779. | 
Read the following Letter from Mr. Graham : 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 


The Purpoſe of this is to inform you, that the Dinapore Detachment, under the Com- 
mand of Captain Crabb, arrived here this Morning, and have for the preſent encamped 


contiguous to Ramnagur. As the Rajah has only yet paid Half the Amount of the 


Subſidy, vizt. 2,50,000 Rupees, One Lack of which was paid me Yeſterday, I conclude, 
therefore, that in Two or Three Days more he will diſcharge the Whole ; at leaſt 
he acquainted me ſo by the Perſon who came with the laſt Payment, I ſhall ſend your 
Honourable Board daily Information of his Conduct. | 
| = | T have the Honour to be, Kc. 
Benares, (Signed) Tos Graham, 
19th October 1779. | Reſident. 


Extras of the Praceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Secret Department, 
ns 1/t November 1779. 
Sir | | 
Since writing the foregoing, the General has deſired me to requeſt you will inform the 


Governor, that the Two Battalions of Sepoys ordered to Benares, being in want of their 


Pay, he has directed the Reſident to iſſue it to them from his Treaſury, which he imagines 
will be ſufficient Authority for Mr. Graham, but would rather it ſhould be confirmed by 
the Governor General. Bos 
® I am, &c. ris | 
| Wu Tierney. 


Agreed, That his Application to Mr. Graham be confirmed by the following Orders: 


To Mr. Thomas Graham. 
Sir 

We have received your Letters of the 20th and 22d Ultimo. ee IE 
Our laſt Orders concerning the Diſpoſal of the Sum which you have received from 
Rajah Cheyt Sing, on account of his as for this Year, directed the Remittance of 


Ski. Com, Re, II. it 


— 4 
— e : 2 


5 2d November 1779. 


. 
jt to the Chief and Council at Patna; but as we underſtand that the Two Battalions of 
Sepoys which marched to Benares, will require an Advance for their Pay, and that the 
Commander in Chief has applied to you to make an Advance for that Purpoſe, you will 
accordingly comply with his Deſire, and remit the Reſidue, which ſhall remain in your 
Hands of the Subſidy, together with the Amount, which you will demand and receive 
from the Rajah for the Expences of the Detachment, from the Date of its quiiting 
Dinapore until the Amount of the Five Lacks was completely diſcharged, to Patna, 


agreeable to our former Inſtructions, 


Fort William, We are, &c. 


Extract of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public 


Department, the 6th December 1779. 


Read the following Letter from Mr. Graham : 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


J have been honoured with the Receipt of your Letters of the 2d and 15th Inſtant; | 
I ſhall follow the Directions of the Commander in Chief, who is now here, regarding 
the Pay of the Two Battalions at this Place; and ſhall, agreeably to your Inſtructions, 
remit what may remain of the Subſidy of Five Lacks received from Rajah Cheyt Sing, to 
the Provincial Council of Revenue at Patna : Hitherto I have only been able to ſend them 


Bills for 80,000 Sonaut Rupees. 


I have made public the Orders of the Court of Directors, continuing the Powers of 
Government veſted in your Honourable Board by the Act of Parliament, 7 
I have herewith the Honour to tranſmit you Eight Bills of Exchange, for the Sum of 
Calcutta Sicca Rupees 1,85,145. 6. 16. 1. drawn in Favour of the honourable Company, 
as her accompanying Invoice, being on Account of Rajah Cheyt Sing's Kiſt due the 4h 
Inſtant, and in Part Payment of his Annual Tribute. . 

I have the Honour, &c, 

: ".- Benares, _ (Signed) Thos Graham, 
the 27th November 1779. | , | Reſident. 


Ordered, That the Bills incloſed in the foregoing Letter be ſent to the Treaſury, 


From Rajah Cheyt Sing,—Received the 16th December 1779. 


Your gracious Letter, directing me to pay without Delay the Sum of Five Lacks of 
Rupees, as my Share of the Expences of the War for this Year, honoured me by its 
Arrival, and made me acquainted with your Pleaſure, My Protector! before the Arrival 


of your Orders, I had paid 1,50,000 Rupees to Mr, Thomas Graham ; and immediately 


on the Receipt, I ſent the Balance of 3, 50, 00 Rupees to the ſaid Gentleman, I was 
not forgetful of it for one Inſtant. As the Troops were ſent here, I have given that 
Gentleman their Pay from the Day of their March till the Day that the Sum was diſ- 
charged, which was not quite Fifteen Days. I am hopeful, that conſidering me to be 
attached to you from of old, you will protect and ſupport me by your Favour and Friend— 
ſhip, that my Honour and Dignity may be encreaſed by it. 


Extract of the Procedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public 


Department, the 23d December 1779. 


Read a Letter from the Reſident at Benares, as follows: 


| Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | | | 
I have been honoured with the Receipt of your Letter of the 29th November, and in 
Compliance with the Directions therein contained, have herewith the Honour to encloſe 
you Five Bills of Exchange for Calcutta Sicca Rupees 2,64,342. 11. 6. drawn in your 
Honourable Board's Favour, as per Invoice, being in Exchange for Benares Sicca Rupees 
2,8 1,150. the Amount Balance of the Subſidy in my Hands, as per Account Current 
encloſed, | | 
The Rates at which I have negociated the aforeſaid Five Bills are 1 per Cent. and +4 per 
Cent. within the Rate allowed to Rajah Cheyt Sing in the adjuſtment of his Tribute. 
| | has the Honour, Ke.. | 
Benares, (Signed) Thos Graham, 
the 10th December 1779. * Reſident. 


Thomas 
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Extract of Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 13th March 1780. 
Par. 41. We thought it neceſſary and conſiſtent to demand a further Contribution of 


Five Lacks of Rupees from Rajah Cheyt Sing, for his Part of the Expences of the War 
for the current Year, being the ſame Sum as he paid towards that and for the laſt Year. 


The Rajah ſtrongly pleaded his Inability to comply with this Demand, and even ſuffered 
us to ſend Two Battalions of Sepoys from Dinapore to Benares to enforce Payment, 
before he would grant it; at length, however, with much Difficulty the Amount was re- 


ceived from him, added to a Penalty of 20,000 R= for the Expences of the Two Batta- 


lions until their Arrival at Benares. 1 ; TT 
42. We ſhall make but this ſhort Obſervation upon the Conduct of the Rajab, that 


whether it proceeded from the Apprehenſion of eſtabliſhing a Precedent for exceeding the 


Sum of his annual and ſtipulated Revenue, or from a Senſe of Independency, it was 


equally unſeaſonable, and an ungrateful Return for the Benefits which he has been 
allowed to derive from the Company's Protection. ah | 


Extrad of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Secret De- 
| | partment, the 22d Fune 1780. 
Governor General.—The Period of T'wo Years, for each of which the Rajah of Be- 


nares, at the Requiſition of the Board, has contributed the Sum of Five Lacks of Muck- _ 


lidar Rupees as his Proportion of the Burthen of the War with France, being nearly 

expired, and that War {till continuing, I move, That be be now called upon to con- 

tribute the like Sum, as his Share of the Expence of it for the current Year. Dh 
Agreed to the Governor General's Motion, | . YER 


The following Letter is in conſequence written to the Reſident at Benares : 
To Mr. Francis Fowke, 

Sir | 8 : SET 

| The Period of Two Years, for each of which Rajah Cheyt Sing has contributed the 


Sum of Five Lacks of Mucklidar Rupees, as his Proportion of the Burthen of the War 


with France, being nearly expired, and the War ſtill continuing, we find it neceſſary to 
maintain the ſame Force, and to require that the Rajah ſhall be at his Share of the Ex- 
pence ; we therefore direct that you demand from him Payment of the above Sum, as his 
Proportion of the Charge for the current Year, and remit the Amount of it to us. 
£ | ** We are, &c. 7 
Fort William, „„ coor 
22d June 1780. 
To Rajah Cheyt Sing :— Written 22d June 1780. 


The Period of the Second Year, for which on the 19th Auguſt 1778 you agreed to 


| pay the annual Subſidy of Five Lacks Muckledar Rupees, as your Share of the Burthen 


of the War with France, being expired, and the Continuation of the War making it ſtill 
neceſſary to keep up the ſame Force for the Defence of the Country, I am therefore to 
deſire you to contribute the further Sum of 5 Lacks of Muckledar Rupees, as your Share 
of the Charge for the preſent Year, Mr. Fowke has accordingly been directed to apply 
to you for the ſame. It is neceſſary that you do not delay to pay it to him. | 


Extract F the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Public Department, 
„„ Rs the 7th September 1780. | | 


Read the following Letters from the Reſident at Benares: 


Extract, dated 21/7 July 1780. 


In Obedience to your Orders of the 22d Ultimo, I have demanded of Rajah Cheyt 
Sing the Sum of Five Lacks of Mutchlidar Rupees, as his Proportion of the Burthen of the 


preſent War with France. The Rajah has deſired me to inform you of his entire Sub- 


miſſion to your Commands. He has promiſed to pay One Lack of this Amount within a 


few Days. I ſhall immediately adviſe your Honourable Board of the Receipt of it, and ſhall 


remit it upon the moſt advantageous Terms I can obtain; I ſhall likewiſe urge the Rajah 
in the ſtrongeſt Manner poſlible, to uſe the utmoſt Expedition in the Diſcharge of the 
remaining Part. gn MP rr gr e ook 29 


Extra 


. 
Extract of Letter from the Reſident at Benares, dated 1010 Auguft 178d, 


————] have received from the Rajah One Lack of Rupees, in Part Payment of his 
Subſidy ; and I have the Honour to encloſe Bills of Exchange for the Amount of this 
Sum, drawn as per accompanying Invoice. | 


I have urged the Rajah very ſtrongly to complete the Payment of his Subſidy with all 
poſſible Expedition ; but I find he is determined to make no further Payment till he receives 


an Anſwer to his Arzce, tranſmitted in my Letter of the 5th Inſtant to the Honourable 
Governor General]. | | 


The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter from the Rajah of 
Benares, referred to in the Leiter from the Reſident above recorded: 


 Arzee from Rojah Cheyt Sing: Received 21% Auguſt 1780. 
l have been honoured by your Orders, directing me to pay Five Lacks of Sicca Mayha- 
dar Rupees to Mr. Fowke, tor the War which till continues; and although my diſtreſſed 
Situation mult be known to you from other Quarters, notwithſtanding J have been afraid 
to repreſent it to you myſelf, that 1 have fold my Houſe, and borrowed Sums of Money, 
from which I am not yet releaſed ; yet, in obedience to your Orders, I have paid One 


Lack of Rupees out of the Five Lacks to Mr. Fowke, and ſhall pay the other Four in 


Three Months. I requeſt you will ſend Directions to that Gentleman to allow me that 
Time, and it ſhall be punctually paid at the End of that Term. You yourſelf muſt be 
convinced that I have no Abilities or Reſources left. | | 


| Ordered, That Mr. Fowke do inform the Rajah, that the Board are much diſpleaſed 
with theſe affected Delays, knowing his Ability to make the immediate Pa 
Sublidy ; and that he peremptorily require him to diſcharge it. 5 

Ordered, That Mr. Fowke be deſited to remit the Sum, when received, by Shroffs 
Bills it poflible, or by any ſafe Mode of Remittance, to Major Camac, for the Expences 


ol the Detachment under his Command; and that Major Camac be adviſed accordingly, 
The following Letter is accordingly written to Mr. Francis Fowke : 


Sir, 


We have received your Letters under Date the 21ſt July, 10th and 20th Auguſt, with 


the Bills and Accounts encloſed: We have alſo had before us the Rajah's Letter to the 
Governor General, to which you allude in your Addreſs of the 10th Ultimo. 
We deſire that you will inform the Rajah of Benares, that knowing his Ability to make 


quick Payment of the whole Amount of the Sublidy, we are much diſpleaſed with the 


groundleſs Pretences which he urges for delaying it; and we direct, that on Receipt of 
this Letter you peremptorily demand his,immediate Diſcharge of the Sum due from him 


on this Account; which, when you have received it, we deſire you will remit, either by 


Shroff Bills if poſſible, or by any other ſafe Mode, to Major Camac, for the Expences of 
the Troops under his Command. | 


We are, &c. 
Fort William 


7th September 1780. 
| Agreed, That we write the following Letter to Major Camac: 
Sir, 


The Rajah of Benares being indebted to the Company in the Sum of Four Lacks of 
Mutchiladar Rupees, we have ſent Orders to our Refident at that Place to demand imme- 


diate Payment of it, and to remit the Amount, when received, to you, by Shroff Bills if 


poſñible, or by any other lafe Mode, for the Purpoſe of defraying the Expences of the 
Troops under your Command: We delire, therefore, that on the Receipt of the Remit- 


tances made you by the Reſident at Benares, you will appropriate them to the Service for 


hich they are intended. ; 
by Hate thought proper to add the Corps of foreign Rangers now at Cawnpore to the 


Detachment under your Command, the Commander in Chief has been requeſted to iſſue 


the neceſſary Orders for carrying this Reſolution into Effect. 


Me are, &c. 
Fort William, 


th September 1780. 
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Extract of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public 
| Department, gth October 1780. | 


| Extratt of Letter from the Reſident at Benares, dated 27th September 1780, 


I have received the Honour of your Letter of the 7th Inſtant, and have ſignified your 
Commands to the Rajah ; he bas promiſed to diſcharge the Balance of his Subſidy, bein 
Rupees 2,53,000, in the Courſe of a few Days, I am treating with the Shroffs for a 
Remittance to Major Camac, and imagine I ſhal] be able to effect it by Bills from them 
for the whole Amount. | 


Extract of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public De- 
| | partment, 26th October 1780. 


The following Letter from the Reſident at Benares having been circulated, was re- 
turned with the Flowing Minute: 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 1 
T think it incumbent upon me to inform you, that the Rajah, notwithſtanding his ſolemn 
Aſſurances, has hitherto paid no Part of the Balance of his Subſidy ſpecified in my Ad- 
dreſs of the 27th Ultimo. He has'reſumed his Plea of Inability ; and I can form no Opi- 
nion how long he may think proper to protract the Payment. „„ 


1 remain, | 
Benares, Honourable Sir, and Sirs, &c. 
th October 1780. (Signed) 5 F. Fowke, 


Reſident at Benares. 


Governor General. — Such an Inſtance of Contempt ſhewn by the Rajah of Benares to 
the Authority of this Government, at a Time in which his Fidelity and Gratitude for the 
many Obligations which he owes to it, ought to have prompted him to make a voluntary 
Tender of that Aid which he now refuſes after repeated Promiſes to grant it, merits ſome 


Mark at leaſt of the Reſentment of the Board. For that Reaſon I muſt recommend that 


Mr. Fowke be directed to demand inſtant Payment of the Balance due of his Subſidy ; 
and if he ſhall not have paid it at the Time of the Receipt of this Letter, to exact from 
him, in the Name of the Board, the further Sum of One Lack of Rupees, as a Fine for 
his paſt Diſobedience. That to enforce this Order, Brigadier General Stibbert be direct- 


| ed to iſſue Orders to the Commanding Officers of the Battalions of the neareſt Stations to 


Benares, to march immediately to that Place, and to wait fuch Orders as may be hereaf- 


ter tranſmitted to them. In the mean Time, the Board may be informed of the Recep- 


tion given by the Rajah to the preſent Order, and it is hoped that it may be ſuch as ſhall 


render it unneceſſary to proceed to Extremities againit him. 


(Signed) Warren Haſtings, 
I acquieſce, though I hope the Threat will be ſufficient, _ 
1 5 | (Signed) P. Francis. 
Agreed, 1 | (Signed) E. Wheler. 
Agreed that the following Letter be written to the Reſident at Benares ; 


r | | | | 
Me have received your Letter of the 5th Inſtant, informing us that the Rajah, not- 
withſtanding his ſolemn Aſſurances, has hitherto paid no Part of the Balance of his 
Subſidy ſpecified in your Addreſs of the 27th Ultimo; that he had reſumed his Plea of 
Inability, and that you could form no Opinion how long he might think proper to prottact 
the Payment. | | 

This Conduct of the Rajah ſeems to us without Excuſe ; we direct therefore, that you 
demand inſtant Payment of the Balance due of his Subſidy, and if he ſhall not have diſ- 
charged it at the Time of your Receipt of this Letter, that you exact from him, in the 
Name of the Board, the further Sum of One Lack of Rupees, as a Fine for his paſt Diſ- 
obedience, To enforce the Compliance due to our Authority, and the Payment of the 


Sum required of him, we have given Orders that the Battalions at the Stations neareſt to 


Benares ſhould march immediately to that Place, and wait for ſuch DireQjons as may 
hereafter be tranſmitted to the Officer commanding them, 
Fort William, | | We are, &c. 
19th October 1780. 


Agteed 


[ 47 J 

Agreed that the following Letter be written to Brigadier General Stibbert: 

Sir, | | | 

Having had late Occafion to be much diſſatisfied with the Conduct of the Rajah of Be- 
nares towards the Government, in withholding the Payment of the Amount due from him 
as his Subſidy, we think it neceſſary to direct, and do direct you to iſſue Orders to the 
Commanding Officers of the Battalions at the Stations neareſt to Benares, to march 
1 to that Place, and wait ſuch further Orders as may hereafter be tranſmitted 
to them, . OTE 


Fort William, We are, &c. 
19th October, 1780. 


Read Letter as follows from Brigadier General Stibbert: 


Gentlemen, | | 
In conſequence of your Letter to me of Yeſterday's Date, I diſpatched Orders by laſt 
Night's Poſt to Captain Moſes Crawford, commanding the 35th Battalion of e at 
Dinapore, to march with bis Corps immediately to Benares, leaving behind him Two 


Companies of Sepoys as a Guard to theſe Cantonments. At the ſame Time I wrote to 


Captain Lucas, who commands the 36th Battalion of Sepoys, and whom I underſtand to 
be on Detachment from the 2d Brigade in the Gorrickpoor Diſtricts, to proceed alſo with- 
out Delay to Benares ; leſt, however, this Officer ſhould have joined the 2d Brigade by 


Order of Colonel Morgan, or other Authority, I have directed the Colonel in ſuch. 


Event to detach the Firſt BattaJion for Duty at his Station on the required Service, I 


| ſhall alſo this Day ſend Orders to Lieutenant Colonel Tottingham, commanding at 


Chunar Gur, to detach immediately to Benares Five Companies of Sepoys from the Bat- 

talion at that Garriſon. n | 
The Officers commanded on this Service are, according to your Deſire, inſtructed to 

remain at Benares until further Orders, 1 N | 

Fort William, FE I have the Honour, &c.- 

+ —_—_ OtQtober 1780, | (Signed) | | G. | Stibbert. 


Extra® of the Proceedings ef the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public 
| | Department, the 2d November 1780, 1 | | 


The following Letter from the Reſident at Benares having been received ſince the laſt. 


Meeting, Orders were immediately iſſued for countermanding the March of the Troops 
ordered to Benares: | SS FM 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 5 © 3 
The Rajah has this Day given me Bills of Exchange on Ghohud in Favour of Major 
Camac, for the Balance which remained due on Account of his Subſidy, being Benares 
Sicca Rupees 2, 50, ooo. | | 


1 ſhall make a further Remittance to Major Camac in a few Days, of the whole 


Amount which 1 have received from the Rajah in ready Money on this Account, 
Fa | | I have the Honour, &c. 
Benares, | | 


18th October 1780. | (Signed) F. Fowke, 


Extra of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Secret 
„ Department, 2d November 1780. ER 
Agreed that the Governor General be be requeſted to write to the Rajah of Benares, 

requiring him to furniſh ſuch Part of the Cavalry entertained in his Service as he can 

ſpare fer the Service of this Government, and to inform him what Number he can ſup- 


ply; thata Letter be written to Mr. Francis Fowke, directing him to make the ſame Re- 


quiſition of the Rajah, and at the fame Time, to obviate any Jealouſy'which the Rajah 
may conceive, that this may be converted to a permanent Impoſition upon him, that the 
| Board will require the Services of theſe Forces no longer than while the preſent War 
laſts, after which they will be returned, wane 


Agreed that the following Letter be written to the Reſident at Benares: 


Sir, 


On the Receipt of the Intimation conveyed to us in your Letter of the 18th Ultimo, 


Orders were iſſued to countermand the March of the Troops which were appointed to 
proceed to Benares in conſequence of the Delays uſed by the Rajah in the Payment of his 


Subſidy. 


Deeming it juſt and proper that the Rajah ſhould be deſired to afford every Aſſiſtance 


in his Power to this Government, to whoſe Protection and Support he owes all that he 
poſſeſſes, the Governor General has been requeſted to write to him, requiring him to 
furniſh ſuch Part of the Cavalry entertained in his Employ as he can ſpare for the Service 
| of 
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do not doubt of his ready Obedience to the Requiſition. 


Extra of Letter from the Governor General and Council, in 


( 43 ] 95 
of the Company; but as ſome Jealouſy and Apprehenſion may ariſe in the Rajah's Mind, 
that this Aid may be converted to a permanent Impoſition on him, we think it neceſſary 
that ſuch Fears ſhould be obviated, and direct you therefore to aſſure him, that we ſhall re- 
quire the Services of this Force no longer than during the Continuance of the preſent War, 
after which it will certainly be returned. N 


We ate, & c. 
Fort William, 


2d November, 1780. 


To Rajah Cheyt Sing, 24 November 1780: 


Requiring him to furniſh ſuch Part of the Cavalry entertained in his Service as he can 
ſpare for the Service of this Government, and to inform the Governor General what 
Number he can ſupply. | 25 


Extract of Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 29th November 1780. 
Par. 36. We have thought it neceſſary to require from the Rajah of Benares the ſame ' 
Subſidy tor the enſuing Year that he paid in the laſt, as his Proportion of his Expence of 
the War. He for ſome Time heſitated to comply with the Demand, and we were 
obliged to reſolve on Meaſures of Compulſion ; but he has ſince paid the Amount, and we 


have ſtopped the Execution of thoſe Meaſures. The Support which he receives from 
this Government, to whom he owes all that he poſſeſſes; the known Affluence of his 


Circumſtances, notwithſtanding his Pretexts to the contrary; and the Intereſt which he 


poſſeſſes, in chief over all other Perſons ſubject to us, in the Company's Proſperity and 
Succeſs, have induced us to require of him the Aſſiſtance of ſuch a Body of Cavalry as he 
can ſpare for the Company's Employ, under a Promiſe made to him, that their Services 
will not be required beyond the Continuance of the War, We have alſo ſtrongly recom- 
mended to the Nabob Vizier to require from Fyzoola Cawn the Quota of Troops, 
conſiſting of 5,000 Horſe, ſtipulated by Treaty to be furniſhed by the latter; and we 


their Secret Department, dated 
34 February 1781. | . 


Required from the Rajah of Benares the ſame Subſidy for the enſuing Vear that he 


paid in the laſt; One Lack paid immediately, the remaining Four Lacks not paid until 
the 18th October. 8 | ; 


The Aſſiſtance of a Body 0 


| f Cavalry required from him, to be remarned at the Con- 
cluſion of the War. | | Fug: 


COPY.) 


Letter from Mr. Haſlings, at Benares, to Mr. IWheler, at Fort William, of 18th Auguſt 
| „ 1781. | | 
The Honourable Edward Wheler, Efquire, &c. &c. &c. Fort William. 


Sir, | 


I arrived at Benares on 14th Inſtant, — My Tranſactions with the Rajah being of a moſt 
important Nature to the preſent and future Intereſts of the Company, I have determined 
to inform you of them without Delay, in the Order in which they have occurred, _ 
The firſt Step which I judged it neceſſary to take, as the Ground on which my fu— 
ture Proceedings with the Rajah were to be conducted, was. to recapitulate in Writin 


: 8 
the ſeveral Inſtances of his Conduct, which for ſome Time paſt have repeatedly drawn 


upon him the ſevere Reprehenſions of the Board; and to demand a clear and ſatisfactory 
Explanation.— This Paper I ſent to the Rajah by the Hands of Mr. Markham, who was 
directed to require an immediate Anſwer. 


In the Evening his Anſwer arrived, The following are Copies of both: 


& To Rajah Cheyt Sing. 


It is about Sixteen Months ſince Lalah Sadanund, your Buxey and confidential 
« Servant, came to Calcutta, charged with an expreſs Commiſſion and Authority to 
make Excuſes for your paſt Conduct, and to give me Aſſurances, confirmed by Oath, 
„of your future Submiſſion to my Advice, and the Orders of my government. As a 
„ Tett of your Sincerity, 1 required your immediate and unreferved Acquieſcence in the 


« Demand, which at the ſame Time was made to you, in the Name of the Governor 


General and Council, of the Subſidy of Five Lacks of Rupees for the Expences of the 
40 War. . | | | 


4 « With 


„ able. 

In all this Time daily Applications were made to you by the Reſident, and I wrote 
repeated Letters to you; but you paid no Regard to either. | 

© Beſides this, | required, in the Name of the Governor General and Council, by 
Letters, and ordered Mr. Fowke to repeat the Requiſition in Perſon, that you ſhould 


E 63 


« With this Demand you oſtenſibly complied, in your Anſwer to my Letter; and the 
Buxey promiſed me verbally in your Name, and in Terms fo ſtrong as amounted to the 
fulleſt Aſſurance, that there ſhould be no Delay in the Payment. Relying on this 
Agreement and Promiſe, I gave Orders to Mr. Fowke, who was then Reſident at 
this Place, to receive the Money, and remit it to Colonel Camac for the Pay of the 
Army, which had been ordered to march towards the Province of Malva; and I made 
no other Provition for it, ſuch was my Confidence in your Faith: But you deceived 
me; and, after having made the Firſt Payment of a few Rupees, either conſulting the 
Temper of the Times, or conforming to a premeditated Deſign, you by Shifts and 
Pretexts withheld the Remainder, until the Army, for whoſe Uſe it was intended, 
was reduced to the laſt State of Diftreſs. Many Hundreds deſerted; and, had an 
Enemy at that Time appeared againſt them, their Total Deſtruction had been inevit- 


furniſh a Body of Horſe to aſſiſt and act-with the Armies of the Company; and when 


Mr. Markham ſucceeded Mr. Fowke, I gave him Orders to repeat the Demand; 


which he did accordingly, with frequent and almoſt daily Importunity, limiting the 
Number to 1,500, and afterwards to 1,000. To this Demand you returned evaſive 
Anſwers ; nor to this Hour have you contributed a ſingle Horſeman, - 
l paſs over other Inſtances of your Conduct, in which, through the Means of your 
ſecret Agents, you have endeavoured to excite Diſorders in the Government on which 


you depend; and your Neglect of the Duty which you owe to it, and to the Subjects 


of this Zemindary, by ſuffering the daily Perpetration of Robberies and Murders, 
even in the Streets of the City of Benares itſelf, to the great and public Scandal of 
the Engliſh Name, and in Violation of one of the Conditions on which you receive 
the Confirmation of this Zemindary. But, as the two foregoing Inſtances amount to 


a direct Charge of Diſaffection and infidelity to the Government on which you de- 


pend, and happened at a Time in which it was your Duty moſt eſpecially to have 
exerted yourſelf in the Support of its Intereſts, I have therefore judged it proper to 


ſtate them to you thus fully in Writing, and to require your Antwer to them, And 


this J expect immediately.“ 
A N S N NR. 


« I received your Letter delivered to me by Mr. Markham, and I have underſtood 
every Particular of its Contents, Sir, after the Arrival of Sheik Ally Nucky, I ob- 


ſerved all the Orders which you ſent me; and I received the Letter which the deceaſed 


Sheik brought me, informing me that every Suſpicion was now completely removed 
from your Mind, and that I muſt confider you as formerly attentive to me. But I have 
not experienced from you the ſame Generoſities as formerly, I ſent you repeatedly 
Letters, repreſenting to your Conſideration my unhappy Circumſtances ; but you ne- 


ver honoured me with any Reply. For this Reaſon I ſent my Buxey Sadanund to 


your Preſence, enjoining him to repreſent to you the Firmnels of my Obedience and 
Attachment; to lay before you the Particulars of my Situation; and to learn the 
Diſpoſition of your Mind towards me. He arrived accordingly in your Preſence, and 


repreſented every Thing in a proper Manner, I have never deviated in the ſmalleſt 


Degree from theſe Profeſſions ; and the Benefactions and Civilities with which you 
have honoured me, have given me the greateſt Satisfaction; and I have conſidered you 


as the Source from which I derive the Fulfilment of all my Wiſhes and Deſires. It 


is my firm Hope that I may be always favoured with your Directions. In this Man- 
ner I complied, with the utmoſt Readineſs, with the Order you ſent me for the Pay- 


ment of Five Lacks of Rupees on Account of the War :—I ſent firſt One Lack of Ru- 
pees, with an Anſwer to your Letter; afterwards, having paid to Mr, Fowke the Sum 
of Ove Lack and Seventy thouſand Rupees, I ſent a Letter requeſting a further Allow- _ 


ance of Time to enable me to make ſome Preparations, To this I received no Reply 
—it being no Time to delay. Notwithſtanding this, IT was not a Moment inatten- 


tive to this Concern, and as ſoon as my Buxey arrived, I paid immediately the remain- 


ing Part of the Sum. The remitting of this to the Army did not depend upon mez 
if any Delay happened on this Head I could not help it. If, beſides the Payment of 
the Money, the Remittance of it alſo to the Army had reſted with me, a Delay of 
this Kind ſhould not have happened. I have encloſed in this Letter a Paper reſpect- 
ing the particular Sums which have been advanced, with their Dates, | 
« With reſpe& to the Horſe, you deſired me, in your Letter, to inform you of what 
Number I could afford to ſtation with you. I ſent you a particular Account of all that 
were in my Service, amounting to One thouſand Three hundred Horſe, of which ſe- 
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bi. veral were ſtatloned at diſtant Places; but I received no Anſçer to this. Mr, Mark- 
&{ ham delivered me an Order to prepare a Thouſand Horſe, In Compliance with 
i your Wiſhes I collected Five hundred Horſe, and a Subſtitute for the Remainder, 

Five hundred Burkundaſſes, of which I ſent you Information; and I told Mr. Mark- 
&« ham that they were ready to go to whatever Place they ſhould be ſent, No Anſwer, 
« however, came from you on this Head, and I remained aſtoniſhed at the Cauſe of it. 
% Repeatedly I aſked Mr, Markham about an Anſwer to my Letter about the Horſe ; 
« but he told me, that he did not know the Reaſon of no Anſwer having been ſent. 
4 J remained aſtoniſhed. With reſpe& to the Sepoys, I received firſt an Order to ſta- 
te tion Two of my Companies, which I did. I was then defired to give a Tunkhaw for 


. Payment of the Sepoys, and likewiſe to pay the Captain; which has been done 


v6 every onth. | 8 

« Excepting Abdullah Beg, who remains with you, and his Attendants, none of m 
„ People, either Dependants or Servants, or others in any Shape connected with me, 
& have ever gone to Calcutta, My Enemies, with a View to my Ruin, have made falſe 
«© Repreſentations to you, Now that, happily for me, you have yourlelf arcived at this 
« Place, you will be able to aſcertain all the Circumſtances relative to the Horſe, to my 
« People going to Calcutta, and the Dates of the Receipts of the particular Sums 
«< abovementioned ; you will then know whether I have amuſed you with a falſe Repre- 
„ ſentation, or made a juſt Report to you, | : | 

„J have given my Aumils moſt particular Injunctions, and have taken a Penalt 
&« Bond from them, that they ſhall keep no Thieves in their Diſtricts. What Power 
« have they to act otherwiſe ? But if ever a Robbery or Murder is committed in the 
« Country, I have been careful to impale or otherwiſe puniſh the Culprit. If a Perſon 


„ having committed a Delinquency ſhould eſcape to ſome other Place ſo as to elude all 
 « Diſcovery, in that caſe I am helpleſs ; but to the utmoſt of my Power I endeavour to 


ww 


* fulfil your Orders. I have never ſwerved in the ſmalleſt Degree from my Duty to 
% you, It remains for you to decide. on all theſe Matters. I am in every Cafe your 
& Slave, What was juſt I have repreſeated to you. May your Proſperity encreaſe ! 


« Account of Five Lacks of Rupees advanced for the Expences of the War. 


„ 1 Shabaun — _ — 100,000 
« 29th Ramzaain  — _ — — — 170,000 
„ih Showal — 0 — 130,000 
* 18th Showal —— — — 109,020 
500,000” 


This Anſwer you will perceive to be not only unſatisfactory in Subſtance, but offen- 
five in Stile, and leſs a Vindication of himſelf, than a Rectimination upon. It expreſſes 


no Concern for the Cauſes of Complaint contained in my Letter, or Defire to atone for 


them, nor the ſmalleſt Intention to purſue a different Line of Conduct. An Anſwer 


couched nearly in Terms of Defiance, to Requiſitions of ſo ſerious a Nature, I could not 
but conſider as a ſtrong Indication of that Spirit of Independency which the Rajah has 


for ſome Years paſt aſſumed, and of which indeed I had early obſerved other manifeſt 
Symptoms, both before and from the Inftant of my Arrival here. < 

Under theſe alarming Appearances of the Rajah's Conduct and Diſpoſition, T conceived 
myſelf indiſpenſably obliged to form ſome immediate and decifive Plan for obviating their 
Conſequence, and for the Preſervation of the Company's Rights and Intereſts in this 
Zemindary. To have left him in the full Exerciſe of Powers, which he had notoriouſly 


abuſed, and which it was to be apprehended he would employ to the moſt dangerous 


Purpoſes, was totally inconſiſtent with the Maxims of Juſtice and Prudence. To diveſt 


him entirely of the Zemindary, though juſtifiable on the Grounds ſtated above, would 
be attended with an Appearance of Severity, and might have furniſhed Grounds for 
Conſtructions unfavourable to the Credit of our Government, and to my own Reputation, 
from the natural Influence which every Act of Ripour, exerciſed in the Perſons of 
Men who ſtand in elevated Stations, is apt to impreſs on the Minds of thoſe who are 


too remote from the Scene of Action to judge, by any Evidence but of the direct Facts 


ticmfelves, of their Motives or Propriety. | 
Thus circumſtanced, and attentive to theſe oppoſite Conſiderations, I laid down the 

following Plan for my future Proceedings. 8 _ e e ee 
I firſt directed the Reſident to repair to the Rajah, who reſided at his Houſe, ſituated 


on this Side of the River, at the Diſtance of about T'wo Miles ; and gaye him the fol- 
towing InſtruQions : 55 


% Henares, 


($1: | 

% Benares, 15th Auguſt 1781, 10 at Night; 
EE « To Mr. William Markham, Reſident at Benares. | 

« Bit, 3 4 
lc is my Order, that you proceed early To-morrow Morning to the Houſe of Rajah 
„ Cheyt Sing, with your uſual Guard, and put him in Arreſt, You will require his 
« immediate Submiſſion, informing him, that you act under Oders given you by me; and 
< in caſe of his Refuſal you will wait the Arrival of Two Companies of Sepoys belong 
ing to Major Popham's Detachment, who are directed to follow and aſſiſt you in the 
Execution of this Service, Having ſecured the Rajah, you will kcep him in your Cuſ- 
« tody until further Orders, 
„ I am, Sir, £ 

«* Your moſt obedient Servant, . 

(Signed) „ Warren Haſtings,” 


On the next Morning Mr. Markham went, according to his foregoing Inſtructions, and 
was followed by Iwo Companies of Grenadier Sepoys belonging to Major Popham's De- 
tachment. The Rajah quietly ſubmitted to the Arreſt; and Mr. Markham returned to 
me with the following Letter from the Rajah, leaving him under the Charge of Lieute- 


nants Stalker, Scott, and Simes, For the Particulars which paſſed at this Interview, I re- 


fer you to the following Report, which Mr, Markham delivered to me on his Return : 
Letter from the Rajah. 


« At this Time Mr. William Markham being come to me, has informed me that your 
„ Highneſs's Orders are, that I ſhould remain under a Guard. My Protector, I before 


© repreſented to you, on board your Pinnace, that I was the Servant of the Honourable 


« Sirkar, and was ready from my Heart and Soul, Whatever may be your Pleaſure, do 
it with your own Hands, I am your Slave; what Occaſion can there be for this 
„ Guard?” | 


| (4 Benares, | 16th Auguſt 1781. T 
To the Honcurable IVarrin Faflings, Eſquire, Governor General, &c, c. Sc. 


«© Honourable Sir, _ * 
<« T this Morning, in obedience to your Orders of laſt Night, proceeded with a few of 
© my Orderlies, accompanied by Lieutenant Stalker, to Shewvallah Gaut, the preſent 
% Reſidence of Rajah Cheyt Sing, and acquainted him, it was your Pleaſure he ſhould 


«© conſider himſelf in Arreſt; that he ſhould order his People to behave in a quiet and or- 


4c derly Manner, for that any Attempt to reſcue him would be attended with his own De- 


« ſtruction. The Rajah ſubmitted quietly to the Arreſt; and aſſured me, that whatever 


« were your Orders, he was ready implicitly to obey; He hoped that you would allow 
« him a Subſiſtance; but as for his Zemindary, his Forts, and Treaſure, he was read 

4c to lay them at your Feet, and his Life, if required. He expreſfed himſelf much hurt 
« at the Ignominy, which he affirmed muſt be the Conſequence of his Confinement, and 


& jntreated me to return to you with the foregoing Submiſſion, hoping that you would 


„% make Allowances for his Youth and Inexperience, and, in conſideration of his Father's 
« Name, releaſe him from his Confinement as ſoon as he ſhould prove the Sincerity of his 
„ Offers, and himſelf deſerving of your Compaſſion and Forgiveneſs, | 


Neat a Quarter of an Hour after this Converſation, Lieutenant Scott arrived with the 
« Two Grenadier Companies of Major Popham's Regiment, to whoſe and Lieutenant 
« Stalker's Care I left the Rajah, having given them the following Ioſtructions That 
« they ſhould diſarm every Servant of the Rajah's that they ſhould allow him any ſuch 
« Eight or Ten Kiſſmutgats, for the Attendance of his Perſon, as he ſhould approve of ;— 
« that theſe Men ſhould be ſhewn to the Sepoys, left any Deceit ſhould be practiſed; but 
« that they might indulge him in any Requeſt conſiſtent with the Security of his Perſon, 
I am now returned to . you with my Proceedings, and to receive any furthet 
40 ions, if you think it neceſſary. — | | 
eien 119 « [ — the Honour to be; 

« Honourable Sir, 
“ Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
„ William Markham.“ 


As the Rajah in the above Letter had defired that Mr. Markham might be ſent. back to 
him, I was preparing Inſtructions for that Purpoſe, when I received another Letter from 


the Rajab, of which the following is a Tranſlation: 


Letter 
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4 1 
| Letter from the Rajah. 3 RA 
t am the Servant of the Sirkar, arid am ready from my Heart and Soul in the Perform 
tt ance of your Orders, My Honour was beſtowed on me by your Highneſs; it depends 
t on you alone to take away, or not take away, the rags out of my Hands. In caſe 
te my Honour is not left me, how ſhall I be equal to the Buſineſs of the Sirkar? Who- 


« ever, with his Hands in a ſupplicating Polture, is ready with his Life and Property, 
& what Neceſſity can there be for him to be dealt with in this Way?“ | 


From the apparent Deſpondency in which theſe Letters were written, I thought it 
neceſſary to give the Rajah ſome Encouragement ; and accordingly wrote him the follow- 
ing Anſwer; f 5 

Letter to the Rajah 
%] have received your Two Arzies by the Hands of Mr. Markham, and underſtand 


4 their Contents, — That Gentleman will wait upon you in the Afternoon, and explain all 


1% Particulars to you. — Set your Mind at Reſt, and do not conceive any Terror or Appre- 
& henſion.“ 


To this I received the following Reply: 


Lettet from the Rajah, 
c Your gracious Letter has been received, and has made me acquainted with your Com- 
& mands, You order that Mr. William Markham will come to me; that I muſt not 
<« ſuffer any Apptehenſion to diſtreſs me, but remain at Eaſe in my Mind. My Protector, 
« wherever you ſpread your Shadow over my Head, I am entirely free from Concern and 


* Apprehenfion 3 and whatever you, who are my Maſter, ſhall as ſuch determine, will 


«© ber ight.“ 


At this Time I had prepared Mr. Markham's Second Inſtructions; but before he 


could ſet out with them, Intelligence came, that large Bodies of armed Men had croſſed 
the River from Ramnagur, and had proceeded to the Rajah's Houſe. What follows is a 
Scene of ſuch Horror, that it is with the greateſt Reluctance I ſubmit to the painful Duty of 


relating it: The Guard placed over the Rajah conſiſted of the Two Companies of Gre- 
nadier Sepoys, as above-mentioned, from Major Popham's Detachment, and commanded b 


the Officers already named, who were ſtationed in an incloſed Square, which ſurrounded 


the Appartment where the Rajah was. The Reſident's Guard had returned wi h him, It 


now appeared that theſe Troops had taken no Ammunition with them: Major Popham 
ſent another Company of Sepoys, under an Officer, with Ammunition, to reinforce and 


ſupport the Firſt Party, When the latter arrived at the Rajah's Houſe, they found it ſur- 
rounded, and all the Avenues blockaded by a Multitude of armed Men, who oppoſed their 
Paſſage. The Minds of this tumultuous Aſſembly becoming ſoon inflamed, ſome of them 


began to fire upon the Sepoys within the Square; and immediately, as if this had been the 


concerted Signal, the whole Multitude ruſhed in, and made an inſtantaneous and fierce 
Attack upon the Sepoys, who, wanting their accuſtomed Means of Defence, were capa- 


ble of making but a feeble Reſiſtance, and fell an eaſy Sacrifice to the ſuperior Numbers 


of the Aſſailants, who cut almoſt every Man of this unfortunate Party to Pieces. The 
Officers, it is ſuppoſed, were the Firſt Victims to their Fury; but not until they had, by 
aſtoniſhing Efforts of Bravery, and undiſmayed amidſt the imminent Danger which ſurround- 
ed them, involved a-much ſuperior Number of their Enemies in their Fate: In this general 
Report of them all Accounts concur, though varying in Circumſtances: I yield to my own 


Feelings in beſtowing this juſt, but unavailing Tribute, to theſe unhappy Gentlemen, In 
the Midſt of this Confuſion, the Rajah found Means to eſcape through a Wicket which 


opened to the River; and the Banks being exceedingly ſteep in that Place, he let himſelf 


down by Tutbans tied together, into a Boat which was waiting for him, and conveyed 
bim to the oppoſite Shore; Thoſe who had effected his Eſcape, followed him acroſs the 


River, in the ſame tumultuous Manner in which they had aflembled, leaving the Party of 
our Sepoys which had laſt arrived, in the Poſſeſſion ot the Houle, 3 
On the firſt Intelligence of this Commotion, I had directed Major Popham to repair im- 
mediately to his Camp, which was about Two Miles from the Reſident's, and at the ſame 
ſame Diſtance from the Rajah's Houſe; and to march inſtantly with the Remainder of his 
Detachment to the Support of the Party, This Order was executed with all poſſible Ex- 


pedition; but Major Popham arrived too late, and had the Mortification to be a SpeQator 


of the Effects of a Maſſacre which he could neither 


prevent nor revenge—He returned to me 
immediately, and made the following Report, | 


© Tg | Report 


11 
Report of Major Popham. 


& Conſequent to an Order for the Detachment under my Command to proceed to the 
c Support of the Grenadier Companies under Lieutenant Stalker, I carried it with as 
* much Expedition as poſſible to Adjet Sing's Palace, which 1 found to be entirely evacu- 
« ated by the Rajah's People, who were already landed on the oppoſite Side of the River. 
Of the Two Companies commanded by Lieutenant Stalker very few rem-ined alive, and 
« the Majority of thoſe appeared to be ſeverely wounded. The Bodies of Lieutenant 
Stalker, Scott, and Simes, were lying within a ſmall Diſtance of each other, ſhock- 
« ingly mangled and without any Signs of Life, 
At may be neceſiary to obſerve, that Lieutenant Burrell was diſpatched with One 
« Company of Sepoys upon the firſt Rumour of the Rajah's coercive Intentions, but the 
« Fate of the Companies which preceded him was decided prior to his being able to enter 


« the Palace. There were, however, ſome of the Rajah's People whom he effectually 


se cleared it of. In his Attack he met with ſome Los. 


e My utmoſt Endeavours have hitherto proved inſufficient to procure an exact Detail 


©« of the Killed and Wounded in this unfortunate Tranſaction. 
] thought it neceſſary to leave a Company with a Subaltern in the Palace, 


* 16th Augult 1781, « Major.” 


I cannot learn with Certainty what is became of the Rajah, but the prevailing Report 
is, that he fled from Ramnagur, his uſual Reſidence on the other Side of River, in the 
Maddle of the Night, and proceeded with his Zenana and Effects to Lutteefgur, a ſtrong 
Fort of his, ſituated about Ten Miles from Chunar. He was accompanied by Sujan Sing 
his Brother, and Munyar Sing a Relation and Son by Adoption of Rajah Bulwani Sing, 
He has alſo had the Precaution to take with him Rana Golabkoover, the Widow of Rajah 
Bulwant Sing, his Father, her Son-in- Law, Durbijey Sing, and his Two Sons, her 
Grandſons. . 5 e „„ | 

In them he poſſeſſes every Member of his Family who can have any Plea to diſpute 
with him the Right of Inheritance from his Father Rajah Bulwant Sing, if that were 
ever a Queſtion, His Right to the Zemindary being derived excluſively from Sunnuds 
which his Father never poſſeſſed, but which were firſt granted to Cheyt Sing by the 
late Vizier Sujah ul Dowlah, through the Influence of our Government, in the Year 


1773, and ſince repeated by fimilar Grants from our Government, when the Sovereignty | 


was ceded to the Company by the preſent Nabob Afoph ul Dowla. 


| have made Choice of Baboo Poſaun Sing, who held the Office of Devan during ſeveral | 


Years of the Life of Rajah Bulwant Sing, for a conſiderable Period ſince the Acceſſion ot 
the preſent Rajah, to adminiſter the Revenues and Government of this Country, in the 
Quality of Naib, until it can be determined to whom the Zemindary may legally belong, 
and who may be in a Capacity to receive it. . f 


To this Effect I have cauſed a Proclamation to be made through the City of Benares, 


and have notified it by circular Perwannas to all the Zemindars and Aumils of the 


Zemindary. | 

To enforce the Execution of theſe Acts, to maintain Tranquillity and Order in the 
Country, and protect the Inhabitants, I have ordered One Battalion of Sepoys from Chu- 
nargur, the Remainder of Major Popham's Detachment from Mirzapoor, and a Regiment 
of Sepoys from Dinapoor, to march immediately to Benares. 

The Detail of theſe Proceedings ſhall be tranſmitted to you in a ſubſequent Letter, I 
do not expect they will detain me here much beyond the Time I had preſcribed to my- 
ſelf, which was about Seven or Eight Days. | | 

| | I have the Honour to be with the greateſt Eſteem, 
Benares, = OD Sir, | 
17th Auguſt 1781. Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
| | (Signed) Warren Haſtings, 


P. 8. The Delay occaſioned in copying this Letter, from its great Length, has afforded 


me an Opportunity of contradicting the Jatter Part of it; and I have now the Satiſ- 
faction to add, that Ranny Golabkoor, together with her Son-in- Law Durbejey Sing, 
and his Two Sons, are ſafe at Benares, | | 


I have this Morning received a Viſit from Durbijey Sing, and his eldeſt Son Myep 


Narain, | 

(Signed) W.H, 
Benares, — g 

the 18th Auguſt 1781. 


A true Copy, 
J. P. Auriol, 
Secu. 


SEL, Com. REP. II. 0 Letter 


[ $4] 
Letter from the Governor C eneral, at Benares, dated 29th September 1781, t Mr. Wheler, 
7 Eduard IWWheler, Eſquire. 


Sir, 2 1 5 | : | 
I have bad the Honour to inform you in various and ſucceſſive Letters of my Tranſ- 
actions, and of the Occurrences which have befallen me fince my Departure from Cal- 
cutta, and eſpecially ſince my Arrival at this Place on the 14th of laſt Month. It is 
my Intention to employ the firſt Hours of my Leiſure in drawing up a detailed Narrative 
of the latter for your Information; in the mean Time I ſhall continue to adviſe you, 
from Time to Time, of ſuch Circumſtances of Moment as occur in the Courſe of daily 
Buſineſs, both for your Information, and for the Means of obtaining your Sentiments 
upon them for my Aſſiſtance and Guidance. I deem it a Misfortune, that not one of your 
Letters, written with the Knowledge of the late Troubles, have reached me, and I much 
fear that many of mine may have miſcarried ; for which Reaſon, I ſhall cauſe to be 
tranſcribed Copies of all written ſince the 16th of laſt Month, and ſhall tranſmit them 
to you, £ | 3 | 
Left my Letters, adviſing you of our late Succeſſes, ſhould have been intercepted, I 
think it proper to repeat in this the Subſtance of them. 0 | | 
The Arrival of the Detachment from Caunpore, under Major Crabb, of the 10th 


Inſtant, and of Major Roberts on the 13th, enabled Major Popham to take the Field 


with a conſiderable Force. 3s | 55 
It was publickly expected that his firſt Attempt would be made upon Ramn agur ; but 
ſuch Information having been given of the State of the Two Fortreſſes of Lutteefpoor 


and Patecta, as ſeemed to promiſe the certain and immediate Reduction of thoſe Places; 
| he accordingly formed his Army into Two Detachments, one commanded by Major 


Crabb, conſiſting of the Firſt Battalion of the Sixth Regiment, the Seventh Regiment, 


the Battalion of the Nabob's Body Guard, commanded by Lieutenant Polhill, wich Six 
6 Pounders, and One 5Z Inch Howitzer ; and the other under his own Command, con- 
fiſting of the Nineteenth, Thirtieth, and "Thirty-fifth Regiments, Two Companies of 


European Infantry, the Corps of Rangers, and about Thirty Artillery, with Six 6 Poun- 
ders, Two 8+ Inch Howitzers, and an 8 Inch Mortar, The Firſt Detachment marched 
on the Night of the 15th, by a large Circuit, through almoſt impracticable Ways: 
But the Spirit of the Officers and Men ſurmounted every Difficulty, In Places where 
the Guns could not be drawn by Bullocks, the Sepoys lifted them up the Rocks; and 
at length, on the Morning of the 20th, they arrived at the Heights lying behind and 


above the Fort of Lutteefpoor, at a Place called Lora, which commands a Paſs deſcend— 


ing to Lutteefpoor, and reputed inacceſſible againſt Oppoſition, but from above. The 
profound Secrecy with which this Expedition was undertaken, and to which the Security 
of the Enemy, in a Region ſo unfrequented, not a little contributed, prevented any 


Oppoſition to our Troops in the different Parts of their Route. Their firſt Movement only, 
but neither their Strength nor Deſtination was known till their very near Approach. 


At Lora they met a Body of 2,co0 of the Enemy, 725 5 they defeated and diſperſed 
with little Loſs on our Side, but on theirs of 200 Men killed on the Spot. — The next 


Morning they took Poſſeſſion of the Pals, and of the Fort of Lutteeſpoor, which they 


found evacuated. | | | 
In the mean Time Major Popham marched with his Part of the Forces on the Morn— 


ing of the 16th to PateCta, a Place in Conſideration in itſelf, being a fortified Stone 


Houſe within a very high Rampart, and a Ditch of great Depth, and the Town which 
is of great Extent ſurrounded by Iatrenchments.---Theſe being all obſcured from Obſer- 


vation by Trees and thick Buſhes, he judged it not adviſeable to attempt an immediate 


Aſſault upon the Place, which fortunately proved the Cauſe of a concurrent Succels in 
both Enterprizes, almoſt in the ſame Inſtant of Time; for in the Morning of the 20th 
he ſtormed and took Patecta, at the fame Time defeated and diſperſed Two Bodies of 
the-Enemy that made an Attempt on his Camp. And on the ſame Day, and on the ſame 


Hour, Majori Crabb fought and gained the Battle of Lora, which was the immediate 
and eventual Cauſe of the Capture of Lutteefpoor. | | 


The News of theſe combined Succeſſes alarmed the Rajah to ſuch a Degree, that he 
inſtantly fled by a diſtant Route over the Hills from Luttefpoor, which till that Time had 
been his capital Reſidence, regaining the Road of Bidjeygur, the only direct Way to it 


being through the Paſs above mentioned, 
The Conſternation of his Followers was fo great, and its Contagion ſo rapid, that in 


a few Hours the Fort or Palace of Ramnagur, and the Fortreſs of dutteeſgur, were wholly 


abandoned and evacuated, | 

Major-Balfour marched on the 22d, and took Poſſeflicn of Ramnagur. | 

On the Morning of the 25th I parted from the Nabob, who ſet out on that Afternoon 
on his Return to his Capital, It is but Juſtice to the Nabob to declare, that on the 
firſt Intelligence of theſe Troubles, notwithſtanding my repeated and preſſing Injunctions 
to return to Lucknow, he proſecuted his March to Benares, with only a few Com- 


4 panies 


38 ] | 
panies of Sepoys and 100 Horſe at that Time attending him, and has in every other Tn} 
ſtance given the ſtrongeſt Proofs of his Fidelity and Attachment. In the Evening I de- 
parted from Chunar, and on the next Morning arrived at Ramnagur. My Stay there 
being unneceſſary, and it having been repreſented to me that my Preſence at Benares 
would be a Means of quieting the Minds of its Inhabitants, I accordingly returned 
hither Yeſterday Morning, and had the Happineſs to find the City reſtored to a State 
of perfect Order and 'Tranquillity, 

I have iſſued Proclamations offering Pardon to all who ſhall quietly return to their 
Obedience, excepting the Perſons of Cheyt Sing and his Brother Sujah Sing, whom their 
late rebellious Conduct and their Rancour manifeſted to our Nation, in the deliberate 
Murder of many of our Soldiers, and even unarmed Paſſengers who had the Misfortune to 
fall into their Hands, have precluded from every Title to Lenity, . 

The Perſons ſtanding next in the Line of Inheritance of the Zemindary, were Ranny 
Goolaub Koower the Widow of Rajah Bulwant Sing, their Daughter married to Bauboo 
Durbijey Sing, and Bauboo Meyipnarain their Grandſon by the Two latter. By the 
Concurrence of the Two Firſt Parties, and in conſequence of a written Acknowledgment 
made by the Ranny of the Right of her Grandſon Meyipnarain, J have nominated him to 
we. Succetſion of the Rauge, and have appointed the Morning of To- morrow for his In- 
veſtiture. | | 

I have forborne any particular Comments in this Place, reſerving them, where they 
will be more properly introduced, for my more detailed Narrative, Yet I cannot ſup- 
preſs, without a Violence to my own Feelings, the Teſtimony which is due eſpecially 
from me to the unexampled Zeal and public Spirit of all our Officers, and the wonderful 
Activity with which their Qualities were diſplayed on the late Occafion, I have al- 
ready acknowledged the early Exertions which were made by Colonel Blair during my 
former ſhort and calamitous Reſidence at Benares. Of Major Popham I cannot ſay ſuffi- 
cient to expreſs my Senſe of his Services. Though my Letters were every where inter- 
cepted, Colonel Morgan, with a Deciſion and Solicitude that reflect equal Credit upon his 
Character, detached Major Crabb, with his Party, to my Aſſiſtance. On the Firſt and 
inſtant Rumour of my vituation, Colonel Sir John Cumming, with the like Alacrity, 
| obeyed the Orders of his March to Cawnpote; as did Colonel Abmuty in the immediate 
Diſpatch of Major Crawford, and the T'roop of Cavalry. The fame Spirit animated every 
Officer of every Corps, and infuſed itſelf into the Men under their Command, with an 


Effect fo far exceeding the common Occurrences of human Affairs, that in the complete 


Space of One Month, this great and valuable Province, which had been unexpectedly 
and wholly loft, was in Subſtance wholly recovered to the Britiſh Empire, 5 | 


have the Honour to be 


Benares, 2 Vour moſt obedient 
29th September 1781. - humble Servant, 
(signed) Warren Haſtings: 
A true Copy, 
J. P. Auriol, 
Secretary. 


Vour Committee muſt here remark, that the Reſolution to make a formal Demand on 
Rajah Cheyt Sing, to raiſe and maintain Three Battalions of Sepoys during the preſent 
War, was made on the Ninth of July 1778; and that on the Seventeenth of Auguſt fol- 
Jowing, the Governor Genera] and Council reſolve, That the Sum of Five Lacks of 
Muckledar Rupees be fixed as the Subſidy to be paid by Rajah Cheyt Sing, for the Main- 
tenance of-thoſe Three Battalions of Sepoys; and on the ſame Day the Governor Ge- 
+ neral and Council adviſe the Court of Directors of this Reſolution: But Your Commit- 
tee do not find that the Court of DireQors ſent any Orders whatſoever to Bengal relative 
to this important Subject. = 
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